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U.N. approves new Iraqi 
humanitarian purchases 

BAGHDAD fRi ~ The Vtmed Nations has Jn nr;m.*d 
btq s? first humaiu tan an purchases under dw third nL 
its oif-for-lood deal, a U.N. official in Baulidad said .« 
•TW5j.y. Eric Fait, spokesman for the U.N. httnuniun.-n 
coordinaiiv in Iraq, .vtid 12 contracts had been approved 
just fisc weeks alter Baghdad resumed oil exports under 
the accord. Iraq has complained that finkl and medinne 
.purchasa under the agreement, which allows it t„ *’! 
billion wwtli of u i! even,' six months, had been consisted 
ly delayed by U.S. and Bntish representatives on the U N 
Sanctions Committee. Mr. Fait said that for the firs; luiiu 
the cafaas were approved before funds had become 
available trom oil expoas. U.N. Secret -General Kofi 
Annan luis pmposed that the oil-lbr-fwod de. d be more 
dun doubled to S5.26 billion everv six months 


?■ ■- * - t •' 
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Saudi prince gives 
Boeing 727 to PNA 

GaZA CITY t aFPi — Saudi Prince Walid Ben TalJ pre- 
sented a Boeing 727 passenger jet to Palestinian President 
Yasser .Arafat Tuesday on the first visit by Prince 'Valid, 
chairman of the Kingdom Holding Comjxuiy and a member 
of the Saudi royal family to the Palestinian autonomous* 
ureas. The prince doitaied the jet to Palestinian Airways. 
whL-h currently operates Wo small Fokker jets out oi an air- 
field in the Egyptian Sinai city ot A1 .\nsh. The opening ut a 
Palestinian uirpon in the Caw Strip has been blocked by dis- 
agreements with Israel over security at the facility. Prince 
Walid and Mr. Arafat were scheduled to four Gaza Cil> con- 
struction projects in which the prince has heavily invested. 
They were also io help lay the cornerstones for a special 
school lor children suffering from Downs Syndrome for 
which Prince Walid contributed S-KK),0G0. officials said. 
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Time is running out for 


Iraq — Prince Hassan 

Santer : Israel's hardline policies affecting 
economic development throughout region 


By Giialia Alul 

Jordan Timex Shift Rept trier 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said Tuesday ihar 
the rime is running out for 
Iraq and that Baghdad has 
to bear the consequences if 
it does not fully comply 
with United Nations resolu- 
tions. 

“Time is ticking and we 
do not have much time left 
to contain the recurrence of 
the use of force.” said the 
Crown Prince after a meet- 
ing with the European 
Commission I EC) Presi- 
dent Jacques Santer who 
was in Jordan as pan of a 
regional tour to boost the 
European Union’s role in 
the Middle East peace 


process. 

At a joint press confer- 
ence with President Santer. 
the Crown Prince saiJ a 
possible strike on Iraq 
would have major repercus- 
sions on the Kingdom and 
other countries in the 
region. 

“The cost of war is con- 
sidered on human terms... 
the possibility of displaced 
refugees, the breakdown of 
infrastructure, and the 
shortage of oil supplies all 
are issues of deep concern 
and the sense of deja-vu in 
1990 does not make it any 
better” 

He was referring to the 
1.5 million refugees and 
expatriates who fled from 
Iraq and Kuwait to Jordan 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 


"JurJun was the most 
affected country after 
Kuwait.” he said. 

The Crown Prince also 
reiterated Jordan's position 
not to open its borders for 
any refugees coming from 
Iraq. 

The Kingdom has made 
an agreement with the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and other inter- 
national agencies to help 
the refugees, but only on 
the Iraqi side of the border. 

A possible inilictrv strike 
on Baghdad would also 
affect the incoming oil sup- 
plies to the Kingdom since 
Iraq is Jordan’s sole crude 
oil supplier. Prince Hassan 
said. 

“Iraqi oil supplies are our 


only source at the present 
time. To talk about building 
infrastructure for new 
pipelines from other coun- 
tries is going to take a lot of 
time and cost a lot of 
money. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the Middle East is the only 
region that does not have a 
conflict resolution centre 
which would provide a 
mechanism to solve region- 
al problems. 

He also said that in the 
event of a military con- 
frontation with Iraq the 
Middle East peace process 
will be adversely affected. 

“It will be very difficult to 
further the peace process in 
the fall out of a military 
confrontation,” the Crown 
Prince said. 


The latest stand-off 
between Iraq and the U.N. 
followed Iraq’s refusal to 
allow inspectors from the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOMi to enter presi- 
dential palaces and com- 
pounds, saying that such 
inspections infringe on 
Baghdad's sovereignty, and 
mount to a form of humilia- 
tion. 

Answering reporters on 
whether Jordan should 
expect help from the EU in 
the aftermath of a military 
strike on Iraq. President 
Santer said the European 
Union understands the 
“particularity of Jordan’s 
economic and demographic 
relations with Iraq, express- 
ing the EU’s willingness to 


Clinton calls on Saddam to back down; Iraq denies concessions 

Cohen welcomes ‘real coalition’ against 
Iraq; China warns against U.S. ‘bullying’ 

Annan: Iraqi leaders painted themselves in a corner, 
hut I think we should not insist on humiliating them 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clin- 
ton urged Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein Tuesday to 
seek u peaceful solution to 
the crisis over weapons 
inspections and allow U.N. 
monitors to get back to 
work. 

“I hope we can avoid the 
use of force,” Mr. Clinton 
said at a White House event 
on the economy. “The 
choice is up to Saddam Hus- 
sein.” 

“Let the weapons inspec- 
tor; back on the job with free 
and unfettered access” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

He reiterated warnings that 
if President Hussein did not 
slop blocking inspections 
that are mandated under 
U.N. resolutions, “we must 
be prepared to act." 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sahhal 
told Lhe Al Jazira satellite 
station from Syria liiat com- 
ment; by .Arab League Sec- 
retary-General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid reporting that Iraq 
was prepared to open up 68 
presidential sites were 
wrong. 

“I believe that what has 
been attributed to the Arab 
League secretary-general is 
inaccurate. Iraq has not 
agreed on the inspection of 
any sovereign site at all and 
will not agree ” Mr- Sahhaf 
said. 

The Gulf state of Qatar 
distanced itself on Tuesday 
from U.S. contingency plans 
to attack Iraq, saying that 
Washington had made its 
arrangements with other 
Gulf states and Lhat Qatar 
hoped for a peaceful solu- 
tion. 

“The Gulf Cooperation 
Council states, including 
Qatar, do not welcome and 
do not want to see Iraq being 
hit and bombed again. We 


core for the Iraqi people.” 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassim Ben Jabr 
Al Thani told a new* confer- 
ence. 

The minister, speaking 
alongside visiting U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen, did not rule out a 
Qatari role in a U.S. opera- 
tion but he declined 10 back 
the U.S. view that military 
action must follow if Presi- 
dent Hussein docs not give 
full .iccess to U.N. weapons 
inspectors. 

Mr. Cohen, now on the 
fifth stop of a six- nation Gull 
tour, said Qatar and the Guff 
Arab slates all agreed lhat 
the Iraqi president should 
bear full responsibility for 
the consequences if he does 
not comply with U.N. reso- 
lutions on the inspections. 

Earlier Tuesday. Mr. 
Cohen welcomed the "real 
coalition” being assembled 
against Iraq but denied war 
fever has gripped the Penla- 

B on - . .. 

“This is a real coalition. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters. 

"We welcome what the 
Australians have said and 


pledged, anti what the Canu- 
dianv have said as well," 
added the defence secretary, 
referring to the two coun- 
tries’ support for U.S. mili- 
taiy preparations. 

Canada said it would back 
the U.S. military tlireui. 
while Australia offered to 
deploy on elite regiment. 

“If it does become neces- 
sary for a United States-led 
coalition to use force then 
Australia has decided it will 
moke u contribution to rival 
effort," Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard told 
reporters after a cabinet 
meeting, adding; "We 
believe it would become 
regrettably necessary lor that 
force to he used.” 

Canada said Tuesday it 
would supply a warship and 
two Hercules transport 
planes as well as 300 to 400 
troops to support a U.S. mil- 
itary strike against Iraq. 

Tlie United States formally 
requested assistance Tues- 
day from Australia’s neigh- 
bour New Zealand. 

Foreign Minister Don 
McKinnon said New 
Zealand could offer trans- 


port and medical support if 
miliiary action was taken 
against Iraq, similar to the 
assistance given during 
Operation Desert Storm in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

The offers followed an 
announcement by U.S. Sec- 
retary of Stale Madeleine 
Albright that Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hun- 
gary were also backing the 
tough stand of the United 
States. 

The U.S. administration 
turned to other friends for 
military backing after the 
refusal of key Arab ally 
Saudi Arabia to allow U.S. 
strikes on Iraq from its terri- 
tory. 

Britain and Germany have 
already sided with Washing- 


WASHINGTON <AFPi — 
U.S. mediators begun a round 
of meetings Tuesday on urgent 
steps (lie Uniied States is seek- 
ing from Israel and the Pales- 
tinians to salvage the ailing 
Middle East peace process. 

The U.S. coordinator for the 
Middle East, Dennis Ross, sal 
down with Israeli officials 
Danny Naveh and Lfzi Arad for 
talks that were to be followed 
up with similar discussions 
with Palestinian officials Saeb 
Ervkal :uki Man. van Kanafani 
later in the day, U.S. State 
Department officials said. 

It was not clear whether the 
two delegations would meet 
with US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright as State 
Department officials said such 
a meeting would dejvnd on the 
results of the discussions. 

Al a U.S. Senate hearing, Ms. 
Albright said that the sides 
were examining U.S. proposals 
for rebuilding the peace process 


ton in arguing that force may- 
be used to c-.vce Iraq to 
open up presidential sites to 
UN. arms inspectors. 

However, U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan cau- 
tioned against military 
action against Iraq and said 
the Uniied Stales and its 
allies should avoid "humili- 
ating" the country. 

In a British Broadcasting 
Corporation interview aired 
Tuesday, Mr. Annan said lhat 
President Hussein should 
understand that U.N. Securi- 
ty Council’s resolutions 
were “serious." but cau- 
tioned against military 
action. 

Mr. Annan said Iraq's 

(Continued on page 7) 


and noted that tensions with 
Iraq should nut be allowed to 
interfere with that effort . 

“It is very important for them 
to make some decisions,” she 
said at the hearing of (he U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. 

"We will proceed with rite 
peace process because we 
believe it is important to do so.” 
she said. 

Referring to the standoff with 
Iraq over U_N. weapons inspec- 
tions that the United States has 
threatened to resolve militarily. 
Ms. Albright said: "We cannot 
Jet the tw o interfere with each 
other." Ms. Albright last week 
said it was "decision-making” 
time in the tmieli-Palesrinian 
peace process after her latest 
round of talks in the region 
failed to produce agreement on 
reviving the elTbn. 

"We must move lhe peace 
process forward now” she said 
in Cairo. 


Iraq invites politicians to Baghdad 

AGHDAD <Rj — Iraq issued an open invitation to foreign 
iliricions on Tuoduv lo visit Baghdad and hear its side of 
e story in a row- with lhe Uniied Nations over weapons 
speciions. the Iraqi News Agency ( INA ) said, 
said the invitation was extended by che foreign affairs' 
ireau of Iraq’s ruling Arab Socialist Buulb Party to all polil- 
al parries and personalities, both Arah anJ non-Arab. 

The speaker of Iraq’s parliament, Saadoun Hammadt, also 
nt a separate invitation to eight British parliameniarutns he 
id had rejected die use of force to settle the inspections 

i\v the asenev said. , 

m global invitation was aimed * briefing ’the parties- and 
•rsonolities on Iraq’s position towards the current crisis 
hich was manufactured by (he Uniied Stales, the agency 

iciied a Baadi Party source as saying. lT , r 

Sd die visiiors would also see firsthand the elleel of 
ore than seven years of economic sanctions on Iraq, and 
£ld discuss the "dangers of the American threats of a new 
Stay ageression against Iraq and the negauve repereus- 
ans tuid the shock 10 regional security. 


U.S. seeks decisions from 
Israelis, Palestinians 



His MjjeStv King Hus>e:n meets with Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and other minis- 
ters at the prime ministry Tuesday, one day after his return back home from a medical trip 
to the L : .K. i Photo bv Youse: 'Allan ) 


King on way to full recovery 


AMMAN iJ.T.j — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday reassured Jordani- 
ans that he was un the w ay 
io full recovery from the 
micro-organism that has 
agitated his lymph glands 
and caused occasional 
lever, weight loss and 
severe exhaustion. 

He told journalists fol- 
lowing a meeting he held 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali ut the prime 
ministry that he was on a 
six-week course of two 
kinds of antibiotic medi- 


cines in order to ensure full 
reco\ ery. 

King Hussein who went 
to London towards the end 
of last month to have rest 
and continue medical treat- 
ment said also that he con- 
tracted a severe flu for 
which he was forced to 
receive vaccination. 

Asked about precaution- 
ary measures which Jordan 
was taking in case at' a mil- 
itary strike against Iraq, he 
said (hat “the government 
has undertaken all the nec- 
essary measures. All the 


measures are sound and it is 
hoped that matters will be 
moving in the right direc- 
tion." 

At the meeting with the 
prime minister, which was 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Ministers Abdullah Ensour 
and Jawad Anani as well as 
Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Sudeddin 
Juma’a a general review 
was made of the precau- 
tionary' measures taken by 
the government in the face 
of any eventuality arising 
from the U.N.-lraq crisis. 


Government bans rallies 


AMMAN tJ.T.i — The 
Government "will not 
allow any marches or 
movement under any slo- 
gan and for any reason any- 
where in the Kingdom at 
these critical circumstances 
and this crucial stage which 
the country is passing 
through." Interior M'r.Mer 
Nathir Rashid >aid in u 
statement Tuesday. 

According to the state- 
ment. cartied b\ the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. Mr. 
Rashid said the go\ em- 
inent measures ore aimed at 
safeguarding the country 
and preventing any 
"attempt by those harbour- 
ing ill-intentions against 
this counin’ io infiltrate 


into our ranks. 

"The government, while 
reiterating its adherence to 
democracy and respect for 
the freedom of expression 
and opinion, would like to 
Nire>.s that the critical cir- 
cumstances and crucial 
stage warrant that all of us 
moinl/.ir. the highest degree 
of discipline, and responsi- 
bility and not to be carried 
away with sentimental calls 
and incitements which 
could cause harm to the 
nation, and yield no practi- 
cal benefit to the cau.se for 
which the [rallies are] 
being organised.” Mr 
Rashid said. 

Earlier on Tuesday. 
Amman Governor Tala’t 


Nawaiseh decided to ban 
all marches or precessions 
in the capital, warning that 
strict security measures 
will be enforced to ensure 
security, order and safety 
of citizens. Petra said. 
According to the decision 
by Mr. Nawaiseh. gather- 
ings or rallies held any- 
where in the capital with 
the purpose of organising 
marches will be viewed as 
illegal. Mr. Nawaiseh’s 
decision came in response 
to a request by opposition 
parties seeking to organise 
a march after Friday prayer 
from the Husseini Mosque 
to Al Hushemiyeh Square 
in downtown Amman in 
support for Iraq. 


Weeklies to file compensation 
lawsuit against government 


By Alia Shukri Hamzah 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Several Jor- 
danian weeklies said on 
Tuesday they were prepar- 
ing to sue the government 
for financial compensation 
for losses incurred by the 
enforcement of temporary 
revisions to the press law 
lhat forced them to shut 
down for months. 

The weeklies were 
encouraged by a High 
Court ruling on Jan. 2b that 
annulled the May revisions 
for being unconstitutional. 

N-lusu Keilani. Al Urdun 
weekly chief editor, said he 
was preparing two lawsuits 
against Minister of Stole for 
Information .Affairs Samir 
Mutawi demanding finan- 
cial compensation between 
JDS5,000-y0.000. 

"The first lawsuit filed by 
me and the stall of the 
paper will be for compensa- 
tion for losses incurred in 
the several months of clo- 
sure.” he told the Jordan 
Times. “The second will be 
filed for loss and damage 
worth JD 10,000 caused lo 
the paper’s equipment that 
sat idle for months.” 


Al Urdun is one of the 13 
weeklies banned last Sep- 
tember by the government 
for failing to meet the 1997 
press law amendments lhat 
were criticised at home and 
abroad for stifling freedom 
of expression. 

The May amendments 
introduced prohibitive capi- 
tal requirements for the 
weeklies, tightened the list 
of topics that could not be 
covered, and stipulated 
harsh penalties for viola- 
tions of the law. 

Dr. Keilani said his 
paper’s first edition after 
the ban will hit newsstands 
in three weeks after com- 
pleting preparations and 
getting official authorisa- 
tion from the Cabinet to 
resume printing. 

Tajeddine Hroub. pub- 
lisher of Al Bilad weekly 
that resumed publication 
yesterday, said losses 
incurred by Al Bilad and 
Hawadeih A! Sa’a reached 
JD250.000. 

The first edition of 
Huwadeth Al Sa’a after the 
court ruling was confiscat- 
ed by police last week after 
the government claimed the 
ruling was not retroactive. 


and that the weeklies need- 
ed new licences to resume 
publication. The govern- 
ment later reversed its 
stand. 

"We are seriously consid- 
ering suing the government, 
our legal experts are work- 
ing on two lawsuits.” Mr. 
Hroub said. 

He added, however, "who 
will compensate us for our 
emotional loss which is 
much higher than the finan- 
cial one.” 

Nahed Hanar. chief editor 
of A I Mithaq weekly, also 
said his paper intends to go 
to court to seek J D33,000in 
compensation. 

Nidal Manxour. the editor 
of Al Haddalh. scheduled to 
resume publication within 
weeks, said his paper is not 
considering suing the gov- 
ernment. "It would be bet- 
ter for both sides to relax 
and wait before taking any 
measures against each 
other," he said. 

The weeklies should 
focus on the resumption of 
publication and their con- 
tent before seeking com- 
pensation, he said. 
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Truce panel blames Israel for 
civilian death in south Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Israel was 
responsible for the death of a 
farmer in a bomb explosion 
and the wounding of two other 
civilians in shelling within the 
past week, a pane! monitoring 
the south Lebanon ceasefire 
said Tuesday. 

The international panel said 
in a statement that on “Febru- 
ary 6, 1998 two side-bombs 
placed by Israeli forces or 
those cooperating with them 
exploded in a wadi [valley] 
near Majdel Zu n killing a 
farmer and two of his ani- 
mals." 

The panel's Lebanese repre- 
sentative said, according to the. 
statement, that “the recurrence; 
of such incidents showed 
intentional disregard by Israel 


for civilian lives due to the fact 
that Chilians passed through 
this area in die course of their 
normal activities 

“The random detonation 
mechanism of the explosive 
devices" also showed such dis- 
regard,” he was cited as saying. 

However; the panel's Israeli 
representative said in the state- 
ment that “since the Israeli 
forces cr those cooperating 
with them did not detonate the 
side-bombs and that die 
devices were located in an 
open area used by Lebanese 
armed groups, the action did 
not constitute a violation." 

But the monitoring group, 
which also includes represen- 
tatives of France. Syria and the 
United States, said Israel and 


those working with it “are 
responsible for the manner in 
which they use explosive 
devices." 

The group said Israel com- 
mitted itself in December to 
taking more steps to prevent 
random civilian casualties and 
requested that the Jewish state 
increase these measures. 

Under the April 1996 cease- 
fire, Israel and the Lebanese 
Hizbollah militia agreed to 
avoid targeting Chilians or 
launching attacks from civilian 
areas. 

The panel also said that three 
mortar rounds fired by Israeli 
forces or their allies on Feb. 6 
on Yater wounded a- civilian 
and damaged three houses and 
an electrical network. 


The group said; 'Israel and 
those cooperating with it are 
responsible for the conse- 
quences of their firing mis- 
sion.” 

However, the panel also 
urged “that additional mea- 
sures be taken to ensure that 
riviKan-populated areas will 
not be used as launching 
grounds for attacks by 
Lebanese armed groups in the 
future." 

The group said that a shell 
fired by Israeli forces on Feb. 8 
wounded a shepherd in an 
open area southwest of Yater 
but that “this injury was the 
unintentional result of a mili- 
tary clash between the two 
sides.” 


Israel preparing for conflict 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
l AFP) — Israel stepped up 
preparations for war with Iraq 
Tuesday, fuelling public anxi- 
ety over the possibility Sad- 
dam Hussein could attack the 
country with chemical or bac- 
teriological weapons. 

Civil defence officials had 
instructed the public to get 
their gas masks out of storage 
incase Iraq responds to threat- 
ened U.S. air strikes by firing 
Scud missiles armed with 
non-conventional warheads at 
Israel. 

Acknowledging a shortage 
of masks, notably for the 
some 300,000 foreign labour- 
ers in the country, the army 
began telephoning families to 
request they return masks 
their children had outgrown or 
which belonged to ~ persons 
who have' died or moved 
abroad. 

The army also announced 
that it bad ordered an addi- 
tional 200,000 masks from 
foreign suppliers while the 
sole Israeli factory producing 
the equipment was operating 
24 hours-a-day. 

Producers- af-plastic- sheet- 
ing and duct tape used to cre- 
ate sealed “safe rooms” in 
homes against chemical or 
biological attack also said they 


were working around the 
clock. 

During the 1991 Gulf war. 
Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles 
with conventional warheads at 
Israel killing two persons in 
the Tel Aviv region. 

While government officials 
have repeatedly staled that the 
likelihood of a new Iraqi 
attack is minimal, the growing 
sense of panic among the pop- 
ulation was palpable. 

“There is a fear of the 
unknown connected to chem- 
ical or biological war which is 
reviving the trauma of the 
World War II for many 
Israelis," said Susan Hauls 
Rolef, an historian and politi- 
cal scientist 

“This explains in large part 
the panic which has gripped 
many Israelis," she said. 

The tensions were obvious 
Sunday in Rishon-Le-Zioa 
near Tel Aviv when a riot 
erupted after the army tried to 
close a gas masks distribution 
centre at 11:00 p.m. despite 
long lines outside. 

The army declared tbe cen- 
tre a “closed military zone’.’ in 
- order to have the legdl author- - 
ity to clear out the angry 
crowd. 

If officials for their part were 
not panicking, tire govern- 


ment and military were active- 
ly preparing for a possible 
conflict 

hi addition to ordering mil- 
lions of dollars worth of gas 
masks, antibiotics and anti- 
dotes for germ and chemical 
agents believed to be in Iraq’s 
arsenal, the government has 
reportedly asked the United 
States for dozens more Patriot 
anti-missile missiles. 

Israeli press reports said 
giant LIS. air force transports 
were due to ‘deliver die defen- 
sive weapons early next week. 
A first battery of Patriots was 
deployed in southern Israel 
last week. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Motdechai did little to reas- 
sure the population in a 
speech Tuesday to a group of 
visiting U.S. rabbis, saying 
Israel was certain Iraq stiO bad 
several Scud missile launchers 
and stocks of chemical and 
biological weapons. 

‘This is very difficult situa- 
tion for Israel ” be said. 

“We are not part of the con- 
flict in tbe Gulf area, but we 
know that Saddam Hussein is 
- a man who no one can really 
understand what he can do or 
could do when he is under 
heavy attack by the United 
States." 


Palestinian pleads innocent 
in killing of American teen 


JERICHO (AP) — A Pales- 
tinian accused of taking part 
in die drive-by shooting of an 
American teenager in 1996 
pleaded innocent on Tuesday. 

Amjad Hinawi. 26, was dri- 
ving his friend Khalil Sharif 
in May 19% near the Jewish 
settlement of Beit A1 outside 
the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. when Sharif 
pulled out an automatic rifle 
and opened fire on an Israeli 
bus, killin g 17-year-old 
David Boim. . . 

Boim, a seminary student, 
had moved with his family to 
Jerusalem from New York 


City as a child. 

Hinawi. a resident of 
Nablus, turned himself into 
Palestinian security forces 
and has spent the past 21 
months in an interrogation 
compound in Jericho. 

The trial was delayed while 
the authority searched for Mr. 
Sharif, who killed himself in 
a suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem last year. 

Mr. Hinawi is charged with 
terrorism and participation in 
a murder, military prosecutor 
Colonel Mohammad 

Bushtawi said. If convicted, 
be faces a maximum sen- 


tence of life in prison with 
hard labour. 

The prosecution requested 
a two-day delay to assign an 
attorney to Hinawi. who has 
refused to hire his own attor- 
ney. 

Two representatives of the 
U.S. consulate in Jerusalem 
attended the trial but refused 
to speak to reporters. 

Israeli spokesman David 
Bar-111 an said the trial was a 
positive development, “pro- 
vided it won’t be a mickey 
mouse trial where they sen- 
tence him to 25 years and 
release him after 25 days.” 


Canada signs 
agreement 
to contribute 
$1 million 
to UNRWA 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Canada's 
ambassador to Jordan. 
Michael J. Molloy, Tuesday 
announced the signing of the 
agreement of Canaria's contri- 
bution of SI million to the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) for its shelter reha- 
bilitation programme, accord- 
ing to a Canadian embassy 
pressrelease. 

The signing ceremony took 
place at UNRWA’s headquar- 
ters in Gaza. 

‘This agreement reflects 
Canada's commitment as the 
Chair of the Refugee Working 
Group to improve the living 
conditions of Palestinian 
refugees,” said Mr Molloy. 
I’m proud that part of this 
contribution will help improve 
housing in the poorest areas of 
refugee camps in Jordan and 
provide construction work for 
local labour.” 

This contribution comes as a 
response to an appeal by 
UNRWA to the international 
community and foDows last 
November's visit by the Cana- 
dian Foreign Minister Lloyd 
Axworthy to the Middle East 
Funding is provided by the 
Canadian International Devel- 
opment Agency for its pro- 
gramme in Gaza, the West 
Bank and Jordan, the 
announcement concluded 



TWO HOUSES BULLDOZED; Israeli soldiers Tuesday stand near one of the two Palestinian houses knocked 
down by Israeli bulldozers in the West Bank town of Dahariya near Hebron. Nine people were living in the hous- 
es built without permits (AFP photo) 

Ex-rival promises support to Clerides 
in Cyprus presidential runoff 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Incum- 
bent Cypriot President Glafcos 
Derides, facing a run off presi- 
dential vote Sunday, received 
support Tuesday from one of 
his rivals eliminated in the first 
round 

Alexis Galanos, who 
received four per cent of the 
vote in last Sunday's first 
round, announced at a press 
conference that he would sup- 
port Mr. Derides in the second 
round on Feb. 15. 

T decided to support Derides 
after the commitment I secured 
from him that he would form a 
government of national unitv 


or. failin g that, a government 
which would enjoy a broad 
acceptance," he said 

Mr. Galanos said his decision 
was not hi ndin g for any of the 
people who supported him. 

Mr Galanos was one of 
seven presidential hopefuls in 
the first round vote, which 
ended in a near tie between Mr. 
Derides and independent can- 
didate George Iacovou. 

Ml Iacovou squeaked ahead 
in the first round by taking *10.6 
per cent of the vote compared 
to Mr. Derides’ 40.1 per cent. A 
candidate needs 50 per cent of 
the vote to be elected president. 


By giving his support to Mr. 
Derides, Mr. Galanos rebelled 
against his party, the centre- 
right DUCO, which endorses 
Mr. Iacovou ’s bid for tbe presi- 
dency. 

Both Mr. Derides, who heads 
the conservative DISY Party, 
and Mr. Iacovou. a former for- 
eign minister, are spending tire 
days before the run off angling 
for support from candidates 
they eliminated in the first 
round. 

The head of the socialist party 
EDEK, Vassos Lyssarides, who 
woo 10.6 per cent of the vote, 
handed a series of demands on 


Monday to Mr. Derides and 
Ml Iacovou and is awaiting 
their response before deciding 
to whom to back. 

In addition to Mr. Galanos 
and Lyssarides. tire first round 
eliminated the United Democ- 
rats’ chief George \fossiliou, 
who took three per cent of the 
vote; as well as New Horizons’ 
Nicos Koutsou and the liberal 
Party's Nicosi Rolan dis, who 
each got less than one per cent. 

According to political ana- 
lysts. Rdandis and Koutsou are 
expected to hand their support 
to Mr. Derides. 


Main Algeria labour union said to threaten strike 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s 
main labour union said on 
Tuesday the social situation in 
the strife-plagued country had 
reached a “frightening" stage, 
with mass-layoffs and more and 
more state factories being shuL 

Tbe Union Generate des Tra- 
vaHleurs Aigeriens (UGTA), 
which says it has one million 
members from Algeria’s five 
million-strong workforce, 
vowed in a statement to resist 
any mere closures of state- 
owned industries. 

It said this would come 
through what it called the 


mobilisation of its “foil abilities 
of struggle" 

The statement did not spell 
out whether that meant strikes, 
but the main Algerian newspa- 
pers said the wording translated 
into a threat of a general strike 
within the next few weeks. 

The union listed among other 
examples of what it called a 
frightening trend the delayed 
payment of salaries, swelling 
unemployment massive layoffs 
and “brutal anarchical, blind 
and barbaric unlimited shutting 
down of state-owned enterpris- 
es.” 


‘The UGTA branches, in per- 
fect agreement with the fair and 
courageous positions undertak- 
en by the union top leadership, 
came to a decision on a signifi- 
cant and appropriate mobilisa- 
tion of all abilities of struggle 
and resistance,’’ it said in the 
statement 

It did not sav how many firms 
had been curtailed or give any 
figures on fired workers. The 
government had said earlier that 
thousands of employees would 
lose jobs in 1997 and 1998 as a 
by-product of restructuring a 
bloated workforce and loss- 


making state companies. 

Algeria’s official unemploy- 
ment rate is 28 percent 

State-owned companies and 
business produce about two- 
thirds of Algeria’s economic 
output and employ more than 
70 per cent of the total work- 
force. 

The UGTA led a general 
strike, which spared the vital oil 
and gas facilities, in 1991 with 
the dear backing of the govern- 
ment keen to strengthen the 
union appeal among workers 
against a then nascent radical 
union backed by Islamists. 


Iran ready for contract to complete first unit of nuclear plant 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iran- 
ian government gave a green 
light Tuesday to concluding a 
“contract for completing the first 
unit" of its planned nuclear plant 
in Bushehn on tbe Persian Gulf, 
Iran's official IRNA news 
agency said. 

The decision was taken during 


a meeting of the government’s 
economic council headed by 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami IRNA reported, with- 
out providing more details. 

The contract could pertain to 
acquiring a second reactor for 
the plant in Bushehr, according 
to observers here. 


In October, the head of the 
Iranian atomic energy commis- 
sion. Gholamreza Aghazadeh, 
affirmed Iran's intention to con- 
struct a 1,000-megawatt reactor 
at the site with assistance from 
Russian companies. 

The reactor is in addition to a 
water-pressurised 1, 000- 


megawatt reactor at Bushehr 
already being constructed with 
help from Moscow. 

Construction of the two Russ- 
ian reactors has long been 
planned, but the cost of the oper- 
ation has led Iran so far to start 
work on just one. Iran said in 
July that the first unit of its 


Bushehr nuclear plant would 
enter into service “soon.” 

Ml Aghazadeh also said 
Tuesday that Tehran “wants to 
sign two separate contracts." one 
with Russia for starting work on 
two 440-megawatt units, the 
other with China for two 300- 
megawatt units. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


16:30 

French Cartoon Films 

17:00 


18:00 

Children's Programme 

— The Finder 

18:30 

Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 


19:15 

Doc. — E=M6 

19:30 


19:35 


20:00 

Traces of Guilt 

2<h50 

....Drama — Kung Fu 

21:30 

News in English 

22:00 

Soccer m3tch — 

Burkina Faso vs. Algeria 

23:40 

Country Music 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:00 . 


06:18. 

(Sunrise)Duha 

11:50 . 


14:54.. 

'Asr 

17:21.. 


18:40.. 



CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieb. Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel 637440. 


De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771 751. 

A mman International 
Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 68S404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in A mman Tel 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish TeL 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy, and a chance of 
occasional scattered showers. 
Snow is expected to fall over 
mountainous areas, and winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skies will be 


partly cloudy with a chance of 
scattered showers, winds 
northerly to westerly, and seas 
calm to rough. 

Amman 03/09 

Aqaba 09/18 

Deserts .02/10 

Jordan Valley 07/15 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 1 1 , Aqaba 20 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 87 per 
cent, Aqaba 30 percent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
‘ NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dc MukbJes Mazabrah 820425 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. ShtahriAbu Zayid ..735011 

Dr. KhalidAbdo 657129 

Firas pharmacy 566 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Al SaJam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukfa pharmacy — .623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh ... -250080 

AJ Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safarini 987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
5661 II I 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Eire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank '....775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints ....5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ....897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
5661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 


53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

' Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. 64244 1 f2 
Jab al Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 566913] 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 
Tbe Islamic. Abdali 5666126/37 
Al-Ahfi, Abdali ....J664164/6 
Italian, ATMuhqjrcen777IO!/3 

Al-Bashir. ..775111/26 

Army, Marka, 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaJ(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia Internationa] Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700J or 44(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 - Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

08 -35 Jeddah (RJj 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15:00 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 .Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 Rome (RT> 

18:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

18:20 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

18:45 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

23:10 -.Beirut (RJ) 


0fc05 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest (RO) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:15 Doha. Al Hudaidah (TY ) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

10:50 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 .Tunis (TU) 

13:25 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 
13:45 ....Khartoum (add) (RJ) 

13:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:05 ....' Vienna (OS) 

15=30 -Algiers (AH) 

16:05 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

30:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 : Athens (OAj 

23:15 .London (BA) 

23:30 ....London, Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (R W) 

Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

09:45 Rome (Rj> 

10:40 ...-Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:00 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 


19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 ..Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 
21:00 .....Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

01:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (.KL) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

06:35 Lamaca (CY) 

08:00 .Beirut (ME) 

08:25 London (BA) 

10:30 - Cairo (MS) 

11:15 Al Hudaidah. Aden (TY") 

12:00 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 .Tunis (TUj. 

14:20 _.Shari(jah (AH) 

15:15 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 JDoha(QR) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi Karachi (PK) 
23:55 ..Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Marka Air- 

port) (RW) 

08:15 -Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW)_ 
16:45 ....Amman (Marka Ai fi 
port) (RW) 

17:55 .TeL Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21:50 Aqaba (RW). 
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Regional ecological problems can only be solved through peace 


— Queen 


By Ahmad KJiatih 

Spirit! hi llic Jnrt!,iu Tina i 

AMMAN — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor fold on 
intemuti anal con«;rval mu 

forum on Tuesday fftat an 
overall solution to regional 
ecological problem.' could 

only be achieved through 
cwmprehenshe peace. 

While glohili'uuinn iN 
enciHirasLne; cuunuies u» 
deepen cuuperation to sohe 
ecological problems, die Mid- 
dle East remains tmgmented 
by conflicLs that ihrcaieu die 
wellbeing of both people :u«j 
ihecmironmcnu die said. 

"We are caught in a \ icious 
circle: comprehensive solu- 
tions to our regional ecologi- 
cal problems will .irise only 
dirough comprehensive 
peace,” Queen Moor said at 
the start of a three -day meet- 
ing of the World CorcservaiMn 
Union tfUCNi. held in coop- 
eration tvidi IL’CN Nanoiul 
Conuninee. 

“Bui the scarcity of 
resources such a> water and 
arable land is one uf the 
sources ofconilict. it is imp^ir- 


umi to see die cm irontnem not 
^ luxan. us he attended h» 
alter peace h,u been aciiiexed, 
but a ^et issue K«r re^;{»ml 
stahilir." she stressed 

Queen Ntnjj, ;m JUCN 
pauou. said that all countries 
were aware ui Uva cm-e- 
quences «•! tin.* wurlJ’s en\i- 
h'miiental problems and most 
had S4»luii«»ns to these chal- 
lenges. 

liuJ We have n*< vet icxuui 
the mc.uis or cnuiiiini will to 

entorce fsilicies to m.«1\c djose 
piobleiiLs.” she explained. 

"Our key challenge is i»» use 
die tuuhi- lacc-ted strengths ot 
die ll'CN h. together, 

drawing upon both nuidcni 
technical cxpenisc and the 
cumulative wi%di.»ni of t*ur 
past experience to chan a path 
tow. ml, sii stall li hi lily jnd 

well being on ever, level, 
local, regional and g'u-bal" 

The loium. a gathering of 
ll'CN mcmlxTs. comiuis- 
*■*' *»-*• and patrons, is focusing 
on progr.unming for die 
region’s m.un coaser-uiinn 
issues, h is a toliow-up to ihc 
tiist icgional toruin lielJ m 
Riyadh m Iriri?. 


Queen Noor reviewed sev- 
eral Jmdunijn programmes 
dial were implemented with 
foreign hdp to light pressing 
environmental problems and 
said diet could lx: used as 
examples for udier countries. 

Together with llie United 
Nations ;uk! die World Bank. 
Jordtin pionceied die A/ruq 
Oasis ftojeet to restore an 
arid-zone wetland ecosystem. 
Queen Noor s;iid 

"Jordiui .ilso took :hJv. mutge 
of debt -for- nature swaps 

KLscd on die idea that in the 
ties eloping countries the debt 
crisis :uk 1 environmental jrriitv 
lents are interlinked," t^ueen 
Nixh avklal. 

Ihe IUCN will help broker 
deals (leiucen the Ministry of 
H nance .tml v;uivuis diuKirs 
while the IliC’N National 
Conuninee will select projects 
lo benefit from such aid. 

Tlie IUCN National Com- 
mittee also worked hard to 
promote conservation initia- 
tives. cspecutlly- in setting up 
rhe regirvial conuninee th.ii 
will include West ;ind Central 
Asia and North Africa. Queen 
Noor said. 


Because conservation issues 
were iiiumeLtied. countries 
should "tltink globally and .ici 
loctillv," site stated. 

Tlk? IUCN. among die 
world's most active cotiser.a- 
lion urgiuiisitiosis, lias nearly 

y.(K)0 technical .uiJ policy 
experts in six global commis- 
sions giving inlonnaiioti and 
sharing die conservation expe- 
riences of &)5 insutuQons 
worldwide. 

IUCN DirecMr General 
David McDowell saiil die 
forum will iuidiess the serious 
issues of long-ienu sustain- 
ability of the (Vianet 

He said die 1 UCN was seek- 
ing iiispirjtkm 1mm various 
regions ;uid "from the field” as 
it celebrates irs 50th anniver- 
sary this year and starts chart- 
ing a strategy for the next 5U 
year*. 

"In the medium-term, at 
least, the big security threat we 
all face is etivironmenuil. 'llie 
world’s resources arc* finite" 
Mr. McDnvell said. 

"Underlying many o) the 
regional and naiioruil conflicLs 
which now assail us all is a 
fundamental contlict over 


access to and the sustainabili- 
ty of resources, nut le.Lst luitur- 
.il living rcssturces and water.” 
he explained. 

Mohammad Abrougi. 
IUCN Vice president, said 
ithxsi countries were facing 
v.mous cluilenges regarding 
stiscunalile Jevekvpmem and 
conserv ing the environment as 
.i ‘■result of unjustified policies 
and arbitrary behaviour of the 
citizens themselves.” 

"Peri ups our meeting will 
give us the chance to solve 
these challenges.” he said. 

The president of Jordan’s 
Royal Society tor the Conser- 
vation of Nature. AnLs Muash- 
er. suggested several ideas for 
:ui overall regional eoopera- 
rion strategy and said the area 
needed general legislation for 
the environment. 

"We must strengtlvm coop- 
eration in areas of exchanging 
intbrmuuon and experience 
related to the introduction of 
endangered species and pro- 
tected .ireas in the . eg ion." Mr. 
Muashcr said. "A c*.»mprehen- 
sive database will be a v.du- 
able aid to the region and its 
ongoing e fibres " 


Later Tuesday. Queen N\x»r 
attended a dinner orgaiLscd by 
die IUCN as pan of lb? 
IL CN's 5lXh anniversary cele- 
brations. according to a press 
release. 

Queen Noor honoured for- 
mer IUCS President Moham- 
mad Kassils for his pioneering 
w ork in the field of environ- 
mental conservation, panicu- 
larly in plant ecology and 
combating deseniticaiion. 

Dr. Kas-sas. -.vhts is a protss- 
scir emeritus of botany at the 
L'niversity of Cairo, has 
received tsumere»us 

international prizes that 
include the l ! niied Nations 
Prize for Eitvironnient. the 
.Arab League Educauonal. 
Cultural and Scientific Organ- 
isation i.ALESCOi Gold 

Medal, and the Cimimander in 
the Order of the Golden .Art. 
fnm die Neiherlands. 

Mr. McDowell also 

announced the establishment 
of a new IUCN award that will 
be named alter Queen Noor u> 
a mhute to her long-standing 
environmental endeavours, 
the statement said. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor. along with Abdul Aziz Abu 
Zinada, secretary general of the National Committee 
for Wildlife Conservation and Development in Saudi 
Arabia, and David McDovvalL IUCN director general, 
participate in the first session of the three-day IUCN 
meeting t Photo by Yousef 'Allan; 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Tunisian minister arrives for talks 
on environment-related issues 


EU envoy Mora linos 
arrives Thursday 

AMMAN ( Petra i — The 
European Union envoy 
fur the Middle East peace 
process. Miguel Murali- 
no.s, will arrive here 
Thursday for a one-day 
visit for talks with senior 
officials on the latest 
developments in the 
region and the Middle 
East peace process. 

Cabinet appoints 
ministry secretary 
general 

AMMAN (Petra; — The 
Cabinet*' on Tuesday 
decided to appoint Mu/a- 
hem Shavvkat Muheiwrn 
as secretary general of the 
Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications. 

Iranian delegation 

arrives Saturday 

AMMAN < Petra; — A 
nine-member Iranian par- 
liamentary delegation, 

headed by tlie chairperson 
of the Jordanian-Iranian 
Parliamentary Friendship 
Committee, will arrive 
here Saturday on a four- 
day visit for talks with 
senior officials and parlia- 
mentarians on bilateral 
relations in various fields. 

Japan to provide 
$8 million in 
medical gquipment 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan and Japan Tuesday 
signed an agreement 
under which the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency tJICAi will pro- 
vide the Ministry of 
Health and MeJicul Care 
with equipment worth 
million to upgrade the 
medical services at the 
ministry’s hospitals. The 
agreement was signed for 
the ministry by Secretary 
General Adnan Abbas, 
and for JICA by Hiroshi 
Ohtira. head of a delega- 
tion currently on a visit to 
Jordan. 


.AMMAN M’otmi — Jordan 
and Tunisia Tuesday ‘.•jxrned 
talks on iGupcrulion in envi- 
ronment-related fields with 
the goal cl concluding ;in 
agreement l«*r euordtnaliny 
the two countries' efforts u> 
protect the cn\ iron mem, 

TTie Jordanian delegatii.m is 
being headed by Minister of 
Municipal :utd Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Taw liq 
Kreishan and the Tunisian 
side is being led by his coun- 
terpart. Mohammad MaJikeh. 
who arrived here Monday 
evening on a three-day visit to 
the Kingdom. 

Welcoming the Tunisian 
. ..minister of the. environment. 
Mr. Kreishan said the talks 
are to be crowned by the sign- 
ing of an accord dealing with 
pollution. desenificaiion. 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Spur ia t Ui ihe JfrJun Tunes 

AMMAN — Organically- 
grown truit.s and vegetables 
have been in high demand alter 
hitting the shelves of supermar- 
kets and greveries under a pri- 
vate pilot project launched with 
German aid four years ago. 

Thirty l'aniK-rs arc involved 
in the project, which promotes 
the use of sale and environ- 
mentally friendly methods, 
project supervisor Samir Ahdul 
Jabhor told the Jordan Times 

The farm pnxluce. the prices 
of which are around 20 per 
cent higher than nott-orjjtutie 
vegetables and l runs, are 
gpswn un«.k-r independent 
supervision alter "havinu 
pussc-J international jwsticidc 
residue tests.' 1 he added. 

Many JonJ.inians have been 
concerned l« >r years h\ (xissi- 
ble abuse <•! pesticides by local 
tanners, many of tliem itlitcr- 
ate or trying to reduce expens- 
es. Saudi Arabia recently lifted 
a fi\e-ye:ir ban on imports of 
Jordanian farm produce on 
grounds that many farmers 
were using waste -water as a 


water resource protection, 
waste disposal, stemming 
industrial poiluiii*n. and other 
relevant issues. 

According to the Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs laid the Environment, 
the agreement will provide 
for raising public awareness 
through tlie media and the 
exchange of publications and 
posters, introducing protec- 
tion «if die environment as a 
subject into the seltool curric- 
ula in both countries, and 
joint research. 

The ministry stud the two 
sides will study each other’s 
regulations and laws concern- 
ing . the . , cnvirunmcnt. 
exchange expertise in envi- 
n inment-rdared legislation, 
conduct joint studies on the 
effects of chemicals and pcsli- 


means of irrigation in addition 
to the uncontrollable use of 
pesticides — charees repeated- 
ly denied by die government. 

11k* two-phase project, to 
end by December 2001, is 
supervised by the National 
Centre of Agricultural 
Research for Technological 
Training and financed by rhe 
Gentian Agency for Technical 
Cooperation iGTZj, Mr. Ahdul 
Jabbar explained. GTZ is 
spending a total of DM7 mil- 
lion (JD2.3 tnilliont on Utc 
scltenw. Jordan's first official 
effort i«i introduce onianicaiiy- 
grown padiKe. 

‘TTie project plans to... 
reduce the usage of chemicals 
as pesticides and to exchange 
them with products tlim ore 
iik»iv friendly and safer to both 
Uvc environment and human 
health." he said. 

"Tlie project is open to all 
farmers that want to use the 
new technology." lie said. “We 
provide free technical advice to 
all" 

The project managed to lure 
30 fanners under the first tliree- 
ycar phase, launched in 1995. 
Now it is seeking to widen ils 


cities on agricultural produc- 
tion, examine recycling pro- 
gnintnK's. pi hi! efforts to pro- 
tect surface .tnd undcrgrt«und 
water resources front pollu- 
tion. conduct joint rese.trch on 
dettling with marine pollution 
in harbours, and exchange 
information and expertise on 
how to dispose of dangerous 
and poisonous waste and pro- 
tect the atmosphere. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement to be signed dur- 
ing the delegation’s visit, Jor- 
dan and Tunisia will also 
agree on training personnel 
involved in lighting pollution 
and greening semi-desert 
areas. 

After the preliminary meet- 
ings. the rwxi ministers visited 
a number of waste-water 
treatment plants. 


base and include as jnany 
farmers as possible by the year 
2U0I. 

Farmers under the project are 
adapting certain measures and 
tests to ensure dial their prod- 
ucts are safe for human con- 
sumption. 

"A former needs to sign a 
declaration form whereby he 
has to go by the rules and the 
systems set” Mr. Abdul Jabbar 
stud. "He will undergo checks 
from engineers, who will lot 
and give advice” 

Tlie engineers make regular 
visits to these farms and send 
random samples from vegeta- 
bles and fruits to laboratories to 
ensure "they are free from any 
harmful chemical residues." 
Mr. Abdul Jabbar explained. 

"The farmer is then provided 
with a certificate that entities 
him to sell his products as 
chemical-free goods, in boxes 
with a distinct sticker that cus- 
tomers look for when buying 
these products.” 

The project will soon market 
produce across the country 
through various central veg- 
etable and fruit markets. 


Organic produce project promoting 
less harmful agricultural methods 


Airline negotiating with Egyptian 
authorities to operate tourist flights 


AMMAN I Petra > — Royal 
Wings, a subsidiary of Roy j 1 
Jordanian (RJt. the national 
air carrier, is currently nego- 
tiating with the Egyptian 
civil aviation authorities to 
operate regular and chartered 
IlighLs between tourist sites 
in tlie two countries, accord- 
ing (o Royal Wings Director 
General Ahed Quntur. 

Roy al Wings is seeking to 
operate IlighLs between 
Aqaba and Cairo and 
between Aqaba and Shaim 


Al Sheikh. A! Ghardaqa and 
Luxor, suid Mr. Quntar in a 
statement marking Royal 
Wings' second anniversary . 

In 199b, Royal Wings 
transported 39.042 passen- 
gers between Amman and 
Aqaba and 13.159 on the 
Aminun-Tcl Aviv route. In 
1997, the airline transported 
43.47 1 passengers from 
Amman to Aqaba, register- 
ing a 12 per cent increase, 
and 2 1 .4 1 9 between Am man 
and Tel Aviv, an increase of 


63 per cent over tlie 1 9^»o fig- 
ures. according to Mr. Qun- 
tar. 

Alter the conclusion of the 
1994 Jordan- Israel peace 
treaty, the number of tourists 
coming to Jordan increased 
dramatically, prompting RJ 
to create Royal Wings to 
conduct medium-range 
IlighLs within the Middle 
East he noted. 

Referring to the IlighLs to 
Tel Aviv. Mr. Quntar said 
Royal Wings begun operat- 


ing live flights a week to Tel 
Aviv in 1996. The number of 
weekly flights later increased 
to six and as of Feb. 22. die 
number will be seven. 

Royal Wings last month 
received a second 50-seat 
plane and has made plans for 
operating routes to Cyprus. 
Rhodes, and Amalia in 
Turkey, and will be conduct- 
ing three instead of two daily 
flights between Amman and 
Aqaba. 


Jordanian, Palestinian health ministers 
agree on committee to implement protocol 


AMMAN iJ.T.i — The Jor- 
danian and Palestinian health 
ministers Tuesday agreed to 
set up a joint committee co- 
chaired by the under-secre- 
taries of the two ministries to 
work out an appropriate 
mechanism for the imple- 
mentation of a 1996 health 
protocol. 

The agreement was 
reached on the second day of 
a three-day visit to Jordan by 
Palestinian Health Minister 
Riyad Zanoun. who with his 


counterpart Ashraf Kurdi dis- 
cussed health and medical 
assistance that cun be off ered 
to the Palestinians through 
the protocol. 

Dr. Kurdi reviewed his 
ministry’s capacity for pro- 
viding technical and academ- 
ic training to Palestinian 
medical personnel, nurses 
and paramedics, according to 
a statement by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

For his pari. Dr. Zanoun 
submined the needs of the 


Palestinian in these fields, 
pointing out that there was an 
urgent need for holding train- 
ing courses in Jordan for 
Palestinian personnel and 
despatching Jordanian spe- 
cialists to the Palestinian self- 
rule areas to work for specif- 
ic periods of time. He also 
discussed the need for techni- 
cians to maintain medical 
equipment in Palestinian hos- 
pitals. 

Other topics discussed, 
according to Petra, included 


cooperation in pharmaceuti- 
cals. health insurance, health 
economics, and health centre 
management, in addition to 
the treatment of Palestinian 
patients in Jordanian hospi- 
tals upon referral by the 
Palestinian health authorities. 

TTie treatment of Palestini- 
ans here is covered by the 
1996 protocol, which also 
provides for medium- and 
long-term training courses 
for medical staff', among 
other matters. 


NCP declines to elaborate on reasons 
behind Rawabdeh’s resignation 


AMMAN IJ.T.i — The 
National Constitutional 
Party (NCP; Tuesday con- 
firmed the resignation of its 
second man. Deputy Secre- 
tary General Abdul Ra'ouf 
Rawabdeh, but declined to 
disclose the reasons behind 
it. 

"Mr. Rawabdeh submitted 
his resignation to NCP Sec- 
retary General Abdul Hadi 
Majali, and the executive 
committee will discuss it in 
its next regular meeting on 
Saturday," NCP Spokesper- 
son Hakim Khcir told the 
Jordan Times on Tuesday. 


He said the party will give 
more details on the resigna- 
tion after Saturday’s meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Rawabdeh, a former 
deputy prime minister, also 
declined to elaborate on the 
reasons behind his decision, 
which took many politicians 
by surprise. 

"I do not want to be polit- 
ically involved in any party 
am more.” Mr. Rawabdeh 
told the Jordan Times. 

The much-touted NCP 
has been plagued by rival- 
ries and personal feuds 
since its creation in May. 


leading to the resignations 
of over 200 members. Many 
quit the party weeks before 
to Nov. 4 parliamentary 
elections. 

Mr. Rawabdeh was one of 
only two NCP candidates 
— out of a total of II — 
who won in the elections. 

NCP chief Abdul Hadi 
Majali. brother of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 

Majali. also won a seat in 
the SQ-member Lower 
House. 

Analysis had earlier sug- 
gested that the coalition, 
formed from ihe merger of 


nine centrist parties as well 
as independent tribal lead- 
ers and senior officials, 
would become u dominant 
power in Jordan's political 
scene. 

But a storm of prominent 
resignations, including for- 
mer NCP President Akif 
Favez. soon led to rumours 
in political circles that a sec- 
ond pro-government parry 
could be established. 

The resignees have 
accused the party's leader- 
ship of "tyranny” and unde- 
mocratic procedures in 
decision-making. 


mhat’s going on 


FILMS 

Iren’s film Man Ru 
itish Council, Jabal Amman 
m. 

nidi film "Tlie SiMjnJnun- 
L*tier- ai tiwiiuftj Cenumev. 
nrruin on ThurviLi) Feb. 1- 
un. 

ircTai Dana A! Funun. Jabiil 

i on Thursday Fsb ^ 

nan film "JuiiU" ai Guethe- 
JabuJ Amman ut 7:U6 pm. ■ 
e Preacher's Wife" a the 
n Centre. Abdoun on 
i Feb. i::n5-.00p.ni. 

CONCEKf 
e and viola duet by 
md Assad Mohammad Ali 
Gmup) rluyins P , ' lKa b >' 
a Dural Al Fumm, Jahal 
( Td. 643251 1 ai 6:00 p-n*. 
>|Ioc.ed by a discussion on 


Mmilunrua be i««wn painrinii 
music i. 

PLAY 

“ Children’' pl-*. v ” A 'nwiiire 
Dream" ill die Ki»yaJ Culueul Court 
ai ]().ixi Am. (driily umil Feb. 21 ». 

WORLD NET DIALOGUE 

• a, ime-hour Wuridiwt i&duiWe 
via satelliic (in English; on Black 
American Lrioaiure ai 3*0 p.i». ai 
iheAineneiin Came iiuduurium. 

Rmriuis i n ■ IonJ * DL ^ Ku - tl 
Kavvo, and Ms. Uuna Al Kluir. will 
addrevs questiuns arul oHiuuenis lo 
two panelist' in W'ashingion. Ms 
Donnj Wyant Howell, audur of"! 
was u Slav c." which K « coHcviion oi 
24 h»lis ponr.iying photoyr.iph'i oi 
fom«r slaws, and Ms. Valeric Babb, 
AssreiiUL- ProlcNsor of English ul 
CiMigeiown UniveiNiy. 


Local charitable society helping young couples tie the knot 


By Ahmad Khutih 

S/h'cmI m the Jonlan Tune\ 

AMMAN — Kltiileduh and Attiu 
Abbas are among 791 Jordanians 
who managed to get married after 
receiving interest-free I««tns from a 
l»va! Islamic charity seeking m help 
young couples tie tlie knot. 

Al Afaf 1 chastity) Charity- Society 
was set up in 1993 to help Jiieiliuue 
marriages — the number one con- 
cern for thousands of young JonJani- 
uils after finding a job. 

"Willwui the society, it was diffi- 
cult to gel married, especially with 
all ihe complicated rcquircmcnis that 
laced us,” Mr. Abbas. 40. told llte 
Jordan Times. 

"At the beginning, our families did 
ruM accept the idea, but when they 
understood the goal of AI Afaf. they 
became more titan satisfied," he 
added. 


Soaring bride prices and wedding 
costs arc driving many men and 
women to delay marriages, a trend 
officials blame for rising divorce 
rates and a growing number of Jor- 
danian spinsters. 

Al Afaf, keen to protect society 
tront social ’’ills.’’ including spinster- 
huod and pre -marital sex, is trying to 
help Jordanians start families, 
regardless of their religion or race. 

"Spinsterhood and [social! frustra- 
tion are spreading because of unrea- 
sonable wedding cosLs and the com- 
plications that accompany matrimo- 
ny," Al Afaf Director Mufid Sarhan 
told tiie Jordan Times in a recent 
interview. 

In a country- with a per capita 
income of JD 1 ,420, an average w ed- 
ding could cost between JD6,000« 
7 . 000 , including the bride pria j , gold 
gifts and a simple wedding party. ' 

Tlk? independent charity has dis- 


bursed around JD-lOu.OGO in easy- 
Icmi loans to Jordanians wishing to 
get married after studying their 
social and financial situation, he said. 

"We cooperate with the Islamic 
Bank, which is giving us interest- 
free loans because it believes in the 
cases of these young people." Mr. 
Surhan said. 

Al Afat' set up committees in vari- 
ous pares of the Kingdom, including 
the densely-populated cities ol'Zarqa 
and Irbid and in the impoverished 
Jordan Valley. 

The chanty liasis lectures to 
remind people of the importance of 
family links and helps young cou- 
ples find "llteir bener half’ by solic- 
iting applications from interested 
men and women. 

Likely matches are able to arrange 
meetings inside the premises of the 
society in the presence of family 
members' to discuss future plans. But 


the charity is keen to stress that it is 
not a doting agency. 

"We study their applications confi- 
dentially. in order to help them get 
together." Mr. Sarhan said. "After 
thai, the process goes traditionally in 
line with our social habits." 

Marriage in Islam, Jordan's official 
religion, is a rno-pon process. The 
first is ihe agreement between the 
couple, which is witnessed by a cler- 
ic, and the second is an announce- 
ment that the marriage has taken 
place through a wedding. 

Al Afaf has organised four group 
weddings of over 17 couples to cut 
down on costs and edueaie people 
that expensive parties arc not useful. 

"You could never imagine the 
signs of happiness on their faces and 
through their behaviour,” Mr. Sarhan 
said of the mass marriages, the last of 
which was held in Irbid last August. 

A 1995 study on unemployment 


and poverty found that young people 
were getting married later on in life 
because of greater openness, 
improved living standards and more 
w omen joining the labour force. 

But dating before marriage in gen- 
eral remains restricted in a conserva- 
tive society where most union> are 
arranged by families chiefly con- 
cerned with money and status. 

The average marrying age for men 
rose to 28.6 in 1995 from 26.8 in 
1991, while women tended to many 
at the age of 24.S. up from 22.8 over 
the same period. 

A group of JonJaniam are plan- 
ning to set up a similar society to 
boost social solidarity and eneouiase 
marriages after a study- found out 
that the county- had 270,000 spinstere 
and bachelors. The Jordanian Social 
Solidarity hopes to be legalised soon. 




4 World News 




Lewinsky fights subpoena 


to testify in sex-and-lies scandal 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Monica Lewinsky and her 
lawyers are fighting to 
quash a subpoena to have 
the former White House 
intern testify without a 
grant of immunity' before a 
grand jury probing sex-and- 
bes allegations against U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

Ms. Lewinsky's attorney 
William Ginsburg told 
reporters in Los Angeles 
Monday chat he planned to 
go to court to prevent his 
client from testifying 
Thursday before a grand 
juiy and to enforce an 
immunity agreement for 
Ms. Lewinsky he says was 
struck Feb. 2 with indepen- 
dent counsel Kenneth Starr. 

Cable News Network said 
Mr. Ginsburg was planning 
to initiate legal proceedings 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Ginsburg. who along 
with Ms. Lewinsky' was in 
Los Angeles Monday, has in 
the past hinted that Ms. 
Lewinsky would invoke the 
U.S. constitutions Fifth 
Amendment right against 
self-incrimination and keep 
silent at a hearing if she was 
not granted immunity from 
prosecution. 

Mr. Starr is leading an 
investigation into allega- 
tions Mr. Clinton had an 


affair with Ms. Lewinsky 
and sought to cover it up. 

Mr. Clinton denies the 
affair but has refused to 
comment on the nature of 
his relationship with Ms. 
Lewinsky, who began 
working as an intern at the 
White House in 1995 when 
she was 2 1 . 

Ms. Lewinsky, w'ho also 
denied the affair in a sworn 
statement, was secretly 
tape-recorded talking about 
it to a co-worker on tapes 
which Mr. Starr has 
'obtained. 

Mr. Clinton's lawyer 
David Kendall filed a for- 
mal complaint against Mr. 
Starr in a federal court 
Monday, charging him with 
wrongfully revealing details 
of the case. 

"These leaks, if they’re 
coming from the indepen- 
dent counsel's office, are 
unlawful and they are 
grossly unfair," said White 
House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart. 

The grand jury testi- 
monies in the case which 
began Jan. 21 are under seal 
and ILS. law bars the prose- 
cutor from discussing them. 

But the media have been 
given extraordinary access 
to sensational details of the 
case which Mr. Clinton’s 


aides charge come from Mr. 
Starr to bolster his case. 

Mr. Kendall was expected 
to call for an investigation 
and possible sanctions 
against Mr. Starr. a 
Republican who is also 
investigating the 

Whitewater and other 
White House affairs. 

Hitting back in the scan- 
dal threatening Mr. Clinton. 
White House aides went on 
a very vocal offensive 
against Mr. Starr last week. 

But Mr. Lockhart said 
Monday the matter was 
now in the hands of Mr. 
Clinton's legal team and 
that the White House would 
stay silent on the proceed- 
ings. 

Mr. Ginsburg has also 
charged that leaking infor- 
mation was an attempt to 
put pressure on Ms. 
Lewinsky by Mr. Starr, who 
reportedly wants her to tes- 
tify that Mr. Clinton urged 
her to lie about their rela- 
tionship, which is an 
impeachable offence. 

Republican leaders have 
already discussed how to 
handle any preliminary 
impeachment proceedings, 
according to an aide to 
House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich. 

Money from a reserve 


Rescuers comb quake-hit Afghan 


villages amid fears of disease 


KHOJA- KHAIRA. 
Afghanistan (AFP) — Aid 
workers Tuesday combed a 
remote snowbound region 
devastated by a huge earth- 
quake which killed some 
4.000 people amid fears for 
survivors facing after- 
shocks. hunger and disease. 

The race against time to 
reach the villages, some a 
two-day donkey ride away, 
came amid growing fears 
of epidemics spread by 
tainted water supplies. 

The aid effort was being 
coordinated by the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
Medecins Sans FrontiCres 
(Doctors Without Borders), 
but there were only a dozen 
foreign aid workers on the 
ground facing a mammoth 
task. 

"We fear the contamina- 
tion of water with undis- 
covered dead bodies and 
dead animals lying around 
in the villages." Sandrine 
Chopin of the European 
Commission Humanitarian 
Office said. 

Tuesday seven jeeps 
loaded with aid workers, 
including U.N. staff from 
neighbouring Badakshan 
province and carrying 
emergency medical equip- 
ment. set off to scour the 
region to assess the full 
scale of the disaster. 

But an air search was 
delayed due to bad weather 
conditions and low-lying 
cloud. 

About 4.000 people were 
reported to have been 
killed in Wednesday’s 
quake, but hundreds more 
may still be lying undis- 
covered, according to aid 
officials. 

A LTnited Nations 
spokesman in Kabul smd 
the U.N. "is investigating 
the possibility" of a heli- 
copter survey of the area 


with the help of U.N. 
offices in neighbouring 
Tajikistan. 

Some of the wounded 
were being treated in 
Rostaq clinic. Most suf- 
fered from burns and bro- 
ken bones, after their mud- 
and-wood huts caught fire 
when burning stoves were 
toppled by the quake. ■ 

"There was a big shake 
and my house felT down. 
My leg was stuck over the 
fire as I screamed for help, 
until some neighbours 
came and got me out," 
Abdul Hamid told AFP 
from bis hospital bed. 

The subsistence farmer, 
who was in his 30s, had to 
have his leg amputated 
after being trapped for 30 
minutes in the hamlet of 
Sar-i-Gbar. Four members 
of his family were killed. 

Some 90 patients were 
crowded into the 30-bed 
clinic Tuesday, sleeping on 
mattresses thrown on the 
floors as staff struggled to 
cope. 

One haunted little girl 
was found wandering in the 
ruins of her home. She has 
not spoken • since, and no- 
one knows what happened 
to her family, staff said. 

A Belgian Medecins Sans 
Frontieres team, who were 
the first Westerners to 
reach the site, believe as 
many as 27 villages could 
have been affected by the 
quake, which registered 5.6 
on the Richter scale. 

The epicentre was locat- 
ed about 500 kilometres 
north of Peshawar on the 
Afgban-Tajikistan border 
in a remote and mountain- 


ous region. 

So far only eight of the 
nearest villages have been 
visited by the rescue teams 
some 2.000 metres above 
sea-level. 

They were told in one 


flattened village that 1,800 
people were killed in the 
haml et alone. Another 300 
died in a nearby half- 
destroyed village, the team 
said in a message received 
by the ICRC at its office in 
Pakistan. 

The trip to the nearest vil- 
lages some 12 to 20 kilo- 
metres away is a bone- 
shaking two-hour drive 
over rough terrain followed 
by a 20-minute uphill hike. 

Aid officials said they 
were considering other 
options of how to reach the 
stricken outlying villages, 
which huddle further up the 
snow-covered mountain 
slopes. 

“Now the goal is to visit 
all the villages to provide a 
needs assessment." said 
Jim Soonaroane. medical 
coordinator for the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). 

"However some of the 
villages are so far away we 
cannot be sure if there are 
more injured out there and 
what the impact on those 
villages is," * he added 
Tuesday. 

Medical supplies, tents 
and blankets have been 
reaching the area by special 
flights and convoys organ- 
ised by Pakistan and the 
Red Cross. 

The MSF has used some 
military helicopters provid- 
ed by the ousted Afghan 
government, which con- 
trols Takhar province, for 
ferrying only medical sup- 
plies. an MSF official said. 

Aftershocks have also led 
to a flood of panicked vil- 
lagers. “Frightened sur- 
vivors are leaving villages 
and are on roads," said Red 
Cross spokesman Juan 
Martinez, saying many 
were on their way to the 
Takhar provincial capital of 
Taloqan. 


Potential 
vaccine for 


ovarian 


cancer 


under way 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
team of U.S. cancer 1 
researchers said Monday they 
had created what they think 
could potentially be a vaccine 
against cancer of the ovaries 
using a patients own cancer 
cells. 

The vaccine stimulated the 
immune systems of volunteers 
although there was no evi- 
dence yet it could work 
against cancer, they told a 
meeting of the Society of 
Gynecologic Oncologists in 
Orlando. Honda. 

Dr. Charles Dumoo and col- 
leagues at Jefferson Medical 
College in Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania, tested the vac- 
cine on six patients. 

“We looked for an immune 
reaction, with the idea that 
such a reaction might mean 
die vaccine would prove 
potentially beneficial,” Dr. 
Dunton said in a statement. 

But he said surgery and 
chemotherapy would still be 
the first choice of treatment 
for ovarian cancer. “I doubt 
that the vaccine will ever 
become the primary treat- 
ment.” Dr. Dunton said 

Some of the patient's can- 
cerous cells are taken out and 
weakened with a chemical. 
This allows the body's 
immune system to recognise 
and attack them — and hope- 
fully all the other cancer cells. 

Jefferson researchers, work- 
ing with Kansas city based 
Av&x Technologies Inc are 
also testing a cancer vaccine 
for malignant melanoma — 
skin cancer that has spread to 
the lymph nodes. This vaccine 
is so promising it is in phase 
m trials to see how well it 
actually does work. 


Sonia Gandhi takes India polls by storm 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
month after her political debut 
near the scene of her husband's 
assassination,. Italian-bom 
Sonia Gandhi has taken India 
by storm. 

To most Indians, the mother- 
of-two widow of Rajiv Gandhi 
was an enigma when she 
addressed 15.000 people in the 
southern town of 
Sriperumbudur early in 
January, urging them to vote 
for her husband's onee-domi- 
nant Congress party. 

Sonia Gandhi, who has spent 
the past seven years since 
Rajiv's death concentrating on 
charity work, was clearly ill at 
ease as she spoke in Italian- 
accented English, reading from 
a prepared text while ringed by 


armed commandos. 

That uncertainty has gone. 
Sonia Gandhi is now an 
aggressive campaigner, hitting 
out at Hindu nationalists and 
other Congress rivals. 

Some even compare her style 
with that of Indira Gandhi, her 
mother-in-law and India’s 
prime minister for 16 years. 

Congress President Sitaram 
Kesri, virtually sidelined by his 
party to make way for her. said 
Tuesday: “Sonia Gandhi's 

campaign has put a stop to the 
hopes of the nationalists of 
coming to power ... there is a 
perceptible wave in our 
favour.” 

Even her sternest critics 
admit that Sonia Gandhi, even 
though she has declined to 


become a candidate, has begun 
altering the political landscape 
— as well as predictions of the 
outcome of the polls between 
Feb. 16-March 7. 

“Sonia Gandhi has become 
the focal point of the 1998 elec- 
tions," said Congress spokes- 
woman AmbOca Soni. 

She said India's oldest party, 
hoping to close the gap on the 
dominant Hindu nationalist 
BJP (Indian People's Party), 
had been "rejuvenated-’’ 
adding: “She has given us a 
fight to look forward to. 

“When the elections were 
announced, it seemed as if the 
BJP was just waiting to take 
power. The whole thing has 
reversed." 

Even diehard Congress 


opponents concede there has 
been an impact 
Monday BJP President Lai 
Krishna Advani admitted 
Sonia Gandhi's entrance meant 
it was no longer a “one-horse 


Doraiswamy Raja, a leader 
of the outgoing centre-left 
United Front coalition which is 
the third aspirant for power, 
said Tuesday: “She has certain- 
ly benefited the Congress and 
made things difficult for BJP. 
That is a fact" 

In just a month Gandhi — 
who does not hold a post in the 
Congress — has become the de 
facto power centre in the party, 
led by the Nehru -Gandhi fami- 
ly for around 40 years since 
independence in 1947. 
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account could be used to 
hire the staff that would be 


necessary to review materi- 
al if Mr. Srarr dumps "a 
couple of hundred thousand 
pieces of paper" on the 
Judiciary Committee, the 
aide said. 

Mr. Starr is considering 
submitting the evidence his 
office has gathered on the 
Ms. Lewinsky matter to the 
Judiciary Committee 
instead of a grand jury. 

Meanwhile, the media 
leaks — and retractions — 
continued unabated. 

Newsweek magazine 
reported that lawyers close 
to the president's defence 
Said a new witness — White 
House aide Ashley Raines 
— told investigators she lis- 
tened to telephone mes- 
sages from Mr. Clinton left 
on Ms. Lewinsky's answer- 
ing machine. Ms. Raines 
also gave investigators 
detailed accounts of what 
Ms. Lewinsky ' told her 
about the alleged affair with 
the president, the magazine 
said. 

The Wall Street Joufnal 
Monday retracted a report 
that White House employee 
Bayani Nelvis had testified 
he spotted Mr. Clinton and 
Ms. Lewinsky alone togeth- 
er in a White House office. 



White House aide AshJev Raines leaves the U.S. District 
Court in Washington, after testifying before the grand 
jury investigating the allegations of the possible affair 
between President Clinton and White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky (Reuters photo) 


China deports exiled 
dissident who sought 
. to build opposition 


BELTING (AFP) — China 
moved quickly to deport 
U.S. -based dissident 
Wang Bing zhang who had 
slipped back into the 
country to form an oppo- 
sition party, bur released 
three of four dissidents 
held on suspicion of join- 
ing his effort. 

Mr. Wang’s brother, and 
officials at the U.S. 
embassy, confirmed he 
had arrived in Los 
Angeles on a flight from 
Shanghai Monday. 

The brother. Wang 
Bingwu. who lives in 
Canada, said by telephone 
that Wang Bingzhang had 
called their parents from 
Los Angeles to say he had 
arrived safely around mid- 
day. 

“I don’t know if they 
forced him back or he 
wanted to go back." Wang 
Bingwu said. “He men- 
tioned that he was in cus- 
tody for three days, and 
was treated reasonably 
there. 

“He only told mv par- 
ents quickly that he’s 
well, and told us not to 


worry. 

New York-based 

Chinese dissident Fu 
Shenqi said Wang 
Bingzhang was staying in 
Los Angeles “at a friend 
of a friend's house." 
adding he understood 
“police forced him to get 
on the plane." 

The deportation brought 
to an end a two-week 
saga, after Mr. W'ang, 50. 
slipped into the country 
from Macau on Jan. 23. 
prompting a large-scale 
manhunt as he was on a 
list of activists to be 
refused entry into China. 

He managed to evade 
the authorities for two 
weeks. before being 
caught and detained on 
Feb. 6. north of Bengbu. 

Tuesday Chinese 

authorities accused Mr. 
Wang of slipping back 
into the country under a 
false identity. 

“Wang Bingzhang use*d 
a false name to get a visa 
by cheating. He entered 
Chinese territory illegal- 
ly." said foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhu Bangzao 
at a regular press briefing. 

“In light of our laws on 
the administration of entry 
and exit, the Chinese 
authorities of public secu- 
rity questioned him in 
accordance with the law 
and after that deported 
him.” He refused to elabo- 


rate. 

A spokesman for the 
U.S. consulate in 
Shanghai said the 
embassy had confirmed 
with the foreign ministry 
that Mr. Wang had been 
deported. 

“There are no issues left 
to be resolved between 
China and the U.S. on the 
case. The story is basical- 
ly over now'," he said. 
‘The real issue is how 
quietly and quickly the 


Chinese did this." 

According to agree- 
ments between the U.S. 
and China, if Chinese 
authorities detain a U.S. 
citizen, they must notify 
the U.S. embassy within 
four days. After thaL a 
representative from the 
embassy must be allowed 
to visit the detainee within 
48 hours, the spokesman 
said. 

In this case, the Chinese 
deponed Mr. Wang within 
three days, according to 
his younger brother. 

China also moved 
quickly to release three 
out of four dissidents 
detained on suspicion of 
trying to join forces with 
Mr. Wang. 

However, the fourth dis- 
sident. 43-year-old mathe- 
matics teacher Wang 
Tingjin. is still in police 
custody, his wife told AFP 
late Tuesday.. 

“Police said he hadn't 
yet confessed clearly." his 
wife. Zhang Fangrong. 
said. She said she was not 
told when he would be 
released. 

Chinese dissident Zhang 
Rujun told AFP he was 
freed Tuesday morning, 
after being taken into cus- 
tody by police Sunday. 

Police questioned him 
about his connection to 
Wang Bingzhang. after he 
met with Mr. Wang in 
Shanghai, he said. “The 
police asked me if I knew 
who he was. and I told 
them he was just a person- 
al friend." Mr. Zhang said. 

Two other dissidents 
taken into custody on sus- 
picion of meeting with 
Mr. Wang have been 
released in the past two 
days. 

Chinese dissident Wang 
Donghai was released by 
police Tuesday, after 
being detained overnight, 
when officials in 
Shanghai found he had 
not been in touch with the 
exiled dissident, he told 
AFP. 

A fourth activist, 
Shanghai-based Yang 
Qinheng. 44, was released 
late Monday, after he told 
them he didn't know Mr. 
Wang, following two 
hours of questioning, he 
told AFP. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
consular spokesman in 
Shanghai said U.S. 
authorities were looking 
into accusations that Mr. 
Wang enrered China on a 
fake U.S. passport. Wang 
Bingwu said Monday that 
although his brother had 
lived in the United States 
for 16 years he did not 
hold U.S. citizenship. 

Diplomats in China said 
the Chinese probably used 
phone-tapping to track 
Mr. Wang’s movements. 
“Apparently, there were 
lots of phone calls going 
back and forth, and every" 
one. knows about the 
pbones^aeifis here." said 
one Western diplomat. 


China says U.S. 


physicist accused of 


spying is innocent 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
said Tuesday accusations 
that a Taiwan-born LLS. 
physicist had handed it 
classified nuclear secrets 
were false and pan of an 
attempt to undermine rela- 
tions with the United States. 

Scientist Peter Lee’s con- 
versations with Chinese sci- 
entists were “completely 
normal international acade- 
mic exchanges." said Zhu 
Bangzao. foreign ministry 
spokesman. 

‘To construe such normal 
academic exchange as 
something else is totally 
unjustified and is prompted 
by ulterior motives,” be 
said. 

Dr. Lee. 58, who lives 
south of Los Angeles, 
admitted in December that 
he had met Chinese author- 
ities about his work as a 
research physicist at Los 
Alamos National 

Laboratory in New Mexico 
in 19S5. 

He said he knew the infor- 
mation about laser energy 
simulating nuclear detona- 
tion was classified and that 
he passed information to 
help the Chinese. 

If found guilty of passing 
classified military informa- 
tion, Dr. Lee could face a 
maximum sentence of 15 
years in federal prison and a 
$250,000 fine. A plea 
agreement has been filed. 
The Chinese foreign min- 
istry protest was echoed by 
seven Chinese scientists 
Tuesday, in an open letter 
published by the official 
Xinhua news agency. They 
said the accusations were a 
plot to undermine improv- 
ing Sino-U.S. relations and 
that Peter Lee had been 
forced to confess. 

“At present Sino-U.S. 
relations are improving. So 
we do not want to see the 
attempt of a small number 
of people to take advantage 
of this, to create trouble and 
undermine normal 

exchange between scien- 


agents. 


Armenia denies threat 
of new hostilities 


with Azerbaijan 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Armenian foreign ministry 
Tuesday denied there was a 
danger of resumed hostili- 
ties between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over the break- 
away Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave, Interfax news 
agency said. 

The statement said such 
predictions were a “deliber- 
ately distorted interpreta- 
tion of the latest events in 
the republic. seriously 
impeding the logical devel- 
opment of the process of 
the Karabakh conflict set- 
tlement." 

The foreign ministry also 
reaffirmed its readiness to 
observe a truce signed in 
May 1994 and Armenia's 
determination to “undertake 
all steps necessary for it to 
grow into a durable and 


lasting peace.” 

Armenian President 
Levon Ter-Petrossian 
resigned last week after his 
parliamentary support col- 
lapsed over his peace policy 
for Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
secessionist ethnic 

Armenian majority enclave 
inside Azerbaijan con- 
trolled by Armenian forces. 

The resignation and a pro- 
liferation of hard-line senti- 
ments in Armenia prompted 
concerns that military con- 
flict with Azerbaijan over 
the enclave might resume. 

Prime Minister Robert 
Kocharian, a fervent nation- 
alist who spearheaded 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s inde- 
pendence drive from Baku, 
is acting as head of state 
until fresh presidential elec- 
tions set for March 16. 


Prescott gets a soaking 
at Brit awards ceremony 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
annual Brit Awards for 
music were something of a 
washout for Britain’s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott. 

Shortly before the end of 
Monday night's British 
music industry awards 
ceremony, he was 
drenched with water in a 
struggle with Danbert 
Nobacon, a member of the 
anarchist band 

Chumbawamba who leapt 
on to his table^ 

Police were called and 
Mr. Nobacon was arrested, 
but released after Mr. 
Prescott did not immedi- 
ately press charges. The 
minister was said to be 
considering Tuesday 

whether to lodge a formal 
complainL 

The politician's son 


David, a TV producer, said 
“a man came towards the 
group with a bin of water. 
He jumped on to the table 
and the women, including 
Mr. John’s wife, were ter- 
rified by the aggressive 
act. 

“John leapt to their 
defence and pushed the 
man off the table, but dur- 
ing this incident John and 
the rest of the people on 
the table were drenched 
with water.” 

Spice Girl Geri Halliwell 
was one of the first to 
comfort Mr. Prescott after 
the incident 

Mr. Nobacon, 35, said he 
was protesting against the 
government for abandon- 
ing 300 Liverpool dockers 
who last month gave up a 
strike which had lasted 
since 1995. 


ii itflP 


tists of our two countries, 
thus disturbing the 
improvement and growth of 
SinorU.S. relations," said 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Zhu. . 

Mr. Zhu said Peter Lee 
had been invited to give 
.lectures in various Chinese 
universities and scientific 
institutes and take part in 
international academic con- 
ferences in China since the 
1980s. But the contents of 
his lectures were purely 
based on “basic research" 
he insisted. 

The seven Chinese scien- 
tists urged U.S. scientists to 
“uphold justice and help 
Doctor Peter Lee to be free 
from persecution in the 
United States. 

“He has been forced to 
confess to his so-called 
guilt and ... we do not like 
to see some people still try- 
ing to jeopardise the friend- 
ly relationship between our 
two nations in academic 
circles,” they wrote. 

The Chinese scientists 
said they were “greatly 
shocked" by the accusa- 
tions. They said that during 
his visits in 1985 and 1997. 
Dr. Lee delivered lectures 
relating to basic research 
but did not deal with data 
that might have important 
military applications for 
China. 

“In January' 1985, Dr. 
Lee’s lectures did not go 
beyond the contents that 
had already been published 
in academic journals and 
were far from relevant for 
simulating nuclear detona- 
tions," the scientists said. 

“In May 1997, Dr. Lee 
talked about microwave 
backscattering from the sea 
surface and nothing in his 
lectures went beyond find- 
ings published in academic 
papers," they added. 

The seven scientists did 
not discuss the possibility 
that Dr. Lee had handed the 
information over to Chinese 
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a soar 
Is cere^ 


jeopardises 

push for 

Aussie 

republic 


CANBERRA tAFPi 
Hardline republican*, threat- 
ened to walk out of oonstilu- 
uwtai nlk, here Tuesday, jeop- 
.ndKing. the (lrc;un uf U-shcnn-j, 

in an Australian republic hy 
2001 as lime ran out to reach 
ajswment. 

Friction between republi- 
cans. fuelled bv Jtsaurccmeiit 
over whetlier a pruMdcni 
>liould be elected by parlia- 
ment or by popular hal lot. has 
ovenJutiowed the two-week 
debate un Australia's tuture. 

With ihe talks now in their 
sc'.enlh day. all the fuctiuii-s ore 
aware they liave precious linle 
time lo agree on a possible 
republic model. which will he 
put to a vote Friday, and il 
appnwcd. he taken tu u ixTeren- 
dum. 

Despite earlier pronuses to 
wok towards a compromise, 
the hardline Direct Presidential 
Election Group i DREG i vtid it 
vvuuld stage a walkout if the 
mainstream Australian 

Republican Movement i ARM j 
did not give ground. 

“It is always possible that 
you get a walkout where peo- 
ple t’eel they haven’t Iven 
heard. ;ind lhar w ould be a cat- 
astrophe." said direct election 
advocate Moira Rayner. 

The group lias accused the 
ARM of colluding with the 
government and monarchists to 
furee through a republic model 
in which a president is elected 
by committee, or hy a two- 
thirds parliamentary majority. 

In a vitriolic attack against 
ARM chairtmn Malcolm 
Turnbull. Ms. Rayner said the 
.ARM was contemptuous of the 
Australian people and only- 
won places at the convention 
because their campaign was 
bankrolled by millionaires. 

“We will not allow it to be 
railroaded by deals.'' she said. 

Ironically, the republicans’ 
inability 10 present a united 
Irani has left monarchists in a 
Krone position to decide which 
republican model the conven- 
tion will recommend be pul to 
a referendum. 

A compromise model 
devised by DPEG delegates, 
who number about 3tl. was 
rejected Monday in talks with 
the 27-suong ARM. prompting 
two high-profile republicans to 
threaten to vote for the monar- 
chy- rather than the ARM 
model Friday. 

The compromise propos'd 
nomination of presidential can- 
didates hy both public and par- 
liament. selection of a shortlist 
of three by a Iwo-ihirds majori- 
ty of parliament and presiden- 
tial election by the people on 
general election day. 

But DPEG spokesman Paul 
Tully said the talks broke down 
after 20 minutes and warned 
the split in republican ranks 
could spell the end of hopes for 
an Australian republic. 

“Unless people can kiss and 
make up for Valentine s Day hy 
the end of die week I suspect 
that ihe monarchists will win 
the final v ote and there will he 
no referendum." Mr. Tully said. 

"If we don’t reach a deal 
within two days. I think the 
republic is doomed and unfor- 
tunately it will be on ihe head 
of Malcolm Turnbull." 

The direct election advocates 
received a major boost Tuesday 
with the publication of a new 
poll by The Australian newspa- 
per showing an overwhelming 
majority of Australians support 
a popular ballot- 
The poU also found that 
while 56 per cent support sev- 
ering links to Britain compared 
to 40 per cem who support 
retaining Queen Elizabeth as 
Australia's head of slate: most 
would prefer to keep the queen 
rather than accept a republic 
that denied them a vote for 
president. 

Opposition leader Kim 
Beadey Tuesday urged ihe 
waning factions to focus on ihe 
main issue of whether A usnulia 
should become a republic in ihe 
remaining days oF the constitu- 
tional convention. 

'The question about how ihe 
arrangements which emerge 
for ihe appointment ol ihe 
Australian head of stare then 
enters in the normal realm of 
Ihe Australian constitutional 
process, and there can be 
aniendmenls to that at any 
point in time." he said. 



A policeman checks the scone of crime where a Kazakh man shot and killed I wo 
photo*” iUStoniS °^ wrs at *he Polish-German Gocrlitx border crossing (Keulers 


Kazakh kills two German 


customs men at border 


DRESDEN. Germany iRt 
— A Ka/jkh man shor 
dead two Germ.rn cusUuns 
officers early Tuesday 
during a luuiine inspeclion 
of a bus at the pu’lish- 
German border, aulhon- 
ties said Tuesday. 

f w o pa ssL- ngefs w ere 
also wounded in tliL* inct- 
deui at the Goerli!/ fron- 
tier crossing, about 100 
km cast of Dresden. 

The suspected assailant 
was captured shortly after 
jumping out of a window 
and fleeing, a police 
spokesman said. 

He added that he 
believed the passengers L »n 
the bus — on its way to 
Germany from Poland — 
came mainly from Russia. 
Ukraine. Poland and 
Latvia. 

Heinz Schulze, chairman 
of ihe German Association 
of Customs Officials, said 


that ihe shooting happened 
at s: I > a. in. (02 1 5 GMT). 
The assailant ejabbed a 
pistol from Ihe holstei of 
one of the customs agents 
and shot them both at 
close range. 

Mr. Sehul/e said one of 
the agents was killed 

immediately while (he 
second died shortly after- 
wards despite emergency 
medical treatment at the 
site of the shunting. He 
identified (he two victims 
as Rail’ Schulze, no rela- 
tion ro the chairman, and 
Thomas Haupt. 

There were about 15 to 
20 people in ihe bus. Mr. 
Schulze said. A group ol 
border guards had already 
made an inspection of the 
bus without incident, he 
said. It was not known 
why ihe second inspection 
led to the shooting. 

The border between 


Germany ami Roland »s 
considered to be one of the 
most dangerous uf 
Germany’s nine frontiers 
because Eastern 

Europeans and refugees 
from around the world 
often try to slip over it to 
enter Ihe prosperous 
European Union stales. 

There is also a consider- 
able amount o| smuggling, 
in particular of drugs and 
unlaxeJ cigarettes as well 
as of third world refugees, 
across a border that is 
about 55<t km long and is 
made up of the Oder and 
Neiswr rivers. 

“The dangers on the 
entire border arc extreme- 
ly high," Mr. Schulze said. 
“There is drug crime and 
the readiness to re son to 
violence is high.” 

The border crossing was 
now closed for traffic, 
police said. 


Drugs link suspected in N. Irish murder 


BELFAST (Ri — A man 
was murdered and a woman 
was wounded in an 

overnight shooting in 

Belfast in what was thought 
to be a drugs- related attack. 

Suspicion for the shooting 
on the busy Lisburn road 
late Monday fell on a vigi- 
lante-style group linked lu 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army extremists. 

The woman was reported 
to he in a stable condition in 
hospital with back and neck 
wounds. The shooting hap- 


pened as ihe couple were 
gelling into their car. 

The dead man had sur- 
vived a murder bid last 
month that was widely 
blamed on “Direct Action 
Against Drugs" tDAAD). a 
republican group based in 
Roman Catholic zones. 

Police said the attack was 
not Jinked to a recent surge 
in sectarian killings that 
claimed the lives or eight 
Roman Catholics and two 
Protestants since late 
December. 


DAAD. which has 
remained silent about the 
killing, was responsible for 
at least eight deaths in 1*W5. 
It branded most of its vic- 
tims as drug-dealers, a 
claim denied by their fami- 
lies. It had been thought 
dormant .since then. 

The IRA has operated a 
ceasefire since 1 ;l>i July in a 
long war against British 
sovereignty. Its Sinn Fein 
political arm is taking part 
iu multi-party Aiiglo-irish 
sponsored peace talks. 


Kidnap threat against staff 
of downed Philippine airliner 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
miliiaA' has provided united 
security to officials of an air- 
line involved in a southern 
Philippines crash alter angry 
relatives of the victims 
allegedly threatened to kid- 
nap /hem. an official said 
Tuesday. 

The Cebu Pacific Air DC- 
9 jet slammed into the side 
of ihe Snmagaya mountain 
on a domestic route on Feb. 
t, killing all 104 people on 
board. 

”\Ve jusi received a very 
broad, bin not really detailed 
report ahoui it (the kidnap 
threat)," said army Brigadier 
General Samos Gahison. 
one of the officials involved 
in recovery of the bodies and 
the wreckage of Flight 3S7. 

“I have directed the mili- 
tary intelligence and some 
other members ol the intelli- 
gence and security groups to 


increase the security wc 
have at the airport," he said 
in an interview aired over 
GMA television here. 

The relatives were report- 
edly angry at the slow pace 
of ihe recovery and identifi- 
cation of the bodies. 

The government has had 
difficulty retrieving the tu»d- 
ic.s because the crash site, on 
a mountain, is difficult to 
reach even by helicopter. 

In addition, only mangled 
body pans have been found 
scattered all uvet the site, 
making it difficult to identify 
them. . 

The station said liar Cebu 
Pacific offices at Lumbiu 
airport in the southern city of 
Cagayan do Oro. where bod- 
ies arc being processed by 
forensic experts and the 
lintel where airline staff 
involved in recovery efforts 
are quartered, are being pro- 


vided exirj military body- 
guards. 

Aviation officials there 
said six victims have so far 
been identified by the inter- 
national leant of experts, and 
the body of one local resi- 
dent was already claimed by 
relatives. 

They said the mangled 
remains of the victims which 
liave so far been recovered 
from die jungle crash site 
and taken to the airport filled 
SI htuly hags. 

The 31 -year-old jet’s flight 
data recorder was recovered 
from the crash site Sunday 
and flown to Canada 
Monday for analysis, which 
investigators said could take 
at least a week. 

Search learns Tuesday 
resumed the search for the 
plane’s cockpit voice 
recorder and the remains of 
other victims. 


Siamese twins expected in California 


LOM 

(R) 


who 

about 


„A LINDA. California 

A California mother 

re l used an abortion is 

ullwul to give birth to a set of 
Siamese "twins joined irom 
waist down, doctors said 
Monday. 

doctors ar the Loom 
University Medical 
ut some 70 kilometres 
of Los Angeles said they 


The 

Linda 

Centre 


east mi ia>- C-- - 

planned to deliver the twin 


airls by 


Caes:irean section 

Tuesdav morning. . 

Specialists will decide in 


the next three to six months 
whether w» attempt lo sepa- 
rate them. 

The girls, lo be named 
Gabriel !e and Michaela, are 
joined sidc-io-side in a rare 
condition known as "parapa- 
gus." They liave only two 
Fees between them and share 
a *" liver, intestine, kidney. 
Madder and possibly tile 
lower spine- 

The 2 1 -year-old mother. 
Karen Crowe, who already 
has another child, declined l«> 


have an ahortion when she 
knew the twins were joined. 

“I’m not going to play 
God." she said. “If God takes 
my babies, that’s up to hint." 

“1 had to give them a 
chance of life, whetlier they 
are crippled or not," she told 
local television. ’’Either they 
will survive or not." 

The children's father Angel 
Garcia told the station: "It 
was u shock in the beginning, 
hut you've got to stay 
.strong." 


French police arrest more 
nationalists after Corsica murder 


AJACCIO. Corsica I AFP) 
— French police arrested 
three mure people Jinked to 
Corsica’s nationalist groups 
Tuesday in connection with 
the assassination ut the 
island’s tup official, investi- 
gators said. 

Meanwhile French Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin pre- 
pared to announce emer- 
gency measures in the 
National Assembly 

Tuesday afternoon. 

A successor to the 
Mediterranean island’s 
murdered prefect. Claude 
F.rignae. will be named at a 
government cabinet meet- 
ing Wednesday. 

Tuesday’s arrests were 
made after police staged 
early morning raids m iJiis 
Corsican capital and in the 
eastern coastal city uf 
Bustiu. 

Police searched the home 
of the parents of nationalist 
Marcel Loreuzoni u)i» was 
arrested Munday after 
detectives found arms and 
explosives at his home. 

Tuesday. Lorenzoni. 51. 
was iruiisferred to Paris, 
investigators said, adding 
he would probably he 
churjcd with t* vp/t k j*. es 
possession and that he 


could not so far be linked 
with the killing. 

Ter. people arrested in a 
similar operation Monday 
were meanwhile still ifi 
custody al Ajaccio's main 
police Manon following 
Erignac’s murder Friday. 

Police are i'umint.' fi\c 
more sUspeeLs in connec- 
tion with the kilting of 
F.rignuc, who was shot in 
tJie back ol rhe head while 
on his way to attend a con- 
cert. 

I nv cm igulors said ihsy 
had ohtaineJ detailed 
descriptions ol the suspects 
Irom people willing to 
break Corsica's traditional 
"law of silence." 

Two suspects picked up 
i/nroedialch after the 
killing were released 
ovrrnighi Monday, after 
being detained tor the max- 
imum three Jays without 
charge. 

According w French 
press reports, police are 
investigating the theory thai 
Erignac was the victim of a 
mafia killing linkeJ to casi- 
no interests, rather than a 
killing linked to separatist 

causes 

Corsica has been hit by 
thousands of bombinjs 


since the bunch uf a sepa- 
ratist movement in IV 75 
nut then; have been few 
murders of officials. The 
main victims have usually 
been militants uf rival 
nationalist groups. 

Tuesday Interior Minister 
Jeon -Pierre Chevenemrnt 
vowed to apply “the full 
rigours of the law” on the 
island, conceding that in the 
past .successive French gov- 
ernments had been >oft on 
■lationahsi-Jinked crime. 

Flanked hs Mr. Jospin. 
President Jacques Chirac 
saiJ in Ajaccio Monday 
that France "will not toler- 
ate" more violence and 
denounced niallj-siyle 
gangsterism. 

Al a ceremony watched 
by several thousands here. 
Mr. Chirac said that “mur- 
derous folly, the politics of 
pro Vivarium mafia involve- 
ment" had motivated the 

killers against the Stale. 

The press reports said 
Erignac had opposed two 
schemes involving casinos 
because of fears Italian 
mafia money might be 
involved. 

Soon after taking up his 
posting in Corsica in ! tido. 
Erignac v'pposed a bid to 


buy an old fortress in the 
southern tow n of Bonifacio 
that was to be turned into a 
hotel complex w ith a casi- 
no, the reports said. 

Erignac also reportedly 
blocked a plan adopted by 
the Ajaccio city council to 
increase the number of slot- 
machines in the casino 
there on the grounds that 
Italian mafiosi could take a 
stake there. 

A pre\ iouslv unknown 
group, claiming a separatist 
cause, has said i t was 
responsible for the assassi- 
nation. 

In a three-page type-writ- 
ten claim of the murder sent 
tv> the local press, the 
unknown group said: "The 
action we are claiming 
today was perfectly 
thought-out and highly 
political." 

Erignac’s murder came 
two weeks alter one sepa- 
ratist group, the FLNC- 
Hisloric Wing, announced 
an end to a seven -month 
ceasefire. 

In a statement . the group 
denied any involvement iu 
ihe shooting and its politi- 
cal wing. A Cuncolta 
Naciunalista. also con- 
demned the shooting. 


Diana’s mother attacks claims she could have lived 


LONDON (R| — The 
mother of Princess Diana 
Tuesday attacked claims 
(hut her daughter could 
have survived the horrific 
Paris car crash had she 
been taken to hospital 
quicker. 

Frances Shand Kvdd 
said she was convinced 
that Diana could not have 
pulled through given her 
injuries and said allega- 
tions in a new American 
book “Death of a 
Princess" lacked justifica- 
tion and credibility. 

"1 have full knowledge 
uf Diana’s injuries. 1 know 
that, without any room for 
doubt, they were unsur- 
vivable.” Ms. Shand Kvdd 
was quoted as telling the 
Daily Express Newspaper. 

"I repeat ihat the med- 


ical slulf in Paris did 
everything they could and 
in the light of these claims 
1 plan to contact them and 
restate my position." she 
added. 

Ms. Shand KydJ's 
remarks reflected anger in 
Britain at the way in 
which Diana's last hours 
were being raked over in a 
way that could only dis- 
tress her two teenage sons 
and other members of her 
family. 

Time Magazine journal- 
ists Tom Sancton and 
Scott Macleod claim in 
their book that Diana 
might have lived had 
French medical workers 
taken her to hospital rather 
than treat her at length at 
the accident scene. 

Diana’s ex-husband 


Prince Charles is reported 
to be anxious about the 
delay in completing the 
official French investiga- 
tion into the Aug. 31 acci- 
dent. which also killed the 
princess's lov er Dodi 
Fayed. 

The Times newspaper 
Tuesday quoted a royal 
official’ as saving the 
prince wanted the matter 
resolved quickly. 

"We want the uncertain- 
ty taken out of the equa- 
tion. People forget how 
hunful the speculation is. 
With the boys’ interests in 
mind, we have made clear 
we want no delays in 
bringing (his to a conclu- 
sion sooner rather than 
later." the official was 
quoted as saying. 

France's health minister 


bus dismissed the claims 
in the U.S. book, saying 
that the French policy of 
"taking the hospital to the 
patient” — rushing to the 
scene an ambulance 
equipped for sophisticated 
first aid treatment rather 
than transferring the 
patient to hospital — had 
been widely adopted 
around the world. 

British Doctor Frank 
Cross, a trauma specialist 
at London’s Royal Free 
Hospital, praised the 
French emergency system 
and condemned the claims 
in the book. 

“It’s damaging retro- 
spective speculation 
which can only cause fur- 
ther distress to the rela- 
tives.” Dr. Cross told ITN 
television news. 


French 

ex-Foreign 

Minister 

Schumann 

dies 


PARIS (R) — French 
former Foreign Minister 
Maurice Schumann, a 
founding father of the 
European Union, died 
Tuesday. He was Sri. 

A spokeswoman for 
the Senate said 

Schumann, a member of 
the Upper House, died 
in hospital. 

Schumann, a journalist 
hy trade, was 

spokesman for General 
Charles de Gaulle’s 

London-bused free 
French resistance move- 
ment during World War 
II. 

Elected to the National 
Assembly in successive 
post-war elections, he 
was deputy foreign min- 
ister from" 1<?5 1 to 1954 
and president of parlia- 
ment’s foreign affairs 

committee for most of 
the period from 1957 to 
1 90S. 

He gained full minis- 
terial rank after de 
Gaulle returned to 
power in 1958, holding 
such posts as minister 
fur scientific research 
and later for social 
affairs. 

He was appointed for- 
eign mini.Mcr in J9b9 
under President Georges 
Pompidou, a post "he 
held until 1973. devot- 
ing much of his time to 
European affairs and 
playing a leading role in 
the development of the 
European common mar- 
ket. 
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Stage calls 
for credibility 


A NEW round of peace talks between the 
Palestinians and Israelis has begun Monday 
under the auspices of the U.S. in Washington 
amid reports that President Bill Clinton's admin- 
istration is too occupied with the Iraqi conflict to 
lend meaningful support for these negotiations, i 
Many deadlines for achieving a breakthrough in , 
the stalled talks have passed without seeing as . 
much as a glimmer of hope that the Middle East , 
peace process can get back on track. We would 
have thought and hoped that the U.S. could be | 
half as firm with Israel as it has been lately with 
Iraq over the need to respect U.N. Security ' 
Council resolutions and the Jewish state's own , 
commitments under peace accords. But, unfortu- 
nately, it appears as though the new round of , 
talks in Washington is aimed mainly at deflecting 
attention from the American iron fist being 
directed against Iraq these days. 

At a time when the U.S. and the U.K. are 
demanding that the Arab World side with them , 
for the purpose of implementing Security 
Council resolutions on Iraq, both powers have 
yet to demonstrate equal or parallel zeal in 
favour of U.N. decisions pertaining to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. President Clinton's and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair's apparent desire to uphold 
international legitimacy could be much more 
appreciated if they were to support and propa- 
gate an evenhanded policy towards all conflicts 
and disputes in this and other parts of the world. 

It is sad to see the Palestinians being literally 
abandoned to their own fate when the attention Is 
solely focused on what Saddam Hussein Is doing 
in Iraq. Israel has a bag full of excuses to ^ragjts 
feet and is ready to pull one pretext after anoth- 
er at ever} juncture to stall negotiatlon^ with tbe 
Palestinians. Yet, in this feverish atmosphere 
over the situation in the Gulf, very few people 
will be able to see straight when the Palestinian 
negotiating team returns empty-handed from the 
new Washington round. 

Should this prediction prove false and the U.S. 
demonstrate that it is willing and able to follow 
through with its own plan for moving the talks 
forward, its leadership role in the Gulf and else- 
where stands to be better understood and appre- 
ciated by more Arabs. The current Palestinian- 
Israeli round in Washington offers, therefore, a 
unique opportunity’ for the U.S. administration 
to show fairness and seriousness in dealing with 
the Middle Eastern problems. This is not so 
much a test for U.S. credibility. It should be seen 
as an opening that might or might not be used to 
propel forward the cause of regional peace and 
stability. 


FOR SEVERAL weeks now. the drums of war have been 
beating in the United States. It appeared inevitable that if 
the Iraqi government continued to refuse unconditional 
and unrestricted UNSCOM inspections, that country 
would be subjected to “massive and sustained” bombard- 
ment. 

This view was fed not only by repeated ultimatums and 
pronouncements by various administration leaders and 
spokespersons, but also on the opinion pages of the U.S. 
dailies. 

As late as two weeks ago, the only debate apparent in 
the U.S. media was between those who argued that air 
power was sufficient to “do the job” and those who 
argued that such strikes must be followed by an invasion 
of ground forces. This was the logical outcome of% dis- 
course that had been largely limited to either right-wing 
ideologues or military analysts. 

In some instances, the public discussion had become 
not only dangerous but also dangerously ridiculous. 

A group of 18 conservatives, for example, have been 
arguing for the president to send in divisions of ground 
forces to invade, and presumably, to occupy Iraq. And 
Republican Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, last 
week stated that if the Iraqi leader refused to agree with 
unlimited U.N. inspections “we will have to replace him 
with a regime that will.” 

It is ironic that while many of these same so-called ana- 
lysts reject the notion of assassinating Saddam Hussein 
on the grounds that such an act would be illegal ( there is 
a U.S. law that forbids the assassination of foreign lead- 
ers) and immoral (“not in keeping with our ethical stan- 
dards”) they, nevertheless, support the “massive and sus- 
tained” use of aerial bombaninents of the country and 
the possibility of invasion by ground forces. 

It is precisely this once-sided discussion of military 
options without any consideration for the political — or 
civilian — consequences that has caused more thought- 
ful analysts to react in the past few weeks. 

Some, both on the right and the left, have begun to 
challenge the narrow apolitical views that have dominat- 
ed the debate up until now. Questions have been posed of 
those who encourage the military option: 

• What will be the outcome of a military strike? Will it 
change the political situation within Iraq? Will it make 
the regime more compliant of U.N. inspections — or will 
it harden the regime's resolve? 

• If a ground invasion occurs, what next? How will a 
unilateral U.S. invasion of Iraq be viewed in Iraq or in the 
broader region? How long would the United States sus- 
tain an occupation force; what could it accomplish, and 
for how long would U.S. public opinion support such a 


move? _ . , 

* What would be the political consequences of either a 
bombardment or occupation? How would Arab and 
Muslim public opinion, not to speak of world opinion, 
react to the civilian casualties resulting from such 
actions? What would the impact be on U.S. allies and 
interests in the broader Middle East? On stability and 
security? On the already fatally wounded Middle East 
peace process? 

In addition to these new questions being asked, some- 
what belatedly, traditional and not so traditional oppo- 
nents of war have begun to mobilise. Peace Action, the 
nation's largest m ains tream coalition of religious and 
peace organisations, has called for demonstrations. Some 
members of Congress and the Senate support them. And, 
a number of influential Republicans, former officials of 
the Nixon and Reagan administrations have also begun to 
speak out urging caution and calling for a new policy 
towards Iraq. John McLaughlin, for example, a former 
Republican White House official and now host of two 
popular and influential public affairs television pro- 
grammes, has, for a number of weeks now. been chal- 
lenging the tenets of the current debate as “immoral” and 
“dangerous.” 

Last week, in an effort to further broaden this develop- 
ing debate, I led a delegation of Arab American leaders 
to a White House meeting with National Security 
Advisor Samuel Berger. We presented to the White 
House a consensus Arab American view that “the nega- 
tive consequences of a military confrontation at this time 
would be to inflict greater suffering on the Iraqi people 
and to damage U.S. allies and interests in the Middle 
EasL.. In addition, bombing Iraq will create tension and 
instability in the region and may prove fatal to the 
Middle East peace ^process. For these reasons and 
because there is no certainty that the military option 
would generate compliance with LIN. resolutions or pro- 
duce political change in Iraq, we feel the military option 
is totally unacceptable.” We made it clear that “as Arab 
Americans, we support the e limin ation of weapons of 
mass destruction throughout the entire Middle East, and 
we also support the enforcement of all U.N. resolutions 
that apply to the Middle East. We are concerned U.Si 
credibility is at risk in the region and that the United 
States is viewed as applying a double standard in the 
Middle East.” Our position, we continued, was that 
“U.N. inspectors must be allowed to do their job. Instead 
of sustained bombing or an invasion of Iraq,”, we called 
for “diplomatic alternatives that put pressure on the Iraqi 
government to comply with inspections but do not nega- 
tively affect the civilian population of that country.” We 


noted that “we support U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan's proposal to dramatically increase the U.N. oil- 
for-food programme. Economic sanctions have not had 
an impact on the Iraqi regime, they have only hurt the 
people of that country.” 

Our efforts received extensive national press exposure 
and generated a number of other national media appear- 
• ances in the following days. 

Helping to change the public debate is of critical 
importance, since it provides a more reasoned considera- 
tion of policy options. The danger of the one-sided 
debate is that it boxes the administration into a more lim- 
ited set of options. 

It is clear that the administration, while firm in its 
resolve to see that weapons inspections continue unre- 
stricted, is somewhat uncomfortable with the narrower 
debate. Last week. Secretary of Defence William Cohen 
noted that there was no certainty that the military option 
would result in Iraqi compliance or be successful in end- 
ing the regime's development of weapons of mass 
destruction. Possibly in reaction to recent hardline posi- 
tions coming from Moscow, or as a result of the flurry of 
diplomatic activity being conducted by many U.S. allies, 
or even as a result of the less than conclusive results of 
Secretary of State Madeline Albright's visits to European 
and Arab capitals, the U.S. position has more strongly 
than ever begun to affirm that it “prefers a diplomatic 
solution" to the stand-off with Iraq's leader. 

The situation remains dangerous. To the same degree 
that Saddam Hussein remains, as 1 have previously 
argued, a “measure of the depth of alienation from the 
West" and. therefore, able to inflame extremist passions 
of those who are alienated and who feel betrayed, he also 
remains the “Willie Horton" of U.S. domestic politics. 
As such, any U.S. politician who appears to make con- 
cessions to the Iraqi leader will be buried under an 
avalanche of public criticism. 

There is a frightening disconnect between the current 
debate in the United States and that in the Arab World, 
and most of the rest of the world. 

It may yet be possible to avoid the devastating human 
and political consequences of a military confrontation. 
For that to occur, a diplomatic solution must be found 
that provides for the U.N. weapons inspectors to contin- 
ue in a manner consistent with their mandate and for 
guidelines to be established, as described by one former 
Bush administration official, that will be both “firm and 
yet fair." At the same time, the U.S. policy debate must 
be opened up to allow for political acceptance of such for 
diplomatic resolution. Failure on either front could prove 
fatal to chances for a peaceful resolution. 


Fear, hatred of Arabs still guiding U.S. foreign policy 


By Edward Said 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Mahmoud Rimawi paid tribute to Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguid. who, he said, is 
playing a constructive role to ward off a military strike against 
Iraq. Abdul Meguid, who visited Baghdad, has succeeded in 
securing the release of all Arab prisoners in Iraqi jails, and this 
is one small step towards reconciling Iraq with the rest of the 
Arab World, said the writer. But what is important, seconding 
to Rimawi, is that Abdul Meguid has revived the Arab sum- 
mit institution when, upon directives from the Dead of the 
Arab summit, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, has acted 
on behalf of all Arab states in dealing with the Iraq-U.N. cri- 
sis making it clear to the Americans that the Arab states 
oppose any military strike. Abdul Meguid's mission to 
Baghdad reflected the desire of all Arab states, and therefore 
the time has come for the Arab League to assume the role of 
negotiating with the U.N. on behalf of Iraq, Rimawi suggest- 
ed The situation in 1998 is different from that which pre- 
vailed in 1991 when most Arabs were aligned against 
Baghdad for occupying Kuwait, the writer said He said such 
a move would make it difficult for the U.S. to pursue its 
aggression since the .Arab League which provided cover for 
the U.S. aggression in 1991 adopts a totally different stand in 
1998. 


IT WOULD be a mistake, l think, to reduce 
■what is happening between Iraq and the 
United States simply to an assertion of Arab 
'.will and sovereignty versus American impe- 
rialism. which undoubtedly plays a central 
role in all this. However misguided, Saddam 
Hussein's cleverness is not that he is split- 
ting America from its allies (which he has 
not really succeeded in doing for any practi- 
cal purpose) but that he is exploiting the 
astonishing clumsiness and failures of U.S. 
foreign policy. 

Very few people, least of all Saddam" 
Hussein himself, can be fooled into believ- 
ing him to be the innocent victim of 
American bullying; most of what is happen- 
ing to his unfortunate people who are under- 
going the most dreadful and unacknowl- 
edged suffering is due in considerable 
degree to his callous cynicism — first of all. 
his indefensible and ruinous invasion of 
Kuwait, his persecution of the Kurds, his 
cruel egoism and pompous self-regard 
which persists in aggrandising himself and 
his regime at exorbitant and. in my opinion, 
totally unwarranted cost. 

It is impossible for him to plead the case 
for national security and sovereignty now 
given his abysmal disregard of it in the case 
of Kuwait and Iran. Be that as it may, U.S. 
vindictiveness, whose sources I shall look at 
in a moment, has exacerbated the situation 
by imposing a regime of sanctions which, as 
Sandy Berger, the American National 
Security adviser has just said proudly, is 
unprecedented for its severity in the whole 
of world history. Around 567,000 Iraqi civil- 
ians have died since the Gulf War, mostly as 
a result of disease, malnutrition and 


very much except escalating demands and a 
constant refusal by the U.S. to exert any 
meaningful pressure on Israel. The more 
extreme Israeli, .policy becomes- the more 
likely the U.S. has .been to support it And 
the less respect it has for the large mass of 
Arab peoples whose future and well-being 
are mortgaged to illusory hopes embodied^ 
for instance, in the Oslo accords. 


Moral opprobrium is 
heaped on Arab states 
as it is on no others. 


A I Arab A1 Yawm’s Hilmi A1 Asmar accused the U.S. of 
preparing for a new crusade against the Arab and Muslim 
nations. The threats of use of force against Iraq are intended 
first to intimidate these countries, forcing their subjugation, 
and in ihe event of a military strike against Iraq ihe whole 
region will be in turmoil, he said. The writer said the Clinton 
war is directed against all the Arab people directly and the 
Muslims at large. The Arabs should stop repeating Clinton's 
demand that Iraq has to implement all U.N. resolutions 
because Clinton aims to destroy the Arab might and the Arab 
economy by devastating Iraq, warned the writer. After humil- 
iating the Arabs and stripping them of their military power, the 
Americans will have secured Israel’s domination of the whole 
Arab region, he continued. But he said should the U.S. com- 
mit aggression, it must realise that its action would signal the 
Ion e-a waited Arab- Islamic awakening and an all-out uprising 
by die Arabs and Muslims in the face of the aggression. The 
writer said Washington should remember that the Orient has 
always been a graveyard for all crusaders and invaders. He 
said the Arabs should realise that it is not only Iraq that is 
being targeted this time but rather the whole And? World, 
where many regimes seek to achieve their own selfish goals at 
the expense of the masses. 


deplorably poor medical care. Agriculture 
and industry are at a total standstill. This is 
unconscionable of course, and for this the 
brazen inhumanity of American policy-mak- 
ers is also very largely to blame. But we 
must not forget that Saddam is feeding tbat 
inhumanity quite deliberately in order to 
dramatise the opposition between the U.S. 
and the rest of the Arab World; having pro- 
voked a crisis with the U.S. (or the U.N. 
dominated by the U.S.) he at first dramatised 
the unfairness of the sanctions. But by con- 
tinuing it as he is now doing, the issue has 
changed and has become his non-compli- 
ance, and the terrible effects of the sanctions 
have been marginalised. Still the underlying 
causes of an Arab/U.S. crisis remain. 

A careful analysis of that crisis is impera- 
tive. The U.S. has always opposed any sign 
of Arab nationalism or independence, partly 
for its own imperial reasons and partly 
because its unconditional support for Israel 
requires it to do so. Since the 1973 war, and 
despite the brief oil embargo. Arab policy up 
to and including the peace process has tried 
to circumvent or mitigate that hostility by 
appealing to the U.S. for help, by “good” 
behaviour, by willingness to make peace 
with Israel. Yet mere compliance with the 
U.S.' wishes can produce nothing except 
occasional words of American approbation 
for leaders who appear ''moderate": Arab 
policy was never backed up with coordina- 
tion, or collective pressure, or fully agreed 
upon goals. Instead each leader tried to make 
separate arrangements both with the U.S. 
and with Israel, none of which produced 


Moreover, a deep gulf separates Arab cul- 
ture and civilisation on the one hand, from 
the United States on the other, and in the 
absence of any collective Arab information 
and cultural policy, the notion of an Arab 
people with traditions, cultures and identi- 
ties of their own is simply inadmissible in 
the U.S. Arabs are dehumanised, they are 
seen as violent irrational terrorists always on 
the lookout for murder and bombing out- 
rages. The only Arabs worth doing business 
with for the U.S. are compliant leaders, busi- 
nessmen, military people whose arms pur- 
chases (the highest per capita in the world) 
are helping the American economy keep 
afloat. Beyond that there is no feeling at all, 
for instance, for the dreadful suffering of the 
Iraqi people whose identity and existence 
have simply been lost sight of in the present 
situation. 

This morbid, obsessive fear and hatred of 
the Arabs has been a constant theme in U.S. 
foreign policy since World War n. In some 
way also, anything positive about the Arabs 
is seen in the U.S. as a threat to Israel. In this 
respect pro-Israeli American Jews, tradition- 
al Orientalists, and military hawks have 
played a devastating role. Moral opprobrium 
is heaped on Arab states as it is on no others. 
Turkey, for example, has been conducting a 
campaign against the Kurds for several 
years, yet nothing is heard about this in the 
U.S. Israel occupies territory illegally for 30 
years, it violates the Geneva conventions at 
. will, conducts invasions, terrorist attacks and 
assassinations against Arabs, and still the 
U.S. vetoes every sanction against it in the 
U.N. Syria, Sudan, Libya, Iraq are classified 
as “rogue" states. Sanctions against them are 
far harsher than against any other countries 
in the history of U.S. foreign policy. And 
still the U.S. expects that its own foreign 
policy agenda ought to prevail (e.g.. the 
woefvilly misguided Doha economic sum- 
mit) despite its hostility to the collective 
Arab agenda. 

In the case of Iraq a number of further 
extenuations make the U.S. even more 
repressive. Burning in the collective 
American unconscious is a puritanical zeal 
decreeing the sternest possible attitude 
towards anyone deemed to be an unregener- 
ate sinner. This clearly-guided American pol- 
icy towards the native American Indians, 
who were first demonized, then portrayed as 
wasteful savages, then exterminated, their 
tiny remnant confined to reservations and 
concentration camps. This almost religious 
anger fuels a judgmental attitude that has no 
place at all in international politics, but for 
the United States it is a central tenet of its 


worldwide behaviour. 

Second, punishment is conceived in apoc- 
alyptic terras. During the Vietnam war a 
leading general advocated — and almost 
achieved — the goal of bombing the enemy 
into the stone ag&* The same view prevailed 
during the Gulf War in 1991. Sinners are 
meant to be condemned terminally, with the 
utmost cruelty regardless of whether or not 
they suffer the cruellest agonies. The notion 
of “justified" punishment for Iraq is now 
uppermost in die minds of most American 
consumers of news, and with that goes an 
almost orgiastic delight in the gathering 
power being summoned to confront Iraq in 
the Gulf. 

Pictures of four (or is now five?) immense 
aircraft carriers steaming virtuously away 
punctuate breathless news bulletins about 
Saddam Hussein's defiance, and the 
impending crisis. The U.S. president 
announces that he is thinking not about the 
Gulf but about the 21st cennny: how can we 
tolerate Iraq's threat to use biological war- 
fare eveu though (this is not mentioned) it is 
clear from the UNSCOM reports that be nei- 
ther has the missile capacity, nor the chemi- 
cal arras, nor the nuclear arsenal, nor in fact 
the anthrax bombs that he is alleged to be 
brandishing? Forgotten in all this is that the 
U.S. has ail the terror weapons known to 
humankind, is the only country to have used 
a nuclear bomb on civilians, and as recently 
as seven years ago dropped 66.000 tonnes of 
bombs oti Iraq. As the Qnly country involved 
in this crisis that has never had to fight a war 
on its own soil, it is easy for the U.S. and its 
mostly brain-washed citizens to speak in 
apocalyptic terms. A report out of Australia 
on Sunday, November 16 suggests that Israel 
and the U.S. are thinking about a neutron 
bomb on Baghdad. 


Certainty U.S. misuse of 
the sanctions to strip 
Iraq of everything, 
including any 
possibility for security 
is monstrously sadistic. 


Unfortunately the dictates of raw power 
are very severe and, for a weak state like 
Iraq, overwhelming. Certainly U.S. misuse 
of the sanctions to strip Iraq of everything, 
including any possibility for security is mon- 
strously sadistic. The so-called U.N. 661 
Committee created to oversee the sanctions 
is composed of 15 member states (including 
the U.S.) each of which has a veto. Eveiy 
time Iraq passes this committee a request to 
sell oil for medicines, trucks, meat, etc., any 
member of the committee can block these 
requests by saying that a given item may 
have military purposes (tyres, for example, 
or ambulances). In addition the U.S. and its 
clients — e.g., the unpleasant and racist 
Richard Butler, who says openly that Arabs 
have a different notion of truth than the rest 
of the world — have made it clear that even 
if Iraq is completely reduced militarily to the 
point where it is no longer a threat to its 
neighbours (which is now the case) the real 
goal of the sanctions is to topple Saddam 


Hussein's government. In other words 
according to the Americans, very little tbat 
Iraq can do short of Saddam Hussein's res- 
ignation or death will produce a lifting of 
sanctions. 

Finally, we should not for a moment forget 
that quite apart from its foreign policy inter- 
est Iraq has now become a domestic 
American issue whose repercussions on 
issues unrelated to oil or the Gulf are very 
important. Bill Clinton's personal crises — 
the campaign-funding scandals, an impend- 
ing trial for sexual harassment, his various 
legislative and domestic failures — require 
him to look strong, determined and “presi- 
dential” somewhere else, and where but in 
the Gulf against Iraq has he so ready-made a 
foreign devil to set off his blue-eyed strength 
to full advantage. Moreover, the increase in 
military expenditure for new investments- in 
electronic '‘smart" weaponry, more sophisti- 
cated aircraft, mobile forces for the world- 
wide projection of American power are per- 
fectly suited for display and use in the Gulf, 
where the likelihood of visible casualties 
(actually suffering Iraqi civilians) is 
extremely small, and where the new military 
technology can be put through its paces most 
attractively. For reasons that need restating 
here, the media is particularly happy to go 
along with the government in bringing home 
to domestic customers the wonderful excite- 
ment of American self-righteousness, the 
proud flag-waving, the “feel-good" sense 
that “we" are facing down a monstrous dic- 
tator. Far from analysis and c alm reflection 
the media exists m ainl y to derive its mis sion 
from the government, not to produce a cor- 
rective or any dissent. The media, in short, is 
an extension of the war against Iraq. 

The saddest aspect of the whole thing is 
that Iraqi civilians seem condemned to addi- 
tional suffering and protracted agony. 
Neither their government nor that of the U.S. 
is inclined to ease the daily pressure on 
them, and the probability that only they will 
pay for the crisis is extremely high. At least 
— and it isn’t very much — there seems to 
be no enthusiasm among Arab governments 
for American military action, but beyond 
that there is no coordinated Arab position, 
not even on the extremely grave humanitari- 
an question. It is unfor tunate that, according 
to the news, there is rising popular support 
for Saddam Hussein in the Arab World, as if 
the old lessons of defiance without real 
power have still not been learned. 

Undoubtedly the U.S. has manipulated the 
U.N. to its own ends, a rather shameful exer- 
cise given at the same time that the Congress 
once again struck down a motion to pay a 
billion dollars in arrears to the world organ- 
isation. The major priority for Arabs. 
Europeans, Muslims and Americans is to 
push to the fore the issue of sanctions and 
the terrible suffering imposed on innocent 
Iraqi civilians. Takin g the case to the 
International Court in the Hague strikes me 
as a perfectly viable possibility, but whai is 
needed is a concerted will on behalf of Arabs 
who have suffered the U.S.’ egregious blows 
for too long without an adequate response. 
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This article is reprinted from Al Ah ram 
Weekly. 
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Queen says Jordan supports lUCN’s regional, culture-sensitive 

decentralised approach to conservation 


Following is the full text of Her Majest* 
Queen Nwr's address in the IUCN- World 
Const-nation Union regional forum in 
Amman on Tuesday. 

Good morning, and tu our guests from abroad, 
welcome to Amman. And /vrhaps ihc unit 
place on earth where xou won’t hear aim- 
plaints about Cl Nino — I hear they’re hlanune 
parking tickets «>n it now in Los Aneeles. * 

We are particularly pleased to he hosting this 
regional conservation forum and to cel eh rate 
together the >Uth anniversary of the IL’CN. for 
Jordan's commitment to conservation js sir*, net 
and its association will) JUC\ is lung-standine 
and fruitful. 

At 50. IUCN is one of the most dynamic 
international conservation organisations, and 
also one of the most comprehensive. With near- 
ly 9.000 technical and policy experts in six 
global commissions providing cutting edee 
information, the union shares the hands-., n 
conservation experience of S95 institutions 
worldwide in an extensive ‘ ‘cross- feailisat ion” 
of ideas. 

IUCN leads the light against the world s most 
pressing environmental problems. Some 
important achievements include the authorita- 
tive red list ol threatened species, and con- 
tributing Jo the drafting of the world's major 
conservation treaties. 

Moreover. lUCN’s assistance over the years, 
in devising and implementing conservation 
strategies for governments, organisations and 
local communities, has done much to improve 
global awareness and action. 


Fora number of years mm. a slogan has been 
appearing on the T-shirts and bumper stickers 
of the environmentally conscious. It reads, 
“think globally, act locally." 

Although anything that tits on a T-shirt, no 
matter what size, must necessarily he an over- 
simplification. this is not a bad summation of 
the progress of the environmental movement. 

From its beginnings in the 1960s on the 
fringes of social activism, conservation has 
moved to the centre of the global agenda, it has 
also seen a quantum shift in approach; front 
local concerns about local issues, it has 
expanded to address global problems, and 
examine the interrelationships between them. 

For example, deforestation, which is a real 
issue for many developing countries, is a major 
threat to the biodiversity of the entire planet, as 
forests are home to 50-80 per cent of the 
world's terrestrial species. Nearly tw o-thirds of 
the earth's original forest cover has now disap- 
peared, and almost afl of the remaining forests 
have no formal protection. Like all environ- 
mental dangers, this one has extensive effects 
on everything from animal and resource con- 
servation to air quality worldwide. 

Water shortages, a problem of crucial con- 
cern to us in the Middle East, is another exam- 
ple. Per capita water supply in Jordan is among 
the lowest in the world, and is fulling rapidly as 


population rises; by 2025. it will be only 17 per 
cent «it us level in I960. Most aquifers arc seri- 
ously overused; highland aquifer extraction is 
almusi KU per cent above natural recharge. Sig- 
nificant losses of water exist — 54 per cent in 
urban systems and 45 per cent in the Jordan 
Valley. 

1 he sc are only two local examples of global 
puiblenis. According to the 1997 World Water 
Forum of Scientists and Experts in Morocco, 
developing countries will need investments of 
up to SI billion to irrigate kind and grow food 
to meet rising demands. Over the next 50 ycai£, 
more than 60 per cent of the world’s population 
will face water and fi>od related problems. 

Furthermore, both these problems, deforesta- 
tion and water shortages, contribute to another 
crisis — desertification, which currently costs 
the world S42 billion a year. The Roman 
empire's breadbasket in North Africa, which 
once contained trfJO cities, is now a desert, and 
according to estimates by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), one quarter 
of the earth's land is facing the same late. 

Clearly, even if the direct impact til' a prob- 
lem is local, its political and demographic con- 
sequences are ultimately felt around the world, 
as mega-urbanisation, rural depopulation, emi- 
gration and other effects of dwindling 
resources make their presence fell. 

But a simple (ocai/global dichotomy doesn't 
take into account the importance of the more 
complex concept that brings us together today 
— reg tonal i sat ion. The national boundaries of 
our region in particular are of quite recent ori- 
gin; nomadic tribes once wandered freely 


throughout the area, living in complete harmo- 
ny with the ecosystem. 

In fact, environmental protection is. by tradi- 
tion and necessity, an indigenous Arab-islamie 
practice that dales back at least to the lime of 
the Prophet Mohammad, who told us: “If 
doomsday came and one of you held a sapling, 
in your hand, plant it and you will be reward- 
ed." And whose principles were reflected by 
the first Caliph Abu Bakr, who, in his rules of 
war. instructed us: “Do not kill a young child, 
an old man. or a woman. Do not uproot or burn 
paints or cut. down fruitful trees 

For several thousand years, nomads and vil- 
lagers have rationed their scarce water 
resources, grazing areas and arable lands — 
well aware that In a delicate and semi-arid 
environment such as ours, distortions in the 
natural balance threaten the very existence of 
both flora and fauna. In the eighth century, the 
early Islamic dynasty of the Umayyads devel- 
oped and enforced range management systems 
that attempted to maintain a balance between 
people, animal herds and the natural vegetation 
base. This is the historical wisdom upon which 
we can draw in forming regional solutions to 
local and global problems. 

And this is why the lUCN’s classification of 
our region as “West. Central Asia and North 
Africa" is so astute. While other organisations 


have divided up the area differently, for 
instance defining it by hmdmass and grouping 
North Africa with the rest of Africa, for our 
purposes litis is the tar more useful definition. 
Because the relationship between humans and 
the environment is symbiotic at best and para- 
sitic at worst, environmental concerns are inex- 
tricably bound up with hoth ecosystems and 
cultural behaviour. 

There can be no ecological change without 


taking into account the culture and traditions 
that give a region its character, many of which 
literally grew up out of the soil as the inhabi- 
tants learned how best to live in their surround- 
ings. 

lUC’N makes a priority of such people -orient- 
ed policies; in fact, in its "world conservation 
strategy” IUCN originally coined the term 
“sustainable development” to emphasise that 
conservation is impossible without empower- 
ing regions to manage their own resources. 
This approach is actually far more consistent 
with the original meaning of “think globally, 
act locally” than a bumper sticker can express. 
Rene Dubos, who coined the phrase in the 
1970s, insisted that env iroiiniental issues could 
only he addressed in their “unique physical, cli- 
matic and cultural contexts.” 

Jordan fully supports this regional, culture- 
sensitive, decentralised approach. Our own 
environmental efforts date back to the mid- 
1960s with the founding of tlw first environ- 
mental society in the Arab World, the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature. In the 
mid-seventies, IUCN helped this organisation 
plan 12 nature reserves, half of which have 
since been established, with others on the wav. 
Inshullah. 

Following on this pioneering work, non -got - 
crnmental organisations tNGOi have prolifer- 
ated. especially in the last decade. These 
include such diverse groups as; Friends of 
Environment, who raise ecological awareness 
in schools and on the Interne!; the Jordanian 
Society for Desertification Control and Badia 
Development, which transforms barren land 
into national parks; the Jordan Environment 
Society, which has a long track record in envi- 
ronmental education and has also tackled air 
pollution; and the Jordan Royal Ecological 
Diving Society (JREDS), which protects 
-Aqaba's marine life and coral reefs. 

Conservation NGOs are also working closely 
with archaeological groups, with the help of 
government agencies, international organisa- 
tions such as UNESCO, the private sector, and 
local communities, to protect not only our nat- 
ural resources but also world-renowned histor- 
ical sites such as Petra, which are an equally 
precious part of our environment. 

Our government created a Ministry for Envi- 
ronmental Affairs in 1980 and in 1991 adopted 
the Middle East’s first National Environmental 
Strategy, prepared by a team of Jordanian spe- 
cialists with the invaluable help of IUCN. Jor- 
dan has participated in oil global environmen- 
tal conferences, including the Rio Earth Sum- 
mit. and in 1996 we sent the second largest del- 
egation to the IUCN World Conservation Con- 
gress in Montreal. 


Working with the U.N. and the World Bank. 
Jordan pioneered the A/.raq Oa^iv Project, one 
of the first in the world to attempt to re-. tore an 
arid-zone wetland ecosystem, and ue also 
completed a biodiversity study, the first step in 
fulfilling our obligations to the L'.N. Conven- 
tion on Biodiversity, which we ratified in 1995. 
According to the study, the Kingdom hosts a 
rich and unique variety of fauna and flora and 
is home to approximately 2.3UU plant, SO mam- 


mal. 550 bird and 1 .000 marine species! 

Jordan has also taken advantage of new 
opportunities made possible by advances in the 
global marketplace. Of particular importance 
are debt- 1 or- nature swaps, based on the idea 
that in the developing world, the debt crisis and 
environmental problems are interlinked 

In the first phase of these agreements, being 
brokered by the IL’CN between Jordan's Min- 
istry of Finance and various donors, the IUCN 
National Committee will decide which envi- 
ronmental projects vvill benefit trom this aid. 
This is exactly (he sort of creative environmen- 
tal problem solving, drawing on expertise in 
areas as diverse as international finance, gov- 
ernment Jiid conservation .NGOs. that makes 
me proud to be patron of IUCN. 

With thi; new funding available, many new 
projects will no doubt follow in the successful 
vein of pioneering Jordan- IL’CN programmes, 
such a> the Dana Nature Reserve, which pro- 
tects local biodiversity while simultaneously- 
encouraging new income-generating activities 
in the local community. As our nerworkd of 
nature reserves expands, conserv ation-centred 
eco-iourism can benefit all the species in the 
area, human and animal, economically and 
ecologically. 

Our experience and that of others in the 
region, indicates that the most effective conser- 
vation programmes draw on strengths from 
widely different types of organisations — 
international, governmental, non-sovemmenial 
and local — the principle upon which IUCN is 
built. 

The Jordanian National Committee of the 


IUCN, led so capably by Dr. Hatough. has been 
promoting region-wide initiatives for conserva- 
tion. especially in setting up the regional com- 
mittee that will include West and Central Asia 
and North Africa. Jordanian and Omani experts 
have been working together to save the endan- 
gered Arabian Oryx, and Jordanian experts will 
soon lead a joint programme w ith the Palestin- 
ian authoriu'es to address other threats to the 
vital biodiversity of our region. 

Regionalisation. at its best, is like a democra- 
cy of nations. Rather than having to sit by 
while the more powerful countries hand down 
decisions that aJt’eet the entire world, small 


countries with common needs and goals can 
join together to make their voices heard. 

Of course, it is important to keep in mind the 
worldwide nature of environmental threats, but 
it is equally important to recognise that global 
priorities may be weighted towards the con- 
cerns of the most powerful countries, while pri- 
orities in fragile environments such as ours 
may be markedly different. 

Unfortunately, while the logic of decen- 
tralised regionalism scents to be taking hold in 
all comers of the world, with increasing glob- 
alisation, and while countries are seizing the 
advantages of new regional affiliations and old 
groupings are deepening their cooperation, the 
Middle East remains fragmented by conflicts 
that threaten the wellbeing of both our people 
and our environment. 

We are caught in a vicious cycle: Compre- 
hensive solutions to our regional ecological 
problems will arise only through comprehen- 
sive peace, but the scarcity of resources such us 
water and arable land is one of the sources of 
conflict. It is important to see the environment 
not as a luxury' tu be attended to after peace Jias 
been achieved, but as a key issue for regional 

stability. 

Long before globalisation became a byword 
catch phrase at international policy conferences 
— like this one? — environmental issues and 
human rights were recognised as global con- 
cerns. 1998 is the 50th anniversary year, not 
just of the IUCN but of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, and now is the time to 
rekindle global commitment to their principles. 
In the rush of new. worldwide priorities 
unleashed by globalisation, we must not forget 
that environmental issues and human rights 
issues are inextricably, intertwined. A healthy, 
productive and sustainable environment is a 
fundamental human right and responsibility for 
present and future generations. 

We know the nature, causes and conse- 
quences of our world’s environmental prob- 
lems. and we also know most of their solutions. 
But we have not yet found the means or com- 
mon will to enforce policies to solve those 
problems. Our key challenge is to use the 
multi-faceted strengths of the IUCN to work 
together, drawing upon both modem technical 
expertise and the cumulative wisdom of our 
past experience, to chart a path towards sus- 
tainable wellbeing on every level: local. 


regional, and global. 

fn conclusion, 1 thank everyone who has 
worked so hard to make this regional confer- 
ence possible. The IUCN headquarters, the 
IUCN National Committee and its member 
associations, the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural .Affairs and the Environment, and all 
those who have contributed to ensuring the 
forum's success. And especially let me express 
our appreciation to Dr. Hatough and her steer- 
ing committee tor their untiring efforts. The 
best thanks we can give them is to use our time 
here well, so let me add-only “good luck” and 
hand you over to the experts. 


IUCN makes a priority of . . .people-oriented policies; 

in fact, in its “world conservation strategy” IUCN 
originally coined the term “sustainable development” 
to emphasise that conservation is impossible without 
empowering regions to manage their own resources. 


It is important to see the environment not as a luxury 
to be attended to after peace has been achieved, 
but as a key issue for regional stability. 


In the rush of new, worldwide priorities unleashed by 
globalisation, we must not forget that environmental 
issues and human rights issues are 
inextricably, intertwined. 


Cohen welcomes ‘real coalition’ against 
Iraq; China warns against U.S. ‘bullying 
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Time is running out for 
Iraq — Prince Hassan 


(Continued from page 1 1 

leaders hud "painted 
themselves in a corner 
and we need to work with 
them to get them lo back 
down, but I rhink we 
should not insist on 
humiliating them." 

Mr. Annan implied that 
the U.N. position could 
be flexible regarding res- 
olutions 'demanding 
access for inspectors 
seeking to identify and 
eliminate Iraq’s biologi- 
cal and chemical weapons 
facilities. 

“I think wc all need to 
think through very care- 
fully the consequences oi 
{military'] action and vvhui 
we do "afterwards." Mr. 
Annan said. 

“If we maintain funda- 
mentalist positions all 
around, or purist posi- 
tions all around, we will 
not find a solution, and 1 
appeal for that kind of 
courage, that kind of wis- 
dom. that will allow us lo 
make the kinds oi judge- 
ments that will allow us 
to get out of this... 

Nlr. Annan had can- 
celled a Mideast trip on 
Monday to concentrate on 
the negotiations tit U.N. 
headquarters. He told the 
BBC it would be point- 
less to go without some 
idea of what both the 
United States and Iraq 
would agree to. 

”1 think we should do 
whatever we can to gel a 


diplomatic solution." Mr. 
Annan said. "I do not 
believe the hour for 
diplomacy has passed. 
But before 1 go to Bagh- 
dad I think we have to 
have an understanding 
with key players that they 
are likely to come up with 
a workable solution, and 
that we know what our 
minimum would be." 

As Asia- Pacific nations 
on Tuesday took up 
opposing positions to the 
Gulf crisis, regional giant 
China warned against 
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Chinese Assistant For- 
eign Minister Ji Peiding 
met Tuesday with ambas- 
sadors of seven Arab 
nations, including Iraq 
and members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, 
over the risk of a military 
escalation in Baghdad’s 
standoff with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

In Rome. Russia and 
Italy made a joint appeal 
Tuesday for a diplomatic 
solution to the Iraq crisis, 
while promising to put 
pressure on Baghdad. 

The plea came on day 
two of President Boris 
Yeltsin’s visit to Rome. 

At a press conference. 
President Yeltsin and Ital- 
ian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi said they 
would send a “very 
strong” message to Presi- 
dent Hussein, who has 
been refusing unrestricted 
access to U.N. arms 
inspectors. 

“What is essential is 
that we avoid an inferno, 
that wc do everything to 
peacefully resolve ihis 
conflict by way of diplo- 
macy,” the Russian presi- 
dent said, 

Mr. Prodi said: “We are 
at a delicate moment for 
world peace.” 

Italy and Russia, he 
said, “must make their 
joint position known.” 

”1 believe that our plea 
will not go unanswered." 
he said. 

Russian Foreign Min- 


istry spokesman Gennady 
Tarasov Tuesday issued 
fresh warnings to the 
United Slates about the 
possible results of air 
strikes against suspected 
stores of Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction. 

“We wonder conse- 
quently what may be the 
results’ of applying mas- 
sive lire power against 
arsenals ol mass destruc- 
tion.” he said, 

Mr. Tarasov repeated 
Russia’s stance on the 
conflict over U.N. 
weapons inspections, say- 
ing the country was “cat- 
egorically opposed to the 
use of force,” against 
Iraq. 

He noted that Moscow 
was especially concerned 
about the likelihood of 
high civilian casualties as 
the result of a strike. 

“Any military strike is a 
risky operation and the 
use "of force often proves 
to be messy. The messy 
use of force would have 
many innocent victims.” 
Mr. Tarasov said. 

Meanwhile, in the Arab 
World, only Kuwait has 
said it will offer support 
in the event of a U.S.-led 
military operation, while 
Bahrain has signalled a 
readiness to assist and 
allowed the deployment 
of dozens of U.S. war- 
planes in November. 

The United States is 
also to send five KC-IO 
tanker planes to Oman as 


part of its buildup in the 
Gulf, a U.S. military offi- 
cial accompanying Mr. 
Cohen said Tuesday after 
his talks in Muscat with 
Sultan Qaboos. 

Bui Mr. Cohen said he 
had yet to sign an order to 
send between 2,500 and 
3,000 more U.S. ground 
troops to Kuwait within 
the next 10 days, as 
reported on Monday. 

He also denied a deci- 
sion to attack Iraq had 
already been taken in 
Washington. 

"There is no war fever 
that has gripped the Pen- 
tagon or any of us. We are 
not. as .someone said, 
beating the tam-tam in 
the White House or in the 
Pentagon, but we are 
preparing obviously the 
option if diplomacy 
fails.” 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton is “measuring 
this in a very careful and 
calibrated fashion.” he 
said. 

Mr. Cohen said Monday 
in Kuwait that the U.S. 
has now massed enough 
firepower in the Gulf to 
lake on Iraq, after 
announcing he was not 
asking Riyadh to use 
Saudi soil (o launch 
ai tacks. 

Mr. Cohen, who started 
his tour in Saudi Arabia 
on Sunday, is also to visit 
Bahrain before heading 
for Russia on Wednesday. 


(Continued from page t> 

extend its assistance. 

Mr. Sanier 

expressed hope that a 
peaceful solution to 
the Iraqi crisis be 
found and stressed 
that Iraq has to fully 
comply with United 
Nations resolutions 
or bear the conse- 
quences. 

"Irau has to comply 
with me U.N. resolu- 
tions, and we support 
all efforts at this 
moment given at a 
diplomatic level to 
find a solution," said 
President Santer fol- 
lowing a meeting 
with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. 

The European offi- 
cial said the EU was 
concerned over the 
lack of progress in 
the Middle East 
peace process. 

"We want to under- 
line the importance 
we put on tne peace 
process... We are 
concerned about the 
stalemate at this 
moment, and we also 
want to see how we 
can make some 
breakthrough,” he 
said. 

The EU is seekins a 
greater role in the 
10-month stalled 
peace process. But 
Mr, Santer said 
Europe wants to play 


a role that would 
compliment that of 
the U.S. — the main 
sponsor of the Mid- 
dle East peace 
process. 

Palestinian-Israeli 
peace negotiations 
have been -Trailed for 
nearly a vear, with 
Israel refusing to 
carry out promised 
troop withdrawals 
from more occupied 
lands. 

"We want to see 
this peace process 
succeed on the basis 
of the Oslo agree- 
ments.” said " Mr. 
Santer adding that 
Israel’s hard-line 
policies were affect- 
ing economic devel- 
opment throughout 
the region. 

Israel last month 
rejected Palestinian 
demands that Europe 
be given a greater 
role" in the "peace 
process saying the 
government was too 
r *pro-Arab.” 

Mr. Santer said the 
EC was the largest 
aid donor to the 
Palestinian National 
Authority which 
received" a iota! of 
SI. 8 billion in EC 
grants and loans 
since 1993. 

“We are the biggest 
donor of aid to^the 
PNA, and with this 
economic coopera- 


tion, we also want 
complete results. 
That is the best guar- 
antee for the security 
of Israel,” Mr. Sanie'r 
added. 

President Santer 
praised Jordan-EU 
bilateral relations 
which he said "were 
strongly enhanced” 
after both sides 
signed an association 
agreement in Brus- 
sels in November 
last year. 

The agreement 
which awaits ratifi- 
cation by the parlia- 
ments of the 15- 
member states and 
Jordan's Parliament, 
will provide the 
Kingdom with access 
to EU markets with 
the aim of creating a 
regional free trade 
area bv the year 
2010 . 

During his 24-hour 
visit to Jordan, Presi- 
dent Santer met with 
Dr. Majali and other 
senior officials. 

Mr. Santer will be 
heading today to 
Lebanon and "Syria, 
ending a week-long 
visit to the region 
which also included 
Egypt, Israel and the 
Palestinian territo- 
ries. 
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IMF team begins talks with 
Jordanian officials today 


‘Guarantee cheques’ 
are worthless — court 


By Mahmoud Masharqah 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) delegation arrives 
here today on a several day 
visit to Jordan to review 
and assess economic devel- 
opments in the Kingdom. 

The IMF delegation will 
discuss today with senior 
Ministry’ of Finance offi- 
cials Jordan's future eco- 
nomic plans and pro- 
grammes, and the social 
safety package, which con- 


stitute a major part of the 
overall economic trends. 

In a statement to A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily and the Jordan 
Times, Odeh Sweiss, the 
director of the finance 
department at the Ministry 
of Finance, said the Jor- 
danian economy has suc- 
ceeded in addressing the 
disparities between pro- 
duction and consumption. 

Dr. Sweiss noted that the 
balance of withdrawals 
from foreign loans has 
dropped from S7.6 billion 
in 1990 to S6.6 billion in 


Iran eases regulations 
to breathe life into 
stagnant non-oil exports 


TEHRAN |AFP> — The 
Iranian government has taken 
new steps to rescue the coun- 
try's stagnant non-oil exports 
and stem a crisis in the indus- 
trial and agricultural sectors, 
officials have said, in a dra- 
matic aboutface, exporters 
are no longer obliged to repa- 
triate foreign earnings and 
exchange them at the official 
exchange rate of 3,000 rials to 
die dollar, which is about 
two-thirds of the black mar- 
ket rate. 

They instead can use the 
hard currency ro purchase arid 
import “essentiaT goods, a 
practice which had been 
rightly regulated over the past 
year years, newspapers have 
reported. 

in May 1995. Iran tough- 
ened regulations to prevent 
the flight of hard currency, 
stabilise the national currency 
and curb imports to save 
money to pay back around 
$30 billion of foreign debt, 
accumulated during a credit- 
funded shopping spree in the 
early 1990s. 

The relaxation of the rules 
is in line with a string of mea- 
sures taken by the new gov- 
ernment of President 
Mohammad Khatami to 
revive non-oil exports, which 
are strangled by red tape and 
have fallen to 53 billion a 
year from S3 billion in 1994. 
“The government plans to 
exercise a solid policy on 
exports within the next year, a 
fact which could somewhat 
ease the side-effects of unsta- 
ble regulations," said Com- 
merce Minister Hossein 
Shariatraadari. 

In December, the central 
bank partially liberalised cur- 
rency exchange rules, allow- 
ing individuals to exchange 
h; : rd currency earned abroad 
:u the black market rate at 


Iranian state banks. 

Parliament also last year 
allowed carpet exporters to 
keep foreign earnings provid- 
ed they use them to import 
raw material and other related 
goods. 

But the action has so far 
failed to resuscitate carpet 
exports. Iran's main source of 
hard currency after oil, and 
earnings have nearly halved 
from Sl.S billion in 1994. 

“The parliament's relax- 
ation has not the least 
improved the situation; on the 
contrary, the sector is terribly 
stagnant," central bank offi- 
cial Said Niazi told' ResaJat 
newspaper. 

Iran earns around SO per 
cent of its hard currency from 
oil exports and the country 
has been trying to boost non- 
oil exports to ease reliance on 
crude sales. The Iranian 
economy is often at the mercy 
of fluctuations in the interna- 
tional oil market and it is fac- 
ing a $2.6 billion budget 
deficit in the current fiscal 
year to March because of a 
recent drop in prices. 

Stagnant non-oil^ ?xpqns 
have dealt a further blow to 
die industrial and agricultural 
sectors as many export-ori- 
ented businesses are being 
forced into bankruptcy or 
operating at a fraction of their 
capacity. 

They are particularly vul- 
nerable as the authorities 
have ordered bans on the 
exports of particular goods to 
redirect them towards the 
domestic market at state-reg- 
ulated prices. 

The country had forecast a 
revenue of around $27 billion 
from non-oil exports during 
its five-year plan ending in 
1999, but only around $12 
billion have been earned in 
the first three vears. 


1997. 

The ratio of the foreign 
debt burden to the gross 
volume of exports of com- 
modities and services has 
dropped from 9.8 per cent 
in 1990 to 7.7 per cent in 
1997, Dr. Sweiss indicated. 

He pointed out that the 
ratio of foreign debt to the 
gross domestic product has 
dropped from 190 per cent 
in 1990 to 83 per cent in 
1997. 

On Jordan's foreign cur- 
rency reserves. Dr. Sweiss 
said they have reached $1.7 


billion, an amount which 
can cover Jordan's imports 
of commodities for more 
than five months. 

Jordan's expanded eco- 
nomic reform programme 
for the years .1996-1998 
seeks to achieve a real 
growth of no less than six 
per cent in the gross domes- 
tic product, and to maintain 
the average levels of prices 
at their present level in 
addition to reducing the 
budget deficit by 2.5 per 
cent. 


AMMAN — In an 
unprecedented move, the 
Court of Cassation has 
annulled the effect of ail 
blank cheques that are 
drawn on banks in the 
Kingdom and which are 
free of essential data 
including the date of pay- 
ment 

The decision was adopted 
by the court during a ses- 
sion held at the Court of 
Cassation under the chair- 
manship of its President , 
Farouq Keilani, and the 
membership of Abdul Latif 
Talli, Abdullah Thaher. 


Mohammad Raqqad, 
Mampun Barham, Moham- 
mad Abu Hassan, Yussef 
Hmoud, Nathem Aref and 
Kamel Sayyed. 

Legal and banking 
sources said these “guaran- 
tee cheques," which are 
taken by banks and compa- 
nies in guarantee for pay- 
ment of the value of goods, 
personal loans, bills, or 
credit cards, are used to 
force the indebted people to 
honour their financial com- 
mitments and to present 
them to the court in case of 
non-payment. 
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HIGH 

MONTH* 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

N 

2.340 

1.660 

JOR. NAT TONAL BP.. 

e 

0.00 

S 

5.800 

3.400 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

7.2 

4.32 

5 

3.540 

1. 370 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.5 

0.00 


1.300 

.690 

MID. EAST ZNV.BK. 

63.7 

0.00 

S 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.2 

6.14 


5.300 

4.610 

THE HOUSING BK. 

15.2 

3.81 

s 

4 . ISO 

1.850 

JOP. KUWAIT BANK 

10.4 

0.00 


.9 70 

. 62D 

JOR.GULF BANK 

4.2 

10.00 

*s 

4.050 

2.250 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

11-4 

4.29 

* 

1.530 

1.050 

UNION BK-SAV.1NV. 

P 

0.00 

* 

1.620 

.850 

BEIT. AL-MAL ( BEITNA) 

.5 

17.86 
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HO. NO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


BANK SECTOR TOTAI.N 


INDEX: 222.58 T CHG : 


JOR FRENCH INSUR. 
ARAB LIFE INSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 120.87 /CHG: 


2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.4 

5.13 

17 

6750 

13162 

1.96 

1.95 

.01- 

3.050 

2.300 

SHIPPING LINES 

12. B 

5.91 

1 

250 

550 

2.30 

2.20 

.10- 

1.SS0 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

2 

350 

353 

1.00 

1.01 

. 01+ 

1.590 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

18.7 

0.00 

11 

9850 

12033 

1.23 

1.23 

- 

4.000 

2.B90 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC. 

10.2 

0.00 

4 

1100 

4290 

3.90 

3.90 

- 

1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

g 

0.00 

1 

100 

90 

.93 

.90 

.03- 

1.090 ' 

.900 

2ARKA EDUCATION 

a 

0.00 

1 

1000 

930 

.93 

.93 

- 

2.160 

1.630 

■jni Fieri co. 

a.o 

6.SS 

- 5 

1600 

2688 

1.67 

1.68 

.01* 

.840 

.610 

ONION LAND OEV. 

<3 

0.00 

5 

4626 

2821 

.61. 

.61 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 115. 

,50 XCHG: 

-0.42 

47 

25626 

36916 




4.450 

2.750 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.7 

3.96 

21 

8985 

25132 

2.84 

2.7B 

.06- 

7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.3 

3.24 

1 

9850 

58115 

5.85 

5.90 

.05+ 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REF INART 

9.8 

8.76 

13 

3470 

35233 

10.15 

10.15 

— 

2.890 

1.320 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

B 

1B50 

2398 

1.32 

1.29 

.03- 

4.700 

3.440 

ARAB FHARM. MANF. 

12.7 

4.35 

24 

8720 

40111 

4.62 

4.60 

.02- 

3.600 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. I NO- 

5.6 

10.46 

4 

1002 

4303 

2.41 

2.39 

.02- 

.620 

.420 

LI VESTOCK fi POULTRY 

8.9 

0.00 

4 

1250 

525 

.42 

.42 

- 

1.120 

.370 

I NTERMED . PETRQ . CHEM . 

g 

0.00 

4 

2200 

892 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

3.000 

.990 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

25.8 

0.00 

1 

100 

107 

1.13 

1.07 

.06- 

.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

q 

0.00 

3 

1000 

570 

.58 

.57 

.01- 

1.800 

.820 

UNIV. MODN.INDS. 

P 

.26 

17 

17400 

14369 

.82 

.83 

.01+ 

1.410 

.690 

JOR . I N D S . RESOURCES 

10.0 

13.51 

10 

6270 

4639 

.74 

.74 

— 

.960 

.810 

JOR. NEH CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

17 

33500 

30238 

.90 

.90 

- 

1.900 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READY NEAR 

45.7 

0.00 

1 

200 

260 

1.30 

1.30 

- 

1.260 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

0.00 

4 

6950 

8340 

1.21 

1.20 

.01- 

2.200 

.860 

UNION CH. S VEG. 

45. 0 

0.00 

7 

11906 

11785 

.99 . 

.99 

— 

.810 

.680 

JORDAN -STEEL 

30. B 

7.35 

9 

5500 

3740 

.69 

.68 

1 

M 

o 

.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

3 

5150 

3143 

.62 

.62 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 110.33 7 CMC: -C 

INDEX: 166.44 <CHG: -C 


154 126162 

246 250586 
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N 

1.050 

.980 

EXPORT 6 FTN.0NK.7S* 

E 

. 0.00 

» • 3 

18100 

13393 

.98 

1.00 

.02+ 


■ 5 JO 

.300 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

I960 

605 

‘.32 

.31 

.01- 


.610 

.140 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.9 

0.00 

16 

27950 

10225 

.36 

.37 

.01+ 

* 

.700 

.-70Q 

NATL . COMMER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

1 

100 

66 

.70 

.66 

.04- 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* . 

9 

0.00 

12 

19282 

3B54 

.70 

.70 

— 


.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

1 

SO 

24 

.50 

.47 

.03- 


.780 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

66.2 

0.00 

1 

190 

66 

.69 

-69 

- 

* 

.840 

.440 

ARAB FOOD S MED. 

g 

0.00 

2 

1250 

538 

.44 

.43 

.01- 


.500 

.250 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

28.8 

0.00 

10 

4550 

1138 

.25 

.25 

— 


.750 

.360 

NATL. MULT . ENG . NAM I CO 

g 

0.00 

65 

137650 

5X986 

.37 

.3B * 

.01+ 

N 

1.230 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

13.5 

0.00 

1 

250 

280 

1.17 

1.12 

.05- 


.520 

.400 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

g 

0.00 

1» 

300 

135 

.45 

- 45 

- 


.670 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

4 

4250 

2210 

.61 

.62 

.01+ 


1.500 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

g 

0.00 

1 

4050 

4536 

1.36 

1.36 

- 


- 730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1400 

.70 

.70 

— 


.470 

.240 

INDS. ENG. 

g 

0.00 

2 

550 

149 

.27 

.27 

- 

N 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA -IND. 

E 

0.00 

20 

23412 

13480 

.56 

.59 

.03 + 


.820 

.490 

‘‘NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

6 

3700 

1927 

.53 

.52 

.01- 

♦N 

.950 

.570 

OPT I CALS HEARING 75 < 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

73 

.57 

.54 

.03- 

N 

1-000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75? 

97.4 

0.00 

32 

35400 

15683 

.68 

.70 

.02 + 


1.100 

.720 

ARAB INT- FOOD PACT. 

48.2 

0.00 

J 

3017 

3017 

1.02 

1-00 

.02- 

N 

1.310 . 

1.000 

NUTRIDAR 

E 

0.00 

17 

3735 

3957 

1.07 

1.06 

-01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





204 

291946 

128937 





♦ : New 12 months low 

S : Stock dividend during the peat 12 months 
N : Liated durlnci the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio is 100 or more 
9 : Negative P/E 

E : Earning is iero or N/A for the moat recent year 
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I FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 11, 19981 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc , i 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A lunch date could lead 
to romance. If you’re not in a relationship, get close to 
someone you'd tike to start one with. It's a good afternoon 
to begin a group project Try a bigger challenge than ever 
before. You need something like that to keep you interest- 
ed. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make your major deci- 
sions as early as possible. Don't procrastinate. Later 
focus shifts to financial matters. It may seem like there's 
not enough money to do what you want Remember that 
old line about necessity being the mother of invention? 
Necessity in pushing you to try new tilings. One of them 
is bound to work, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 > If your work’s done, you 
might be able to travel this weekend. How about skiing at 
Tahoe, or perhaps the Swiss Alps? This won’t happen if 
you've been goofing off. Put in the correction, and next 
time this condition comes around, it's off to the Alps for 
you. Meanwhile, back to work. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A friend can help you 
solve. a difficult problem this morning. Talk it over with 
one who's more predictable than you are. This person had 
had the same lifestyle for longer than you can remember. 
Your problem is that things in your life are changing. If 
you need a little stability, go to one who has a lot of it 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Complete a project this 
morning. You'll make a good impression on an older per- 
son and increase the money coming in. This afternoon, 
you’ll have more chance to socialise. Tbat's also your best 
opportunity for romance. In fact, it may find you. It looks 
like your partner is in an aggressive mood. This could be 
interesting. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22.) Ask for what you 
want early this morning. Later, everything gets confusing. 
Your boss or teacher or parent will order you to,do one 
tiling, then expect you to have something else done at die 
same time. Don’t you get frazzled too. Instead, help this 
person get organised. That will make both of your lives a 
lot easier. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The morning 
starts out slow, but the days gets better. By afternoon, you 
should be doing pretty well. You'll be able to find just the 
right words, especially with loved ones and children. 
You’ll also be firm and decisive, so watch what you say. 
You’ll have to keep any agreements you make this 
evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2] ) You could get a 
good opportunity this afternoon. If you have your budget 
figured out. you'll know bow much you can afford to spend. 
Money is not necessarily tight but it never hurts to spend it 
wisely. The time you spend planning earlier in this day will 
show up as money saved later. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Tilings will fall together this morning, and money might | 
even fell into your pocket It’s not from winning the lot- 
tery. It’s from work you've done recently. Celebrate at 
lunch with your favourite person. Choose a date who can 
teach you something. It looks like love and learning are 
linked right now. This could turn to be something a bit 
more personal. It’s up to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your life 
should start moving foster around the middle of.the day. It 
might seem like you have too much to do. but that’s never 
stopped you before. You're probably finding it exciting. 
Don't forget to get the clients to sign on the dotted line. If 
you forget something today, the mistake could be an 
expensive one. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A problem 
you've been struggling with starts to ease around the mid- 
dle of the day. The solution either becomes obvious, or 
you simply stop caring. Your interest shifts to romance 
tonight, and it’s about time. You've done without it for 
long enough; Set up a dinner date. You and your sweet- 
heart have a lot to talk about 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Spend the morning 
studying, so you can handle a difficult situation this after- 
noon. It’s not as hard as it is confusing. You want to ask 
everyone else's opinion, but you need to make sure your own 
interests are protected. You tend to do what everybody else 
wants. That’s admirable, but not really necessary. 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx j 


THE Dcllly Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WBtams POdllUtS 


ACROSS 
1 Statutes 
5 Begin skydiving 
9 Bordered 

14 Estrada of 
■CHiPs’ 

15 Buckeye slate 

16 Jolly 

17 Cairo's river 

18 Stage 
directions 

19 MentaJ picture 

20 Bottles in 
wickerwork 

22 Beaches, 
llaliarr-style 

23 Gaudho's 
grasslands 

24 Red-letter word 
26 Blaze a trad 
29 Lamented 

loudly 

33 Actor Conrad 
37 Top-drawer 

39 Scorch 

40 Coastal bird 

41 William 
Jennings _ 

42 Actress Gilbert 

43 Capacity 

44 Mirrored 

45 With obvious 
moisture 

46 Scrawnier 
48 Western 

alliance, briefly 
50 Life partner 
52 Sanctity 
57 Cover in mist 
60 Society's 
fringe-dweHere 

63 __ Ftynn 

64 Pitiful cry 

65 Hawaiian 
instruments 

66 Trap 

67 RoyaJe 

68 Chair piece 

69 Added shating 

70 Require 

71 Squiggly fish 

DOWN 

1 Ivan of tennis 

2 Character in 
The Tempest” 

3 Mrs. Fiintstone 

4 Quantity of 
yam 

5 Humorous 


rr u la k e 17 


TMSPuzzte OaoLoom 

l» 110 111 112 113 1 


27 SB 30 31 32 

1^ ‘ H 37~ ' B 5 


1*7 I 


Iso 1 51 


By Eugene B. Puffenbergor 
Hasten, VA 


6 Casual 
affirmative 

7 Aspect 

8 Sheriff’s band 

9 Aaor Estevez 

10 Cup of 

espresso 

11 Alum 

12 Cogito sum 

13 Woad and anil 
21 Sudden shock 
25 Marvel Comics 

superheroes 

27 Seno/s grp. 

28 Grand dame 

30 Fastidious 

31 British title 

32 Sturdy cart 

33 Action word 

34 End of a 
switch? 

35 Aware of 

36 Mrs. Bruce 
Willis 

38 Nothing in 
NogeJes 
41 Simpson kkl 
45 Low character 
47 Scored two 
under par 


DBBD EJQEHHE1 BEIBB 
□QSB HHDQO QBBE 
□□□□ ocinnu 00 eq 
□ cnn □□□aapHnn sa 
m aamaa hbh m 

□□BOISE □□□□□□□□ 
BBQE3B □□□□□ EBB 
Edna □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□ BDQBE □□□□□ 
□□□ aODEB BE2E9QDE 
BEE QISEJEH H 
□BEQEDBQDBE DEB 
BEQE DDESOB EDBQ 
□□S3Q BE3QBB EBBE 
QHHE □□EBB HEBB 


ftttM TitaM Ik* SnU ho. 
NuMum nN 


49 Worked 
extremely hard 
51 Astronaut 

Aldrin 

53 Immerse 

54 Leg jo int 

55 Just right 

56 Prepares to lay 


57 Come out on 
top 

58 Toy-maker 

Rubik 

59 Tarkenton of 
football 

61 Let up 

62 Bannister's 
distance 


THIS IS A 
HARP TEST.. 


THIS ISNT A TEST, SIR.. 
THEY JUST WANT TO KNOW f 
WHEN YOU U)ERE BORN.. I 


TOO LATE.. I ALREADY 
PUT DOWN 1^92 ! 


11 


{Andy Capp 


9 IMS MAN LTD 

nsr «v xnocumt ■ramannii 

«u mmm Mm sfNocm me 


IT'S ME, 
PET-/, 


atm/) 


r tXXXZFlO— > 
NOBODy KNOWS 
THE ST UBBL E . 
. SHE'S SEEN J 


lutt’n’Jel 


FINISHED? V y£H BUT X DON'T 
— ^ — A LIKE THE LOOKOF 
V THE NOSE X MADE' 

£ 8 * IFtFTi 


WELL, WHY DON’T : 
YOU CHANGE IT? 


I WOULD BUT I DON Y 
REMEMBER WHERE I > 
\ PUT rr/ , ^ 



/SL 





'No, I don't hear the ocean. 
I hear our toilet leaking.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortBnary wo rds. 

f MUIBE I 


M*” »*>* me. 
MHgnu nmnad. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hvnri AmoW and Mika Aipirion 

t*. I need this to keep going 1 


NOKTE 


DRA1LZ 


YURFIP 


WHAT TH£ REST- 
ING MECHANICS 
CON5IPEREP 
, T HEIR COFFEE. 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form foe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer horn : 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

, * jrnbtej: ? N 7 f,Y APPLY OBLIGE MIDWAY 
Answ0n £®foyfog Ns (Set gave the procrastinator 
this — A WAIT PROBLEM 
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Business & Finance 


MB 




A jlrftr 0/ news from 


yro w me .1 ra /w rrm jg|p£ 


5ocia/ Security Corporation expects JD207.7 
million in new investments this year 


** THE TOTAL new inxeMinenis envi,- 
aged by the Social Security Cnrpi.r.jUnn 
lor 1WK amount io JD207.7 million 
The estimated budge! lor this year as 
approved by the corporation honid of 
directors put spending at JDfi.v2‘.* million. 
The corporation sees profits and returns 
on investments reaching J Drib, is million 
this year. The Nurd .iku approved ihice 


buns tor a total <..«t J| jS l million. The fust 
tor J L> 1 1 million will be lent m the mili- 
Mr> housing fund and the second for J I .) 10 
million will heuclit the National Flcctiic 
Company. The third Joan of JD3U million 
will lv c* Mended in the Water Authority 
7 he corporation e spec Is to receive 
about JD127.5 imlhoit m income iruin 
beiteJictaries t.\l Ka'ii. 


Ministry, UNDP to conduct new 
study on poverty in Jordan 


*■* THE MINISTRY utf Social De-.elop- 
ment intends to conduct a stud\ m o'-op- 
eration with the L'nited Nations’ Develop- 
meni Programme i UNDPi to measure arid 
analyse poverty in Jordan. The study aims 
at establishing new poseny lines that cor- 
respond lo the social, economic and lie me 
changes during the past period and at 


drawing policies and sti.iteeics related to 
pos erty based >>n ihe findings of the slink. 

i he study will include the income niid 
spending of hou .bolds dui mg l«#)7 .md a 
i 4t O survey o| hvmji conditions in Jordan 
as well as per capita speudiiiL' on tood and 
tobacco JLCutdji!'* in family ••talcs in Null 
urban ami rural areas i.M Oustotin 


Syrian goods must have import licence 


'* THE MINISTRY of Industry and 
Trade has asked the concerned parlies in 
prevent the entry of Syrian good-. n> the 
Kingdom unless a prior and valid import 
notice is presented. Such a request . v _*nt m 
a memorandum in the Miiustr. 
Finance, is in harmony with impnri regu- 
lations issued in iwT. Industry and Trade 
Minister Hani Mulki ha. said 
The regulations stipulate that -ji»Hk 
imported from Syria should be accompa- 
nied by a prior import licence issued by 
the ministry and that no entry should be 




allowed utile-' sncli a valid licence is pie- 
sent ed. 

Inn k H t lieenee- -.liould 'how the evlenl 
t" which the imp* iris aie exempted m 
accordance v. tth die ciMpemiinii .hm ce- 
ment aened between the tun countries. 
Ako to be ‘h.iwn mi the licence is 
whether the j.««k are within the hanking 

allawee MIC Ills o] not. 

I or us pan. ihe Department of 'Customs 
has a.ked all customs offices to be sure to 
implen.eiu the measures concerning die 
import ot Syrian goods (AI Aswaqi. 


m • *«•■« mmom mrnmm^ 


The Business of Information 


Major 

Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Currencies & 
USD I DEM 


1.6254 2.9398 

0.6845 123.81 


0.0006 1.0113 

0.4904 88.70 

0.1648 0.2982 


Cross 

r gbp 

0.6152 

0.3398 


Rates 

CHr 

1.4610 

0.8075 

2.3737 


Prices as at . 


1.4304 1787.40 
0.7905 907.57 

2.3260 2906.06 
0.9701 1222.74 
1.1590 14 48 

1231.91 

0.8006 

0.7017 876.20 


10/02/98 19:08 
WIG FrF~ 
2.0393 60675 

1.1270 3.3627 

3.3146 9.8616 

139.53 4.1496 

165.25 4.9133 

I. 4069 4.1831 

II. 41 3.3929 

2.9741 


Currency 

USD 

US Dollar 

- 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

Saudi Riyal 

0.26GE 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2746 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2765 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

Lebanese/1 000 

0.65 

Egyptian 

0.2346 


Middle Eastern Currencies 
SAR { BAH QAT~J~ 
3.7505 0.3770 3 6410 

5 2898 0.5317 5.1354 

. 0.1005 0.97 


Energy 


005 { Last 



14.78 
12.69 
169.00 159.00 


I 


Mid-East Currencies 


Currency J USD 1 DEM j GBP | CHF 


SARJyal 0.2666 0.4825 0.16412 0.38964 32.8969 

AE Dirham 0.2723 0.49268 0.16763 0.3978 33.6078 

KW Dinar 3.2755 5.92768 2.01613 4.78469 404.204 

BH Dinar 0.3770 4.80077 1.63212 3.87597 327.439 

CY Pound 1.3755 3.394 1.1537 2.7393 231.429 


Metal Pri=?s 

ISKEZIH 

BB 

Gold (oz's) 

299 

Silver (oz's) 

7.07 

Platinum (oz’s) 

367 

AL(3 Months) 

1499 

CU (3 Months) 

1690 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1093 

Lead (3 Months) 

625 

NI (3 Months) 

5610 




current 

Period 

-1 - 

C’ncy 

Month 

USD 

5.50 

GBP 

7.35 

JPY 

0.45 

DEM 

3.71 

FRF 

3.43 

CHF 

0.81 

ITL 

6.14 



NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


DOW JONES 
S&P 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
OAX 


Main Equity Indices 


Value 


8226.12 

1014.83 


17206.09 

3231.46 

4523.76 



8178.28 

8180.52 

1010.71 

1010.74 

5586.8 

5600.9 

17161.7 

17205 

3212.1 

3220.94 

4517.27 

4563.65 
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Traders, industrialists air grievances about market conditions 


lly Turcq Ay you It 
Spci inf .*(» the Jt'nUin Tutu -. 

AMMAN - Political 
instability plaguing (he 
legion because of Isr.ieli 
h.irdlmc policies. and 
Iratfs renewed sI.uk ( off 
with the United Nation-, 
have dealt a heavy blow to 
an economy already sul- 
I eimg from recession, 
businessmen and traders 
said Tuesday. 

These problems, com- 
bined with complaints of a 
slowdown m the local 
market, have hit (he vital 
tourism, trade and indu-^ 
trial sectors, they told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Tiuiri.si.s will not prefer 
to come to a place where 
the dangei of wars and 
Confront at i« m exists," said 
hotel owner Said Savvalha. 

"People will choose 
places where they lind 
scvmiiy and calm, and 
therefore, they will refrain 
from visiting a region like 
ouis.” he added. 

The tourism industry that 
lias long showed sensitivi- 
ty to political develop- 
ments m the region, earned 
Jordan S75o million in 
IW7. 

"Kvery now and then 
there are surprises that 
worsen ihe siiualion and it 
is difficult to control 
them." explained Mr. 
Savvalha. 

Hut in addition to the 
political developments in 
the region, internal factors 
"have jHiured oil on the 
already existing fire." 

“The government figures 
about the number of 
tourists is deceiving." said 
Mr. Savvalha. 

"Should we consider any 
person who enters Jordan 


as a Louii.sl Mr. Savvalha 
wonders. "In our terms the 
tourist is he/she who 
comes in an organised tour 
programme, h is no! cor- 
sect to consider any pass- 
er-by as a tourist," empha- 
sised Mr. Sywulha. 

According to him. die 
downturn, following a 
tourism boom triggered by 
Jordan's ! l /°4 peace treaty 
with Israel, followed the 
assassination of former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rahm in Novem- 
ber 1W5. 

"How e\ er.tiie hotel con- 
struction in the country is 
moving at :t high speed 
due to expectations — in 
die early — that a 
tourism Nmm will eome. 
Hut it have never proved 
correct." said Mr. Saw al- 
ba. 

Israel's Likud leader 
Benyamin NelanyaJiu 
became prime minister in 
June I ‘/‘J/). throwing peace 
efforts into a standstill. 
The mass killing of 
tourists in southern Egypt 
last year also cast a toll. 

Renewed tension 

between Iraq and tile Unit- 
ed Nations over demands 
for unrestricted access fur 
arms inspectors Lo all Iraqi 
sites, lek bulled l uniter ten- 
sion utter Washington 
threatened military strikes 
against Iraq to settle the 
dispute. 

"Tile situation in Iraq is 
the most important ele- 
ment that affects the Jor- 
danian economy." saiJ 
Amcr Muasher. a stock 
broker working with the 
National Securities Com- 
pany i NSC). 

"Foreign investors are 
willing to eome and invest 
but when thev look at the 


Pakistan companies 
see drop in 1998 
profits — survey 


L8P 

EGP 


1530.00 

3.3950 


2157.97 

47884 


407.95 

0.9062 


4058.68 

9.0060 


420.21 

0.9324 


5011.46 

0.9324 


416.69 

0.9244 


460.66 

2.2190 




KARACHI iRl — Most 
Pakistani companies inter- 
viewed in a survey expect a 
drop in sales and profits in 
1WS. the pi ill results 
showed Wednesday. 

"This appears to be the 
re Heel ion of weak demand 
across the entire spec Hunt 
of iudusiri.il and consumer 
activity which became man- 
ifest in the second half of 
1 007 ami is expected to con- 
tinue in the tirst half of 
IWS.” said international 
Asset Management Co. 
(I AMO. which conducted 
the survey. 

IAMC p.il led 50 compa- 
nies in live sectors includ- 
ing consumer goods, indus- 
trial raw jiutenuls and con- 
struction for iis annual sur- 
vey on corporate [vrl'or- 
nvatvee and business confi- 
dence. 

It said the sales outlook 
for J9‘>8 remains weak with 
441 per cent ol the surveyed 
companies expecting a drop 
in sales and 32 per cent 
expecting no change. Only 
2S per cent of the compa- 
nies saw an increase. 

The profit outlook uas 
much weaker with b2 per 
cent of Units expecting 
lower profits against 22 [)er 
cent that saw profit growth. 
For lb per cent, there was 
no change in profit outlook. 

"Il appears lhal ihe sharp 
squeeze in margins wit- 
nessed in 1097 due lo large 
input cost increases plus 
excessive financial charges 
clue to Inch interest rales 


have made businesses extra 
cautious regarding profit 
growth." it said. 

Currency devaluation, 
inconsistent gov eminent 
policies, rising raw material 
costs, high utility charges 
and a slowdown of econom- 
ic activ ity were cited as key 
factors responsible for a 
drop in sales and profits. 

IAMC said overall confi- 
dence in the business cli- 
mate only marginally 
improved in 1 997 compared 
to IW6 as it was hit by a 
row between Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif and the 
judiciary last November. 

The row spooked the 
stock market, paralysed pol- 
ities and led to the evils of 
the chief justice and former 
president. Farooq Leghari. 

"The only significant dif- 
ference in ihe views ol ihe 
two IAMC surveys is thai 
the degive of negative senti- 
ment reduced from 5 s per 
cent in I Wo to 5n per cent 
in Iy97." the survey said. 

The single most positive 
aspect to emerge from the 
survey was the much 
improved outlook on gov- 
ernment policy initiatives 
by the business community, 
it said. 

Mr. Shanf announced an 
economic revival package 
in March 1 997 and later 
made reforms in key sectors 
such as banking and 
finance, capital markets, 
exports, agriculture and 
debt retirement. 


political environment in 
the region their enthusi- 
asm weakens." added Mr. 
Muasher. 

He said Thai among the 
reasons that alJccted the 
AFM \ Am nun i Financial 
Markei as the stock 
exchange is known), activ- 
ities were the fluctuation 
m the political situation in 
Iraq and lack of progress 
m tile jveaee process. 

Among the major prob- 
lems that affects the trad- 
ing at the AFM is Lhe la^k 
ol liquidity js a result of 
high interest rate, said Mr 
Muasher. 

He added that among ihe 
indicators of the recession 
i n the markei w as the 
"humble" daily trading, 
which amounted Tuesday 
to only JDoOU.OOU. Anoth- 
er indicator is the retreat of 
i be AFM general price 
index. 

The AFM also had faced 
several hard time because 
ol the regional and local 
factors. 

"The foreign inv cst- 
ments in the AFM amount- 
ed lo JD44 million in IMHri 
before jumping to JD 140 
million in the p-Lsi year. 
This amount will double if 
a political stabs lit;, is 
achieved in the region.” 
said Mr. Muasher. 

"The profits made by the 
live major companies in 
Jordan were less than 
expected, especially in ihe 
cement and phosphates 
companies." he noted. 

"The exports ol con- 
sumer goods to Iraq has 
decreased lor several rea- 
sons among diem is ihe 
technical restraint?, put on 
the borJers.” said Salim 
Jadoun. who heads the 
Forw arders. Clearance and 


Transportation Syndicate. 

Mr. Jadoun said dial the 
Aqaba port w ith a capacity 
of 12 million tonnes of 
cargo handling a y ear has 
registered only three to 
four million tonnes in the 
previous year "which 
gives another indication 
for the trade activities in 
this country." 

”h is no secret that many 
Jordanian businessmen 
have left the country and 
started their business in 
Egy pt. Turkey and the 
United Arab Emirates 
because of political insta- 
bility." said Mr. Jadoun. 

Leading businessman 
Fakhri Bilbeisi empha- 
sised that many industries 
suffer because most of 
them are depending on the 
Iraqi market, “which swal- 
lows a high percentage of 
our foreign trade.” 

Another reason that 
hampers Jordanian foreign 
exports are the barriers 
Israel puis on the path of 
trade between Jordan and 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, he said. 

Mr. Bilbeisi blames 
Israel for failing to honour 
its commitments with the 
Palestinian National 
Authority and Jordan 
regarding the free flow of 
goods bciw ecn the two 
Arab neighbours. 

"Israel wants to keep the 
Palestinian economy a 
hostage in its grip. They 
keep putting several obsta- 
cles to slow down the 
movement of goods 
betw een Jordan and Pales- 
tine." streesed Mr. Bil- 
beisi. 

Official figures shows 
that Israel is exporting 
more than $2 billion of 
eoods to the Palestinian 


market, an enough excuse 
to keep such a market 
under its dominion. 

“Following the peace 
treaty with Israel, we 
thought that we will be 
able to export $500 mil- 
lion w orth of goods to the 
Palestinian markei but 
unfortunately, three years 
after the treaty, our trade 
with Palestine has not 
exceeded $20 million." 
noted Mr. Bilbeisi 

Mr. Bilbeisi said the 
weak purchasing power of 
the consumers is the major 
reason for the inability of 
the traders to market their 
commodities. 

"Most of the traders are 
unable to repay their debts 
to the banks because they 
are not able to market 
what they already have 
and. despite this, they con- 
tinue holding more goods 
in their stores." added Mr. 
Bilbeisi. 

"The general trend in the 
country is that recession 
exists despite lhe govern- 
ment figures which show 
that every thing is in good 
condition. The govern- 
ment figures are not 
always correct." Mr. Bil- 
beisi emphasised. 

“The government unem- 
ployment rate is ranging 
between II to 12 per cent 
w hile a recent study by the 
Centre of Strategic Studies 
shows that the rate amount 
is ranging between 25 and 
27 per cent." he conclud- 
ed. 
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bOTsL & P26SORT 


CS^Sf ppp ^dentine's 1 
Q&aturdap, <^februarp i^fCh 

y* Qfbu cere invited for 2 . deeps / night 
/l+ of uninterrupted pampering at 

TOapbet (&amcm hotel Sd resort 

only JD 42.000 pe*. pason inclusive, ofr all taxes 
Ota Special fticfeage «cludes ; 

- ^ccoMModaitoit in a 'DoubU/IwiR Occupancy 

- A Candle- Li< Gou**et 'Dinna 

MtiR a 1/2 'Bottle ojj- ^ne pen peJtsott 
■ tyalentine Cafees E Otocotoes 0 J 

- Special-Live &rtatiaiiweKt by Soloist Muni* Vi« 

- A <fclecuiy BwafeijQst 

- A Tuafeisfc T?atR Heat ' \ 

• Special liu£& tote at JD 7.200 pet person usideicts only)- 

- Special ofrfffJL amiable, fjoe 3 days 2 Kigtts 
^Valextine weefeend, fjeb. 13 E J4dL 
JD 84.00 0 pex pc*so* indusii/e o4 taxes on (jutt bocud basis. 


At ‘'Capbet //gasman 

V Call Reservations: 553-7677: 03 - 215-0111 V 




Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
6920609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile: 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. S^L L 



STUDIO HfilG 

Professions* qvauty in 

1 hour service 
Develop youf colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

• Free enlargement 

20x30cm. 

Shmeteaitl - Opposite 
Qrindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweif tel* Tel: 823891 


CFOAn HOTS. 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 

sauna, v/L?rv 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 

ROOM Sv 

TENNIS & y 

SQUASH T r 

COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 


Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
j in Amman 


SANABEL 


Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Te 864230 - 865167 



QuaSty Seniotd Suites 

' T«rt 8tt>W — i ■ Fotlr 

Lqmjwit KtKVfUftei • A 
Lt>w .XUn • RKmreblc ft«£o 


5th Cirde 
Tel. 5692572 - Fax: 5674551 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



^ TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 - 5699634 
EXT. 42 








































Havelange slams UEFA over 


FIFA presidency election 


PARIS (AFP) — FIFA president Joao Havelange on 
Monday launched a scathing attack on UEFA and its presi- 
dent Lennart Johansson, who is bidding to succeed the 
Brazilian when his 24-year tenure ends in June. 

The 8 1 -year-old Havelange, who has stated his preference 
for FIFA secretary general Sepp Blatter to succeed him, also 
alleged that Germany were trying to take over world foot- 
ball by supporting Johansson's bid. 

“The Latin countries should start taking on Germany's 
power game. Germany are seeking to dominate world foot- 
ball through the bias of UEFA and by getting their man 
elected to the presidency of FIFA, and that should not hap- 
pen." Havelange said. 

“Every federation, big and small, has the right to vote and 
to be heard. I will be very concerned for the future of foot- 
ball if certain people take hold of the reins,” he added in an 
interview with France Football magazine. 

Havelange also said he was appalled at the way UEFA 
had behaved in sending, a letter to Blatter demanding he 
declare his candidature before the end of January, when the 
deadline is April 7. 

“It would have been better if they had got in touch with 
me directly or with the FIFA executive-committee before 
they delivered their ultimatum,” Havelange said. 

"Besides that the letter was just shabby as were all the 
attacks on Blatter in Ghent ( where the Euro 2000 qualify- 
ing draw was made). Blatter asked me if he should reply 
and 1 said no. I would deal with jl” 

Havelange. who admitted he had written a reply but had 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Fredericks to race in Australia 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Four-time Olympic silver 
medallist Frankie Fredericks was Tuesday confirmed to 
race at the two grand prix track meets in Australia later 
this month. The Namibian sprinter, who was second in 
world record time behind Donovan Bailey in the 100m 
and Michael Johnson in the 200m at Atlanta in 1996. will 
compete in the 200m races in Melbourne on February 25 
and in Sydney on February 2S. Bailey is also making the 
trip to Australia and will compete in both 100m races 
against reigning world champion Maurice Green and 
three-time Olympic finalist Dennis Mitchell. World 100m 
champion Marion Jones is scheduled to run in the 100m 
in Melbourne and 200m in Svdnev. 


Bremen appeal to be heard 


BONN (AFP.) — Werder Bremen formally protested to 
the German Football Federation (DFB ) on Mq^ay about 
the performance of the referee in their 4-1 lossBundesliga 


loss to Bayer Leverkusen on Saturday. Werder have 


NBA STANDINGS 


By The Associated Press 


’astern Conference 


Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

Gb 

Miami 

30 

17 

.638 

- 

New Jersey 

• 27 

21 

.563 

3 1-2 

New York' 

25 

21 

.543 

4 1-2 

Washington 

25 

24 

.510 

6 

Orlando 

23 

'25 

.479 

7 1-2 

Boston 

22 

25 

.468 

8 

Philadelphia 

14 

31 

.311 

15 


Central Division 


requested a rematch and the DFB is likely to hear the 
protest on Thursday and make a decision as soon as pos- 
sible, although FIFA rules make a rematch almost impos- 
sible. Bremen were angered by the sending off of goal- 
keeper Oliver Reck late in the game. Referee Lutz- 
Michael Froehlich showed him yellow and red cards and 
pointed to the dressing rooms, indicating that a foul was 
his second of the day. although Reck had not previously 
been cautioned. Froehlich later explained that he had 
made mistake and actually meant to show the Bremen 
player a red card for a professional foul outside the area 
after Reck felled a Leverkusen player in a race for a loose 
ball. The DFB has accepted a request by Froehlich to drop 
him from its list of Bundeslisra referees for this weekend 


Indiana 

33 

13 

.717 

. 

Chicago 

34 

15 

.694 

1-2 

Charlotte 

29 

18 

.617 

4 1-2 

Atlanta 

29 

20 

.592 

5 1-2 

Geveland 

27 

20 

.574 

61-2 

Milwaukee 

24 

23 

.511 

9 1-2 

Detroit 

22 

25 

.468 

11 1-2 

Toronto 

11 

36 

' .234 

22 1-2 


Western Conference 


Midwest Division 


Weah on the way back 


MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan's Liberian striker George 
Weah should soon be back in action, nearly three months 
after suffering a herniated disc. Weah played his first 
comeback practice game with the rest of the squad during 
Monday's club training session at Milanelio. He could be 
available for the substitutes' bench on February 18, when 
Fabio Capello's men take on Parma in the first leg of the 
Italian Cup semi-finals. 



W 

L 

Pet 

Gb 

San Antonio 

34 

14 

.70S 

- 

Utah t 

31 

15 

.674 

2 

Minnesota 

26 

20 

-565 

7 

Houston 

22 

24 

.478 

n 

Vancouver 

13 

36 

.265 

21 1-2 

Dallas 

9 

38 

.191 

24 1-2 

Denver 

4 

42 

.087 

29 


Pacific Division 


Leaders Porto crash at Estrela 


LISBON (.AFP) — Runaway leaders FC Porto stayed ten 
points clear of closest rivals Benfica on top of .the 
Portuguese first division Monday despite crashing to a 
shock 2-1 defeat awav to Estrela Amadora. 


Seattle 

37 

10 

.787 

- 

L.A. Lakers 

34 

11 

.756 

n 

Phoenix 

31. 

15 

.674 

5 1-2 

Portland 

26 

20 

.565 

10 1-2 

Sacramento 

20 

28 

.417 

17 1-2 

L.A. Clippers 

11 

37 

.229 

26 1-2 

Golden State 

S 

37 

.178 

28 


Beckenbauer — Africa not ready 
to stage World Cup 


BONN (AFP) — The African 
continent is not yet ready to host 
the World Cup finals. Bayern 
Munich president Franz 

Beckenbauer said Monday. 

Continuing to beat the drum for 
Germany as it tries to beat South 
Africa and England for the right 
to hold the 2006 finals, 
Beckenbauer said world govern- 


ing body FIFA has to be realistic. 

“Africa is a genuine rival,” he 
told Swiss magazine Sport, “but 
just not ready yet to host such a 
large event. * 

“It is just impossible,” 
Beckenbauer added. “There will 
be 32 countries with all their 
support staff and the press and 
the infrastructure is not in place. 


“Africa needs more time. 
Exactly how much I can’t say.” 
In previous interviews 
■ Beckanbauer has warned that if 
England and Germany persist in 
staging rival bids for the 2006 
event, a third, neutral country 
might be chosen, possibly from 
Africa. 


Wimbledon 

outplay 

Palace 


not sent it, said that although Johansson has asked for a 
face-to-face meeting with him he had not kept his appoint- 
ment. 

“We arranged to meet at the opening of the Stade de 
France, but 1 then learned that he (Johansson) had gone off 
to get a vaccination for his trip to the African Nations Cup.” 
Havelange said. 

Havelange. who said that Blatter 's election would cany 
on the ‘good work' they had done over the years, laid into 
the burly 6S-year-old Johansson. • 

“His demands on Blatter are extraordinary. He has said if 
he is to be a candidate he has to immediately resign his post 
Has Johansson?" Havelange asked. 

"Hasn't he used his position as UEFA President to gain 
support? However, more serious is that he has said if he 
doesn't become FIFA President he will try and retain the 
UEFA spot That is a joke!” he added. * 

Havelange also said that South Africa should be awarded 
the 2006 World Cup finals. There has been bitter con- 
frontation between Germany and England — two other can- 
didates — with claims that England broke a gentleman's 
agreement not to bid for the finals after Germany eased the 
way for them to host Euro ‘96. 

"As the 2002 World Cup is being hosted in Asia (co-bost- 
ed by South Korea and Japan) then it appears logical that 
Africa should have the next one,” Havelange said. . 

“South Africa has the attributes to host a World Cup. and 
it is important that the tournament is hosted by all the dif- 
ferent Confederations and not just by Europe.” he added. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
pressure increased on 
Crystal Palace boss Steve 
Coppell Monday night 
after bis side slumped to a 
3-0 English Premiership 
defeat against Wimbledon 
— the team which shares 
their Selhursi Park ground. 

Carl Leabura broke his 
Wimbledon duck by hitting 
two goals in a five-minute 
blitz in the second-balf and 
Jason Euell added a scram- 
bled third to leave Palace 
still searching for their first 
home league win of the 


Ironically Palace's only 
win in the Premiership at 
Selhurst Park came as the 
‘away’ team against 
Wimbledon. 

Despite the defeat 
Coppell was adamant he 
had no intention of quitting 
his post. 

“If Ron (Noades) thinks 
someone can do a better 
job then fine — but I won’t 
be resigning.” said 
CoppelL 

“I thought at half-time 
that we had the edge and 
that things were looking 
alright It’s always a diffi- 
cult game against 
Wimbledon but I thought 
in the first 45 minutes we 
just edged possession and 
chances although there 
were not many of those. 

“But io 10 to 15 minutes 
of the second-half every- 
thing was forgotten. It was 
rank bad defending. Three 
crosses came in — three 
goal*. 

“You can’t really legis- 
late for defencive mistakes 
like that” : . ■ - 

. Coppell admitted that he 
was still desperaiely short 
of firepower. 

“They had two centre- 
forwards on the bench and 
we were scraping around to 
get two centre-forwards on 
the pitch.” he said. 

“At the moment it’s my 
only excuse or explanation. 
■Marcus Bent has come in 
from Brentford and we are 
asking him to do a massive 
job up front Without your 
strikers your are fairly 
impotent.” 

Wimbledon manager Joe 
Kinnear was delighted with 
the three points that takes 
his side clear of immediate 
danger and puts them with- 
in reach of ninth place if 
they win their game in 
band. 

Kinnear was particularly 
pleased with the perfor- 
mance of man of the match 
Michael Hughes and the 
contribution of goalscorer 
Carl Leabura. 

“Michael Hughes has 
been one of the pluses of 
the season and he gives us 
a different dimension.” he 
said. 

“I can play him almost 
anywhere and he has adapt- 
ed to anything we have 
asked of him. 

Referring to the 
Wimbledon win, he said: 
“Psychologically it's a real 
lift for us and a real down- 
er for them. It's put us six 
points ahead of them and 
we have one all-important 
game in hand. 

“We have done our goal 
difference the world of 
good and that’s as good as 
a point later in the season.” 
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Moroccon striker Babja Ahmed ( 13) Is blocked by Zambian Chongo Harrison (8 ) and' 
chased by Zambian Mwape Sichone Moses (21 ) in their African Nations Cop match 
in Bobo-Dioulasso stadium February 7. Morocco won against Zambia 1-0 in the- 
Group D (Reuters photo) . -W 


Ivory Coast coach tips South , 
Africa against his own team 


BOBO-DIOULASSO. Burkina Faso (AFP) 
— ’Ivory Coast coach Robert Nouzaret had 
no doubts South Africa were the favourites 
in their African Nations Cup group C dash 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

“It’s simple.” said the Frenchman who has 
turned the team’s fortunes round to guide 
them through the qualifying campaign. 

“They are the holders so they are the 
favourites.” he added. 

Nouzaret did not mince his words when it 
came to his team’s chances. 

“I don't like making predictions, but 
South Africa on paper should win.”. 
Nouzaret said. 

Despite their rousing 4-3 win over 
Namibia on Sunday. Nouzaret did not get 
carried away. 

“Namibia flattered us a little and made 
defensive errors — I don't think it will be 
like that against South Africa.” he said. 

Admittedly South Africa did look very 
tidy at the back in their opening 0-0 dfaw 
against Angola although they failed to 
sparkle up front in a lethargic encounter. 

Mark Fish looked comfortable and safe in 


the middle of Bafana Bafana’s defence, 
although he will have to take care from now 
on as he received a yellow card in just the 
seventh minute. 

Striker Benni McCarthy also poked up a 
yellow card and midfielder Johiri Moeti. 
. sent off in the 87th' minute against Angola 
will have to sit out the match forcing coach 
Jono Somo to reshape his team. 

Orlando Pirates' 24-year-old Dumisa 
Ngobe could take Moeti's place, and there 
are also injury doubts over McCarthy who 
has hurt his ankle, John Moshoeu who has a 
back complaint and striker Phil Masinga 


Ijfidarinu 


oacK compjaim ana siriKer rnn iviasinga i 
could be ruled out with a hamstring prob- J 


Meanwhile Ivory Coast's Bonaventure 
Kalou and Aliou Sibyhave also picked up 
one yellow card each in the 4-3 win over 
Namibia — both for dangerous play. Joel 
Tiehi, who has eight goals for Toulouse this 
season and scored twice against Namibia, is 
likely to start up front with Montpellier’s 
Ibrahim Bakayoko who also scored against 
Namibia. 


Impressive Ghana overcome Tunisia 



OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) — Defender 
Mohamed Gargo scored in the final minute 
with a defleced shot to seal a 2-0 victory for 
Ghana over Tunisia in a high-profile 
African Nations Cup Group B match here 
Monday. 

Alex Nyarko gave the four-time champi- 
ons a 12th-minute lead at the August 4 
Stadium by heading a Charles Akunnor free 
kick past goalkeeper Ali Boumnijel at the 
far post. 

The Black Stars always looked probable 
victors with veteran Abedi ‘Pele’ Ayew 
overshadowing Zoubeir Beya in midfield 
and the Dutch-coached team should have 
won more comfortably. 

Italian-based Gareo wasted an excellent 
opportunity five minutes into the second 
half when he struck a penalty kick tamely 
and Boumnijel dived to hold the ball at the 
second attempt. 


Zambia tie Morocco 


Substitute Tenant Chilumba scored four 
minutes before the final whistle to earn 
Zambia a 1-1 draw with Morocco in the 
opening African Nations Cup Group D 
match Mondav. 


. Veteran midfielder Kalusba Bwalya, back 
in the national team after an eight-month 
absence, set up the equaliser with a pass 
which Chilumba fired over goalkeeper 
Abdelkader al-Brazi into the comer. 

The goal completed a brave second-half 
comeback by the country widely regarded 
as the best never to have won the biennial 
showpiece of African football-. 

Morocco dominated the opening half with 
ponytailed midfielder Mustapba Al-Hadji 
impressive and they came close several 
times before Ahmed Bahja scored a supeib 
goal after 36 minutes. 

A diagonal pass from Al-Hadji found the 
Saudi-based striker unmarked and as the 
Zambian defenders backed off he struck a 
right-foot shot over Davies Phiri into the 
net. 

Abdeljalil Hadda had a volley superbly 
parried and struck the upright and Phiri 
bravely blocked a Youssef Chippo shhot as 
Morocco showed why they are ranked No 1 
in Africa. 

They also displayed a less savoury side 
near half-time when Youssef Rossi was 
lucky to escape the attention of the Sandi 
Arabian referee after stamping on the foot 
of fallen Allan Kamwanga. 
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Democratic Republic of Congo Adoicia (R) fights for the ball with Togolese Kosri 
Noutsoudje during their Africa Cap of Nations match in Ouagadougou February 9. 
The Congo beat Togo 2-1 (Reuters photo) 
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TEL- 070 33430 


CONCORD 


Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


PBVOCCfflO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


THE 

PEACEMAKER 


Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Hamson Ford .... in 

AIR FORCE ONE 


Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 3:30, 


Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALADLAALWALI 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 


GALLERIA 1 


Hicham Vfrmag 

TEL: 625155 


ABDOUN 


I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


ABDOUN 
BRAD PITT. ..in 


SEVEN YEARS IN 
TIBET 


MORNING SHOWS 

101 DALMATIANS 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:45 


NOW ON DAILY 

the government 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham tones . 
and Amal Dabhas 

For reservations call: 640 155, 625155 _ i 
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Chinese pairs skaters Shell Xuu is thrown in the air bv partner Zhau liongho as they 
>kale during their lung programme during the pairs figure skating competition at the 
Winter Olympics (Reuters photo I 



& 


Kazuyoshi Funuki of Japan soars dow n the hill during the third day of training for 
the K90 ski jump event February 10. The K9G jumping competition is scheduled to 
fake place February' H (Reuters photo ) 

Flu warning at Winter Olympics 


NAGANO (AFP) — The international 
Olympic Committee <100 has warned 
cninpetiiiirs in «he Nagano Winter Games 
against a llu hitting this Japanese Alps 
region. 

IOC medical director Patrick 
Schama sch had given advice to be cau- 
tious. IOC media director Michele 
V'erdier said. 

“We should not sleep in too hot condi- 
tions. Turn off your heaters. That was his 
recommendation." Verdier said. 

IOC medical commission president 
Prince Alexandre de Merode. battling a 
cold, was absent from the daily meeting. 

Some h7.0U(J people — including a 
record 2.450 athletes from 72 countries, 
officials and media workers — are taking 


pan in the Games. 

The IOC medical director did not say if 
any member of the Olympic had been 
affected by the llu which has struck 1,325 
children and adults in the province of 
Nagano. 

The flu is unrelated to the killer bird Hu 
hitting southern China, Mikuko 
Minamura of the Nagano municipal 
health office 
said. It caus- 
es high 
fever, pain 
in the joints 
and stomach 
ache. 


Shimizu meets expectations 
of nation, gets 1st Japanese gold 


NAGANO (Agencies) — it 
was Japan’s day at flic 
Nagano Olympics on 
Tuesday when Hiroyusu 
Shimi/u skated to the hosi 
country's first individual 
gold medal for 26 years. 

The 23-year-old Shimi/u. 
who lives in Nagano, also 
claimed Japan’s first speed 
skating title while Jeremy 
Woihcrspoon of Canada, 
seventh ill Monday’s first 
run when he almost tell, 
improved to win the silver 
ahead of team-mate Kevin 
Overland. 

Japan’s last individual 
Olympic gold medal was 
won by Yu kin Kas.iya in the 
ski jumping at the 1072 
Sapporo Games although 
Japan did win an Olympic 
learn title in the l‘W4 
IJHcharnmcr Games in the 
Nordic Combined event of 
ski jumping and cross -coun- 
try skiing. 

■Shnni/u won the race with 
an Olympic iccord run 
round the M-Wave arena, 
where a capacity crowd of 
lO.lMX). including Crown 
Prince Naruliito and 
Princess Masaku, cheered 
him on. 

Waving two rising-sun 
flags, Shimizu earned the 
nation’s fourth winter gold 
in history and broke the ice 
for other Japanese competi- 
tors who are expected to 
harvest a record number of 
medals for the host nation. 

"Yes. there was tremen- 
dous pressure,” Shimizu 
conceded. “About a week 
ago. I started to feel an 
uneasiness. I started to 
worry: ‘what if I do not 
achieve what everyone 
expects?" 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashiinoto called Shimi/u 
after the medal ceremony. 
"When I told him it was 
more than I deserved to get 
a call from the prime minis- 
ter, he said, ‘gold medals 
have that kind of right.*” 
Shimizu said. 

Newspapers immediately 
primed extra editions and 
television networks, played 
and replayed his victorious 
sprint. 

"The first great perfor- 
mance in Japanese skating 
history." said the Shinano 
Muinichi Shimbum under 
the banner headline 
"Shimizu gold." 

Otherw ise, on another da> 
which saw a glamour Alpine 






ol 


Prince Albert of Monaco tl.j awards tlie gold medal to 
Karine Rubv of France at the medal ceremony in 
Nagano February III. Rubv received the gold for her 
win in (lie women's snowboarding giant slalom compe- 
tition i Reuters photo) 


skiing event called oil 
because of snow, ihc spot- 
light fell on Larissa 
La/mina. a 32- year-old 
Russian mother competing 
in her third Olympics, and 
20-year-old Karine Ruby 
making her Olympic debut. 

La/utina. who almost quit 
Nordic skiing last year, 
became the first competitor 
at these Games to win two 
medals while Ruby won a 
brand- new Olympic event. 

Rubv. who won the first of 
her three world titles ;ls a 
1 7-year-t 'Id. claimed 

France's first gold medal 
since the I9 l >2 Winter 
Games in Albertville, when 
she emphatically won the 
women's giant slalom 
snow hoarding. 

Ln/uiina. runner-up in in 
.Sunday's 15km classical 
race, blasted through (he 
Nordic ski women's 5km 
cross country. The triple 
world champion in l l »95 
finished almost five seconds 
faster than Katerina 
Neumannovu <*t the Czech 
Republic, who competed in 
the mountain biking at the 
1996 Atlanta Summer 
Games. 


Bentc Man insen of 

Norw av finished 1 ! see back 
to take the bronze medal. 


Germany's Heidi Renoth 
took the snowboarding sti- 
ver 1.S3 seconds behind 
Ruby after France’s Isabelle 
Blanc, heading for second 
spot, agonisingly missed the 
last gate and slid over the 
finishing line. 

The snow-hit alpine pro- 
gramme finally got under 
way only to run into a flurry 
of protests about the condi- 
tions. 

Austria’s Hermann Maier. 
who has exploded onto the 
ski scene this season, was 
left fuming after the com- 
bined slalom when he just 
managed to squeeze into the 
top ten and struggling to 
make the medals. 

"The course was scan- 
dalous. The course setting 
had too many turns and was 
too tricky.” stormed the for- 
mer bricklayer alter finish- 
ing four seconds behind 
winner Mario Reiter of 
Austria. 

Oksana Kazakova and 
Artur Dmitriev of Russia 
won the Olympic figure 
skating pairs competition. 

Favourites Elana 

Berezhnaya and Anton 
Sikharulidze of Russia, 
third alter the short pro- 
gramme took the silver. 
World champions Mandy 
Woetzel and Ingo Steuer of 
Germany, second after the 


short programme could only 
manage the bronze. 

The victory’ meant that the 
30-year-old Dmitriev 

became the First male skater 
to win Olympic pairs titles 
with two different partners. 

Dmitriev won the 1992 
Albertville Games as well 
as two w’Orld titles with 
Natalia Mishkutienok. 

Irina Rodnina (1972 and 
1976j is the only woman to 
win the pairs title with dif- 
ferent parmens. 

Kasakova and Dmitriev 
had started Tuesday’s free 
skating finale in first place 
from Sunday's short pro- 
gramme and produced a 
near faultless performance 
to take the title 

The American pair of 
Kyoko Ina. who was bom in 
Tokyo, and Jason Dunujen 
begun the night in fourth 
spot but put on a lack lustre 
showing that dashed any 
medal hopes. 

It was a bitter blow for 
Woetzel and Steuer. 

Steuer needed painkilling 
injections in his shoulder to 
get through the short pro- 
gramme after breaking 
down in final practice but he 
said he had never consid- 
ered pulling out of the 
Olympics because of the 
injury, retrieved recently 
when he was hit by a car. 



lairissa Lazutina of Russia celebrates her gold medal win in the XVm Winter 
Olympics. Lazutina won her medal in the women's five- km classic-style cross coun- 
try skiing race (Reuters photo) 


JORDAN TIMES E-MAIL: 

j otimes @ go.com.jo 


Nagano Schedule for Wednesday, 
Feb. 11( all times GMT) 

■ Curling t Karuizawa); Women’s 4th preli^najy axind 

BUUfljQOti; Men's 4th preliminary round I4UU/U3UU. 
Yemen's 5th preliminary round 1900/ 1000 ... 1 

• Alpine skiing: (Shiga Kogen Yanumouchi): Men s com-; 

•ined slalom 1 

0930/0030 ;tnd ! 300/0+00 . . j nn . n „ vvin | 

• Ski jumping (Happo Hakubu): Individual K90 09.^30 ■ 

• Freestyle skiinu: tlizuna Kogen): Moguls finals I_(XV03OU, 

• lee hockev-wornen (Aqua Wins Nagano): Sweden v 
Canada 1200/0300. Japan v Chine 1600/0700, USA v Finland, 

000/1100 , , «ininn ' 

• Biathlon t Nuzawa Onsen ): Men’s 20^11-^0400 , 

■ Luge t lizuna Kogen ): Women s solo 1400/0500 

• Speed skating (M-Wave Nagano): Womens 3000m, 


! FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

IN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining room and Lsfiaped 
sitting room, deluxe furniture, fully equipped kitchen, 
separate central heating, telephone is available. 
Suitable for diplomats. 

PLEASE CONTACT Tel. ; 492494* 


CAR FOR SALE 

IDES 260E, 1992 model, silver grey cotour, 
condifion U sed by experienced diploma.. Duty 
Negotiable price: JD8.500. 

Please call Tel.: 6666349 between 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. or 
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 Q-m. 







I KNOW WHAT YOU DID 

SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET LAST SUMMER 




0 / 6:30 / 8:30 / 10:45 


© 

lOI DALMATIAN S 


3:30/6:36/8:30/ 10:30 





*fL 

Kan Zacoan 

Tourist Village 

VGappy Q&alentine's 'dbay ^reatl 
Q&aturdap February uffOh 

dine differently on Valentine's day .... 

and watee. it a Kan Zgmok Special ’ 

Oandfce-Lit *DiwieJL 
2?east ft until Red Gases 
and a special gowiMet m&ru ofr-*. 

Ouom. i% M us Looms Soup 
Sashed. SoLmox 

Sscallopiut o|j tyeal, Mcwosalia 

& 

Complete. youi diuux mcxu iritK 
^Valentine CafeeS £ ClocoioteS 
and. a toast ofr ClaMpagu. - 

lafet Roha tRe, glass - it's specialty yowsl 
Lite euteriaiiutfAt by Soloist onganized by fro* Music. 

All for JD 32.000 inclusive of taxes per couple. 




A>t QKan <&aman 

¥ By Reservations only, limited seatings. Please call: 412 - 8391/2/3; 553-7677 y 
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Police capture possible Picasso 


originals smuggled into Kingdom 


By Rana Hussdni 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Police have 
seized a collection of stolen 
paintings suspected of being 
the work of Sp anis h artist 
Picasso that were smuggled 
into Jordan for sale from a 
neighbouring country, a senior 
police official said on Tuesday. 

The official said the paint- 
ings, believed to have been 
stolen from a Kuwaiti palara* 
during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis, 
were referred to professional 
art expats to determine 
whether they were original 
works. If proven authentic, 
they could be worth over $40 
million 

“A big possibility remains 


that lhe paintings are lake 
because we have encountered 
similar cases in the past where 
people were trying to sell fake 
dollars, paintings, books, 
etc...” he told the Jordan 
Tiroes. 

He did not say how many 
paintings were seized, but said 
they were confiscated along 
with two statues made of gold 
each weighing over 10 ldlo- 
grammes. 

The art objects were found in 
the possession of four 
Jordanians who were nabbed 
after the police were tipped off 
that they were looking for buy- 
ers to seQ the Picasso paintings, 
he said 

"Police seoi undercover 
agents who posed as buy as 


and arrested the men," added 
the official who requested 
anonymity. 

The four have told interroga- 
tors that the paintings and stat- 
ues were given to them by four 
Arab nationals to help them 
find buyers — especially 
tourists and Israeli art collec- 
tors. 

‘The paintings were report- 
edly stolen from one of the 
Kuwaiti palaces during the ' 
1991 Gulf war by the four Arab 
nationals, who managed to 
smuggle them to Jordan,” he 
said 

Iraq occupied Kuwait for 
seven months after its troops 
invaded the emirate in August 
1990. Many valuable objects 
that were stolen from private 


collections in Kuwaiti homes 
and palaces have found their 
way out to Western market, 
mostly by Iraqi smugglers. 

The official urged the public 
to be careful “and not to buy 
any artwork or ancient goods 
or money from individuals.'’ 
He also revealed that police 
recently apprehended two men 
who were trying to sell fake 
bills of U.S. dollars worth 
$92,000 in the local market 
Pablo Ruiz Picasso, bom in 
1SS1. is famed for his complex 
and unpredictable work. He 
produced over 20,000 woks of 
ait — paintings, drawings, 
engravings, collages, sculp- 
tures and pottery — before 
dying in 1973. 


Palestinian police clamp 
down on pro-Iraq protests 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA > said Tuesday that it was 
damping down on street 
demonstrations in the occupied 
territories after pro-Iraq rallies 
turned into violent, flag-burn- 
ing protests against Israel and 
the United States'. 

“We issued an order yester- 
day banning all demonstra- 
tions that lead to violence and 
disturbances,” said Ghazi 
Jaball chief of the Palestinian 
police forces. 

‘‘Anybody who wants to 
organise a demonstration has 
to have a permit, which will be 
issued on condition that there 


will not be any flag burning 
and thar protesters will stay 
away from Israeli roadblocks 
and not damage public proper- 
ty,” he told ARP. 

The move came a day after 
hundreds of Palestinians across 
the West Bank held pro-Iraq 
rallies at which demonstrators 
chanted ‘Death to America” 
and called on Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to fire mis- 
siles and chemical warheads 
on Israel 

The demonstrators burned 
makeshift Israeli and U.S. fla g s 
and clashed briefly with Israeli 
soldiers outside the city of 
Ramallah. 


On Saturday more serious 
clashes between protesters and 
Israeli troop broke out in 
Bethlehem following a pro- 
Iraq rally. Israeli soldiers 
wounded a dozen Palestinians 
with rubber-coaled bullets in 
the melee. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamm Netanyahu was 
quick to portray the protests as 
another example of 
Palestinians' c ontinuing hostil- 
ity to Israel. 

“The Palestinians have to 
decide whether they want to 
live in peace with Israel or sup- 
port Saddam.” he said. 


Turkey wants answers from 
U.K. on statement by Cook 


ANKARA (AFP) — An irri- 
tated Turkey wants ' some 
answers from the British gov- 
ernment over remarks made by 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
about a possible division of 
Iraq, diplomatic sources here 
said 

The British Ambassador 
David Logan was summoned 
to the Turkish foreign ministry 
Monday night, the sources 
said 

On his return from a visit to 
Saudi Arabia last week, Mr. 
Cook was quoted as saying 
that one possible consequence 
of a military strike against Iraq 
would be a break-up of that 


country. 

“If there is a vacuum — in a 
way that we frankly might wel- 
come — there could be conse- 
quences for the break-up of 
Iraq.” the Daily Telegraph 
quoted Mr. Code as saying. 

According to the newspaper, 
Mr Cook later amended some 
of his remarks, saying that 
Britain warned Iraq's current 
borders to remain intact, but 
adding that ‘‘no one can predict 
the consequences” of a possi- 
ble military action. 

Turkey is very sensitive to 
statements like Ml Cook's, 
because it is categorically 
against the forming of a 


Kurdish state in neighbouring 
Iraq. 

The Turkish army has been 
fighting a bitter war against 
Kurdish rebels in the south- 
east of the country for almost 
14 years. 

Last -weekend, vice-premier 
Bulent Ecevit, known for his 
nationalistic and anti-Western 
stance, accused Washington of 
wanting to divide Iraq and to 
create a Kurdish state. 

The U.S. Ambassador Mark 
Parris on Monday rejected Mr. 
Ecevit 's remarks, saying that 
“the U.S. have supported Iraq’s 
territorial integrity and that 
support remains.” 


U.S. envoy briefs Ttirkey on Iraq 


ANKARA (R) — A U.S. 
envoy on Tuesday met a senior 
Turkish government figure in 
an apparent attempt to soothe 
Turkey's complaints that the 
United States was not consult- 
ing it enough over the Iraqi 
standoff. 

“Ambassador Mark Parris 
spoke with [Husamettin] 
Cindoruk for about an hour.” a 
spokesman for Ml Cindoruk 's 
office told Reuters. Mr. 
Cindoruk beads the smallest of 
three parties in Prime Minister 
Mesut Yflmaz’s conservative- 
led coalition. 

Turkish journalists said the 
meeting dealt with U.S. policy 
on the row with Iraq over 
access for UN. arms inspec- 
tion teams to sites suspected of 
containing weapons of mass 
destruction. 


Mr. Yilmaz said on Monday 
dialogue with NATO partner 
the United States over the dis- 
pute with Iraq bad been inade- 
quate. 

“We expected our ally the 
United States to establish a 
more sincere and productive 
dialogue with us,” he said. “So 
for this has not been done to a 
sufficient degree.” 

A senior U.S. official said 
talks with Turkey on the sub- 
ject of Iraq had been going on 
at a high-level for two weeks. 

“We have talked to the 
Turkish government and lis- 
tened to the Turkish govern- 
ment... It represents a very 
thorough degree of consulta- 
tions,” be said in a statement 
faxed to Reuters on Tuesday. 

A U.S. embassy official said 
Ambassador Parris was also 


expected to meet a senior 
Turkish generaL He did not say 
what the meeting would deal 
with. 

Turkish media said the coali- 
tion was at odds on whether to 
support U.S. strikes against 
Iraq. Ml Yilmaz is said to lean 
more towards supporting any 
UJS. attack on Iraq while leftist 
government ally Bulent Ecevit 
is worried about the impact 
raids might have on Turkey. 

Analysts said Ml Yflmaz’s 
comments were aimed at pla- 
cating Ml Ecevit. a former 
prime minister. 

“The prime minister, point- 
ing out that a sincere dialogue 
had not been established with 
the U.S. on Iraq, said be was 
expressing Ecevit’s worries on 
this issue.” Miiliyet daily said. 


Egyptian health minister criticises 
Islamists over female circumcision 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Health Minis ter Is mail SaUam 
attacked Muslim fundamental- 
ists here for criticising the coun- 
try’s ban on female circumci- 
sion. 

D uring a se minar at the Cairn 
Bock Fair Monday night in 
which he laid out his health pro- 
gramme, the minister was regu- 
larly interrupted by Islamists 
who chanted “You are violating 
Islamic law,” “You are attacking 
Islam-” 

An angry Sallam retorted: 
“Growing a beard doesn’t give 
you the right to issue religious 
decrees. It’s the mufti's preroga- 
tive and he. said that female dr- 
curncision is not a religious 
duty.” 

Male Islamists sport beards 


while die women cover then- 
hair 

Mr. Sallam said: “We must 
protect poor and peasant giris 
because we know that the 
wealthy, officials, and senior 
clerics don’t drcumcise their 
own?’ he added. 

“1 asked one cleric who told 
me be hasn't had any of his five 
daughters circumcised. We 
know that the State Council's 
decision won't immediately stop 
female circumcision, but it is a 
step in the right direction toward 
protecting women,” be added 

The Stare Council the coun- 
try's highest administrative 
court, ruled female circumcision 
illegal Dec. 28 after throwing out 
a lower court ruling last summer 
which overturned the health 


ministry’s ban on the practice. 

The Stale Council said: 
‘‘Circumcision of girls is not an 
individual right under Islamic 
law because there is nothing in 
the Koran which authorises it 
and nothing in the Sunna,” tradi- 
tional accounts of how the 
Prophet Mohammad lived his 
life. 

The court ruled that “hence- 
forth, it is illegal for anyone to 
cany out circumcision opera- 
tions. even if the girl or ber par- 
ents agree to it" 

In the age-old operation, all or 
part of the clitoris and some- 
times the labia are removed 
with the aim of removing a 
woman's sexual desire. 

Offenders may be sentenced 
to up to three years in prison. 


U.N. 
approval 
pending as 
Russia cuts 
passenger list 
on Iraq plane 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— UN. approval for an Iraq- 
bound flight by a Russian 
plane was still awaited 
Tuesday after Russia agreed 
to remove: all but 30 passen- 
gers from the aircraft, UN. 
spokesman Fred Eckhard said 
Tuesday. 

Ml Eckhard said that the 
issue of the Iraq-bound plane, 
which has been stranded in the 
Armenian capital since 
Sunday awaiting UN. 
approval was “still pending in 
the Sanctions Committee.” 

However, he noted that 
Russia had submitted a list of 
passengers, which now had 30 
names instead of the original 
221 Mr. Eckhard said the pas- 
senger included _ seven 
deputies, IS journalists and 
eight accompanying person- 
nel. 

A Russian diplomat told 
AIT drat ultra-nationalist 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
was still on the passenger list 


11 killed, 19 
captured in 


Chad hostage 


release 


NDJAMENA (AFP) — 
Security forces killed 1 1 peo- 
ple and captured 19 when they 
carried out an operation to free 
four French nationals taken 
hostage in southern Chad, 
Defence Minister Oumar 
Kadjalami disclosed Tuesday. 

The four hostages, taken by 
an anti-government group 
calling itself the Union of 
Democratic Forces (FDU), 
were Seed on Sunday after 
intervention by security forces 
and calls from Paris for maxi- 
mum discretion in the opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Kadjalami s statement 
was a first official account of 
casualties in the operation to 
free the four, who an authori- 
tative source here earlier said 
would return to France on 
Tuesday night. The minister 
said that an aide to UDF 
leader Mahmout Nahor, and 
several other accomplices 
were arrested during the 
sweep by security forces after 
the kidnapping last Tuesday 
by five armed men. 

Chadian Communications 
Minister Haroun Kabadi for 
his part presented gups and 
medical equipment to the 
press, including syringes and 
sleeping drugs, which he said 
had been used by the kidnap- 
pers. 

At the time, a Chadian park 
warden was reported to have 
been put to sleep and could 
only raise the alarm when he 
came around. He also dis- 
played their identity cards and 
a political tract from an 
unrecognised party, ’ the 
People's Democratic front 
Marc Lutz. 26, who had 
been carrying out his French 
military service as a seconded 
game reserve worker, plus his 
brother and two friends, were 
freed by security forces on 
Sunday after being held for 
five days in a cave tty the 
group in the southern Sahr ’ 
region. 
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DEVASTATION IN AFGHANISTAN: Women in the village of Ghanj in northern 
Afghanistan walk through the debris of their houses on Tuesday. An international aid 
official said on Tuesday last week's earthquake had claimed about 4,200 lives and bad 
weather was hindering delivery of humanitarian aid to survivors (Reuters photo) 


Euro MP remarks spark row 
during mission to Algeria 


ALGERIA (AFP) — A 
European parliamentary dele- 
gation in Algeria found itself 

r unning a damag e limitation 

exercise Tuesday, after 
Algerian newspapers slammed 
one of its members for raging a 
dialogue with the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). 

According to the reports, 
Daniel Cohn-Bendit of 
Germany’s Greens Party, had 
insisted on a meeting with FIS 
deputy leader All Belhadj. and 
threatened to quit Algeria earli- 
er than scheduled if he was 
barred from t alkin g to people of 
his choice. 

The newspapers accused Mr. 
Cohn-Benedrt — remembered 
as one of tiie top student leaders 
during the May 1968 riots in 
Paris — of “jtiay-acting” and 
labelled remarks he made 
about a tradition of violence in 
Algeria as “racist” 

-The row forced- the- head of- 


tfae delegation. Frenchman 
Andre Soulier of the conserva- 
tive European Popular Party, to 
distance the mission from Mr. 
Cohn-Bendit 

“This delegation was not 
informed of this proposal and 
does not endorse it" Ml 
S oulier said, adding that he and 
the group's deputy leader, 
Hannes Swoboda of Austria, 
were its only official spokes- 
men. 

The nine-member mission 
has been bolding a series of 
sensitive talks with a cross-sec- 
tion of Algerian politicians, 
aimed at easing the sense of 
mutual suspicion inherent in 
current EU- Algerian ties. 

‘It is too early to speak of any 
results, we are still talking,” Ml 
S oulier said late Monday. 

The Euro MPs are having to 
tread a fine line between voic- 
ing concerns over the current 
levd-of- violence- in Algeria,- 


while respecting tire Algerian 
government's stiff opposition 
to any move thar smacks of 
imerference in its internal 
affair s. 

In an apparent attempt to pla- 
cate Algerian public opinion. 
Ml Cohn-Bendit proposed on 
Monday that Strastourg set up 
a special c ommis sion to inves- 
tigate Algerian charges that 
some European countries shel- 
ter and support Islamists. 

At the same time, another 
member* of the delegation, 
Michel Scaibonchl suggested 
the possible lifting of the 1992 
EU embargo on die supply of 
anti-terrorist materials to 
Algiers. 

In exchange. Europe would 
look for guarantees of greater 
transparency by the Algerian 
government over such contro- 
versial issues as human rights 
and die recent upsurge in dvil- 
—ian massacresr 


Georgians suspect Russian hand in 
Shevardnadze assassination bid 


TBILISI (AFP) — Georgia 
pointed the finger of suspicion 
at Russia Tuesday alter a failed 
attempt on the life of Georgian 
President Eduard 

Shevardnadze, which officials 
said may have been linked to 
fierce rivalry over oil exports. 

Georgian security forces 
launched a massive manhunt 
for the 10-15 men who opened 
fire on Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
motorcade in the capital Tbilisi 
late Monday with grenades 
and machine-guns, in what 
officials said was a highly pro- 
fessional attack. 

In an interview with Russian 
NTV Television. Mr. 
Shevardnadze accused Russia 
of protecting Georgians want- 
ed for a previous attempt on his 
life in August 1995, including 
former security service chief, 
Tgor Georgadze. 

“The main question is: why 
is Russia still sheltering terror- 
ists? Not just Georgadze, but - 
three or four others who took 
part in that assassination 
attempt? I don't understand 
why” Ml Shevardnadze said. 

The 70-year-old Georgian 
leader; who was foreign minis- 
ter under fixmer Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
did not accuse Russia directly 
for Monday's attack, but said 
there were indications that it 
was organised by a powerful 
“third force” based outside 
Georgia. 

“I know the capabilities of 
our structures. Even if they try 
to betray us they are incapable 


of such skilled organisation.” 
Ml Shevardnadze said. 

Earlier, be said the discovery 
of a foreign passport on the 
body of one of the assailants 
killed in the ambush spoke 
“volumes.” Officials said the 
passport belonged to a 
Chechen living in Dagestan. 

Besides the gunman, two 
presidential bodyguards were 
killed in the attack] 

Mr. Shevardnadze did not 
rule out that it may have been 
linked to the fierce competition 
between Georgia and Russia 
over exports of oil from the 
Caspian Sea. 

. “Powerful forces have an 
interest in another -solution to 
this question,” be said, in a ref- 
erence to the construction of a 
pipeline across Georgia which 
will compete directly with a 
Russian pipeline to die north 

Georgia's foreign ministry 
said the number of assailants 
involved “left no doubt that it 
was an act of international ter- 


rorism. 

As Ml Shevardnadze and 
deputies met in emergency ses- 
sion, police and interior min- 
istry troops threw up check- 
points around Tbilisi stopping 
all vehicles entering the city, 
and stepped up border controls. 

Troops were also posted out- 
side government and adminis- 
trative buildings. 

Georgian Security Minister 
Djemal Gakhokidze, quoted 
by Interfax, said preliminary 
evidence proved that the attack 
“was organised by forces out- 


side Georgia’’ although some 
Georgians also participated in 
iL 

He said no suspects had been 
detained, but the assailants' 
“escape routes and means of 
transportation are already 
known.” 

Meanwhile, Russian Federal 
Security Service (FSB) chief, 
Nikolai Kovalev, offered Mr. 
Gakhokidze help in the investi- 
gation. Interfax repented. 

Deputies demanded chat 
interior ministry troops block- 
ade Russian military bases in 
Georgia, suggesting the attack- 
ers had been sent from Russia 
and used a base at Vaziatu, 30 
kilometres from Tbilisi 

Some 18.000 Russian sol- 
diers are stationed in Georgia 
at five military bases, including 
a peacekeeping force policing 
a ceasefire between Georgian 
troops and separatists in the 
northern secessionist region erf 
Abkhazia on the Black Sea. 

However. Ml Shevardnadze 
told NTV he would not order 
any blockade of the Russian 
bases. “As long as I remain 
president I will not take such a 
decision.” he said. Georgian 
security forces would enter the 
bases “if the investigation leads 
in that direction,'' be added. 

Chechen Foreign Minister 
Movladi Udugov blamed the 
attack on “tire long aim of 
Moscow,” telling AFP in 
Grozny: “There's not a terrorist 
in the world who would lake 
his identity papers with him on 
the way to an attack.” 


Clinton allies linked to Chinese intelligence 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Indonesian billionaire Mochrar 
Riady, his son James, and four 
other financial supporters of 
President Bill Clinton have been 
lied to Chinese intelligence. The 
Washington Post said Tuesday. 

Quoting a draft report on the 
RegublicarKX® trolled Senate's 
hearings last year on alleged 
campaign abuses, foe daily said 
Vice President A1 Gore “was 
well aware” that a 1996 event at 
a Los Angeles Buddhist temple 
he attended “was designed to 
raise money for his [Ekrmoaatic] 
party.” 

The event was also linked to 
long-time Democratic fund-rais- 


er Maria Haa, one of foe six peo- 
ple die report accuses of hewing 
ties with Chinese intelligence. 
Ms. Hsia. in foe 1300-page 
report, is described as “an agent 
of the Chinese government” 

The Post’s double, front-page 
scoop is likely to compound Mr. 
Clintons legal headaches — 
adding to foe simmering sex- 
and-lies allegations against him 
— and may harm Ml Gore's 
pieadential tun in 2000. 

On the other hand, the report 
could also give more credence to 
First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s charges two weeks ago 
that a right-wing conspiracy was 
trying to demolish her husband 


politically. 

The report begins by asserting 
foal in the 19%preskfcntialcarD- 
paign, Mr. Clinton, Ml Gore and 
their top aides conducted a well- 
coorduiated and highly success- 
ful effort “to violate foe letter and 
spirit of existing federal cam- 
paign law?” banning donations 
from foreign individuals and 
businesses. 

The repot was drawn up by 
the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee which from July to 
October of last year conducted 
hearings into alleged campaign 
fund-raising abuses by the 
Democrats and influence-buying 
by foe Chinese government. 


Pope, Clinton and 
Michael Jackson vie 
for Nobel Peace Prize 


OSLO (AFP) — Pope John 
Paul II and Bill Clinton have 
been nominated for the 1998 
Nobel Peace Prize — along 
with Michael Jackson, foe 
Norwegian NTB news 
agency reported Tuesday. It 
said 130 nominations hare 
been received so far by the 
Nobel organising committee. 
That already beats last year's 
record of 129. The list of 
nominations is not nwtrif. 
public, but several are 
already known. Three 
Norwegian deputies have 
said they have put forward 
Clinton's name. NTB said 
the Pope, Jimmy Carter, 
Chinese dissident Wei 
Jingsheng and Richard 
Holbrooke regularly appear 
on the list NTB said Michael 
Jackson had also been nomi- 
nated, but did not say by 
whom. 


‘Titanic’ hauls in 
record number of 
Oscar nominations 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
■Titanic,” the costliest movie 
ever; hauled in a massive 14 
Oscar nominations, the most 
for any film since 1951. It 
was nominated by foe 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences in the 
major categories of best pic- 
ture. best director (James 
Cameron), best actress (Kate 
Winslet) and best supporting 
actress (Gloria Stuart). The 
last time a movie took as 


many nominations was in 
1951 with “All About Eve." 


Jack Nicholson 
nominated for 


best actor — again 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Jack Nicholson has some- 
thing to boast about again. 
With his comic portrayal of a 
writer with an obsessive 
compulsive disorder in "As 
Good As It Gets,” the 60- 
year-old star can boast foe 
highest number of Oscar 
nominations for best actor. 
He surpasses Laureate 
Olivier, who had 10. 
Nicholson hasn’t done it 
quite yet of course. To win 
the Academy Award ar the 
glittering March 23 ceremo- 
ny here, he has to ward off 
the likes of Robert Duvall 
Matt Damon. Peter Fonda 
and Dustin Huffman. 


‘Batman and Robin’ 
nominated for a 11 
Raspberries 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
“Batman and Robin” heads 
the list of nominated films for 
the somewhat less-tban-pres- 
tigious 18th Golden 
Raspberry Awards for foe 
worst film of 1997. In all. foe 
movie on the dynamic crime- 
fighting duo garnered 11 
Raspberry nominations, 
including that of worst direc- 
tor for Joel Schumacher. The 
awards will be dished out on 
March 22, on the eve of foe 
Raspberry's rather more seri- 
ous sister event, the Oscars. 
Golden Raspberry founder 
John Wilson said be expected 
the turnout at his ceremony to 
be pretty much the same as in 
foe past — with few if any of 
the nominees present. 


Rat grounds 
Swissair Airbus 
at Zurich 


ZURICH (AFP) — Aral that 
climbed aboard a Swissair 
plane, forcing the aircraft to 
be grounded two days, has 
finally been trapped in busi- 
ness class. The rodent was 
seen hopping into the A3 1 9 
Airbus early Sunday, just as 
the h uman passengers were 
supposed to be boarding for 
foe scheduled flight to Vienna. 
While staff chased foe rat 
passengers were transferred to. 
another plane. Eventually the 
animal was caught in a trap, a 
spokesman for Swissair said 
Tuesday. Rodents are forbid- 
den to fly for safety reasons as 
they might cbomp a few wires 
and also because "with a high 
service reputation we doni 
like animals on board,” the 
spokesman said. 
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